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PROGRAM 
OF THIRTY-NINTH ANNUAL MEETING 
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Report of Officers Reports of Standing Committees 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

Annual Address— Mr. E. G. Richards, of New York, United States Manager of the North British 
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Papei-— "Community of Interest Between Company and Local Agent"— Mr. E. W. Beardsley, of 
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Paper — "Educational Responsibility in Underwriting" — Mr. O. E. Lane, State Agent in Colorado 
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Paper— "Schedule Rating and Field Conditions" — Mr. C. H. Patton, of Cleveland, Ohio, Publisher 
of Fire Insurance Estimates and Surveys. 



SECOND DAY 

MORNING SESSION— 10:00 A. M. 
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Paper — "The Panama Canal" — Mr. James A. Tawney, of Minnesota, Chairman of the Committee 
on Appropriations, National House of Representatives. 

Report of Committee on Nomination of Board of Directors. 

Paper — "The New Gospel of Publicity" — Mr. W. N. Johnson, of Erie, Pennsylvania, Assistant 
General Agent Insurance Company of North America and Philadelphia Underwriters. 



AFTERNOON SESSION— 2:30 P. M. 

Paper — "Suggested Relations. Between Underwriters and Architects" — Mr. Dwight H. Perkins, 
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liance and Rochester German Insurance Companies. 
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PROCEEDINGS 



OF THE 



Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting of the Fire 

Underwriters' Association of the 

Northwest 

Held at the Auditorium Hotely ChicagOy Illinois^ 
October 7th and 8th j 1908 



FIRST DAY 



OPENING SESSION 



Wednesday, October 7, 1908. 

President Carroll L. DeWitt called the meeting to order at 
9:30 A. M. 

Present: N. E. Briggs, Secretary, and the following regular 
members, viz.: 



Abbey W. F. 
Abbott W. S. 
Abell C. Lee 
Affeld Chas. E. 
Allabach E. W. 
Althouse W. L. 
Amonson Louis 
Anderson Lew W. 
Andrews C. L. 
Andrews D. W. 
Andrews Fred. W. 
Andrus S. D. 
Appelman L. P. 
Arens Geo. A. 



Armstrong G. A. 
Arnold F. W., Jr. 
Atwater Walter E. 
Auerbach B. 
Bailey O. M. 
Baker Roy T. 
Baker Thos., Jr. 
Ball Geo. H. 
Barber Chas. R. 
Barnard C. F. 
Barnes Fred. B. 
Bamum H. 
Bamum Raytiolds 
Barrett D. P. 



Bartels H. A. 
Batchelder G. H. 
Baumann W. A. 
Beeson A. G. 
Bell G. H. 
Benallack Wm. T. 
Benedict Frank M. 
Benedict H. O. 
Bennett R. M. 
Benton W. P. 
Best J. G. S. 
Bishop Edgar W. 
Blackwelder L S. 
Bliven Edward 



Bliven Waite 
Blodgett E. E. 
Blodgett Wm. A. 
Bloom Nelson A. 
Blossom Geo. W. 
Boiling Alfred F. 
Bonar L. J. 
Boning Herbert E. 
Boom W. C. 
Bort L. W. 
Bowers F. W. 
Brant J. A. 
Briggs George W. 
Briggs N. E. 



10 



Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting 



Brooks Fred. S. 
Brooks John W. 
Brown Grant R. 
Brown John R. 
Browne Roger E. 
Buck Randolph 
Buckman R. A. 
Burke F. H. 
Bush J. B. 
Caldwell Charles 
Caldwell J. T. 
Calhoun W. B. 
Galley E. J. 
Cameron P. F. 
Campbell S. F. 
CarUsle E. G. 
Carpenter J. D. 
Carter Chas. M. 
Cartwright C. W. 
Case E. W. 
Gate S. E. 
Cavanagh W. A. 
Chamberiin W. O. 
Champlin F. M. 
Qark A. A. 
Clark Montgomery- 
Clark R. C. 
Clarkson H. 
Claussen Carl 
Clayton H. W. 
demons W. H. 
Cleveland Geo. W. 
Cloud Jos. A. 
Colburn Edgar L. 
Coleman Geo. H. 
Collins U. S. 
Colson H. W. 
Conklin Walter W. 
Cornell H. F. 
Corry C. D. 
Cowles B. K., Jr. 
CowlesC. S. 
Crandall H. W. 
Criswell B. F. 
Crosley Geo. R. 
Crowell H. W. 
Dale John F. 
Dallas W. I. 
Dana Francis 
Daniel Lewis F. 
Daniel T. R. 
Dargan J. T. 
Davies John E. 
Davis Chas. W. 
Day L. S. 
De Roode Holger 
De Witt C. L. 
Deatrick C. T. 



Delaney J. C. 
Diggins A. B. 
Dillon A. J. 
Drumm W. I. 
Duffey B. T. 
Dugan A. G. 
Dunning F. A. 
Dye J. O. 
Easton C. L. 
Ebbert Geo. G. 
Eddy H. C. 
Eldridge Chas. E. 
Ellis Richard B. 
Ely Wm. L. 
Englemann C. P. 
Erion Frank L. 
Espenscheid H. F. 
Evans A. N. 
Fargo F. M. 
Fargo H. B. 
Fisher Walter I. 
Fitzgerald John 
Fleming A. W. 
Fletcher T. R. 
Fowler W. C. 
Freeman E. S. 
Friedley H. H. 
Fulton W. H. 
Funkhouser M.L.C. 
Furlong John P. 
Gallagher Thos. E. 
Gerow Wynn C. 
Gilbert A. C. 
Gilbert C. B. 
Gilmore B. J. 
Gooch Rob. E. 
Good Chas. W. 
Goodman E. H. 
Gordon Fred. F. 
Gordon S. T., Jr. 
Gordon W. A. 
Gosnell Jos. H. 
Graham O. H. 
Gray J. H. 
Greely Otto E. 
Greer Rob. C. 
Gress A. R. 
Griffith J. H. 
Griffiths J. C, 
Grim R. W. 
Grupe A. H. 
Gund F. M. 
Haas J. Quincy 
Haggarty W. J. 
Hall Theo. D. 
Hannan Geo. H. 
Harrison W. H. 
Harvey R. D. 



,Jr. 



Haselton F. C. 
Hatfield S. K. 
Hathom Frank E. 
Hawxhurst M. M. 
Hawxhurst W. F. 
Hayes J. J. 
Hecox Charles L. 
Hefifeman P. J. 
Heffley Chas. O. 
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Hendry John E. 
Herbert Thos. P. 
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Higley W. M. 
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Hill W. E. 
Hilton J. M. 
Hinckley E. H. 
Hitchcock E. M. 
Hitchcock W. E. 
Hoffman Harry G. 
Holtfodt F. R. 
Holton Geo. W. 
Howe H. I. 
Hug Wm. P. 
Hubbard F. A. 
Hubble J. W. 
Hubble John P. 
Huff H. M. 
Hyde J. R. 
Irish J. Floyd 
Jacobs Wm. F. 
Jewell E. W. 
Johnson O. E. 
Johnson Jas. J. 
Johnson W. N. 
Johnston Jas. C. 
Jones A. W. 
Jones David E. 
Jones Frank H. 
Jones Frank M. 
Joseph James F. 
Keeler Edwin A. 
Keith Chas. A. 
Kelley Chas. A. 
Kelsey H. N. 
Kelsey Jos. A. 
Kelsey Preston T. 
Kemp Archibald 
Kemp H. E. G. 
Kemp O. C. 
Kefesberger G. P. 
Kidd Chas. D. 
King N. S. 
King W. H. 
Kirby J. O'Brien 
Kline G. E. 



,Jr. 



Koett C. B. 
Krueger Chas. W. 
Lane 0. E. 
Larmore Jas. M. 
Lasher C. D. 
Law Charles G. 
Law Louis L. 
Lenehan J. H. 
Lent Loui A. 
Lerch W. L. 
Lewis I. J. 
Little F. W. 
Little F. W., 
Littlejohn W. J. 
Livingston J. K. 
Loudon H. R. 
Loudon W. S. 
Love A. J. 
Lovejoy Geo. M. 
Lowe B. J. 
Luce Fred. B. 
Luce Howard V. 
MacEnaney L. S. 
Macfarlane J. H. 
Magill Henry P. 
Maloney A. A. 
Mann Charles E. 
Mannen Frank A. 
Manson L. B. 
March Geo. K. 
Mariner W. E. 
Marshall J., Jr. 
Marshall James 
Mather John M. 
Mathews A. C. 
Ma von J. A. 
Maxwell Wm. K. 
McCabe Frank J. 
McCotter C. A. 
McCullough R. G. 
McCullough W. E. 
McElhone F. H. 
McGregor P. D. 
Mclntyre Robt. J. 
McMillan L. S. 
McOmber Fred. T. 
McSween J. F. 
Meeker C. G. 
Meinel F. A. 
Mink Wallace 
Minty Harry E. 
Monroe A. R. 
Moore M. S. 
Moran Jas. M. 
Morgan D. C. 
Morin George A. 
Mott Geo. C. 
Mullen C, D. 
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Munn Clarke J. 
Munns Wm. H. A. 
Murray H. W. 
Murray John M. 
Neuberger J. M. 
Neuberger J. M. 
Nevins W. S. 
Norse J. F. 
O'Brien J. W. 
Ockenga R. P. 
Odell R. S. 
Olds A. C. 
Olinger E. E. 
Page Wm. E. 
Painter D. H. 
Parsons R. L. 
Paul John B. 
Perry A. W. 
Perry Wilber D. 
Phelps E. S. 
Phillips H. O. 
Pierce C. W. 
Post S. S. 
Powrie A. F. 
Pray Albert F. 
Prentice Fred. D. 
Rademacher E. A. 
Ragsdale J. C. 
Ransom Fred. W. 
Rassweiler H. H. 
Raymond M. H. N. 
Raynoldp Robt. L. 
Read Gardner 
Redfield G. E., Jr. 
Reekie Chas. A. 
ReQua Fred. N. 
Reybum Guy H. 
Reynolds M. A. 
Rice F. M. 



Riddell Miles 
Rimington H. H. 
Ritchie Frank 
Robsrts G. A. 
Robertson W. P. 
Rogers Frank D. 
RoUo Wm. F. 
Rosborougb Watts 
Rowland Neal 
Russell M. B. 
Rye Fred. A. 
Sammis Fred. C. 
Saunders F. B. 
Schafer Fred. W. 
Scheunemann R.G. 
Schmemann G. 
Schoen E. M. 
Schreiber Thor. 
Schrup N. J. 
Scott Walter 
Sears M. L. 
Secor Fred. C. 
Sedgwick Geo. B. 
Sellers E. M. 
Sellers T. B. 
Shepherd John 
Shoemaker J. M. 
Silkworth C. H. 
Singleton J. P. 
Smith Dan T. 
Smith Ed. H. 
Smith Horace M. 
Smith T. H. 
Smith Thos. H. 
Snyder Qaude F. 
Snyder Frank G. 
Snyder Thos. E. 
Sonnen W. J. 
Spice Horace L. 



Stabler Frank L. 
Stafford John F. 
StauflFer J. Geo. 
Steele W. L. 
Stevens D. H. 
Stickney Geo. A. 
Stodghill Wm. M. 
Stone F. W. 
Stone John 
Stone Will A. 
Stuart H. C. 
Stuck Geo. W. 
Tanner E. T. 
Tallman J. B. 
Thatcher H. H. 
Thomas D. D. 
Tiffany H. S. 
Townley W. R. 
Tritle F. L. 
Underbill E. B. 
Upham A. M. 
Valentine Geo. S. 
Van Ness Bartow 
VanValkenburg M. 
Vande venter W. E. 
Vernor Frank A. 
Virchow John 
Vokoun John W. 
Vore Milton P. 
Waddell W. W. 
Wagner D. S. 
Waldron Raymond 
Walker H. H. 
Wallace J. M. 
Walling Kelsey L. 
Walsh Chas. A. 
Warner I^ns. B. 
Wamshuis J. W. 
Washington H. B. 



Waterman H. F. 
Watson Clifford 
Weaver F. L. 
Webster W. Dix 
Wehmeyer C. A. 
Weineck F. L. 
Welpton D. B. 
West Byron D. 
Wharton J. C. 
Wheeler E. S. 
Whipple C. G. 
Whipple P. P. 
White H. W. 
Whitford Geo. S. 
Whitlock J. L. 
Whitlock Royal J. 
Whitney F. H. 
Wiley Geo. L. 
Wilkinson Wm. 
Williams Chas. B. 
Williams Geo. G. 
Windsor J. L. 
Wright Wm. 
Wise Gus. M. 
Wisner W. K. 
Witherbee W. E. 
Witkowsky Con. 
Woessner H. J. 
Wolff L. H. 
Woltersdorff R. F. 
Wood C. O. 
Wood H. N. 
Woodbury Cyrus 
Zechlin H. J. 
Zent M. F. 
Zimmer H. M. 
Zweig H. M. 



Press represented as follows: 

C. I. Hitchcock Insurance Field 

Roy A. Hunt Insurance Field 

T. R. Weddell Insurance Post 

Wm. R. McBurney. . ; Insurance Post 

George W. Hatch Insurance Age 

Frank L. Miner Underwriters Review 

B. L. Tomes American Exchange and Review 

C. M. ('artwright.. Western Underwriter 

W. S. Crawford Western Underwriter 

T. W. Dealy , Argus 

Irving Williams Rough Notes 
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The President — 

Gentlemen, the first order of business will be the reading of 
the minutes of the last meeting and the roll call. 

Mr. Frank A. Vernor — 

Mr. President, I move that the reading of the minutes of the 
last meeting and the roll eall be dispensed with and that we 
proceed with the program. 

The President — 

Have we a second to that motion? 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The President — 

We will now hear from the Secretary the names of gentlemen 
which have been submitted for membership in this Association. 

Mr. Briggs — 
Fred. G. Ainley, Des Moines, la., Special Agent Home Insurance 

Co., N. Y. 
E. J. Arimond, Campbellsport, Wis., Special Agent Phenix Ins. 

Co., N. Y. 
W. G. Ayers, Decatur, Ills., Special Agent Pennsylvania Fire 

Insurance Co. 
Mark Banta, Cincinnati, 0., Special Agent Phenix Insurance 

Co., N. Y. 
E. B. Barnum, Des Moines, la., Special Agent National Fire Ins. 

Co., Hartford. 
Joseph W. Beck, Detroit, Mich., Special Agent Northern Ins. 

Co., N. Y. 
William B. Bierce, Detroit, Mich., Bierce & Sage, General Agents. 

E. M. Braddock, New Lexington, O., Special Agent Queen Ins. 

Company. 
H. Brain, Jr., Chicago, 111., Special Agent Dixie Fire Insurance 

Company. 
Herbert M. Brooks, Springfield, O., Special Agent Germania Fire 

Insurance Co. 
fJ. Mabbett Brown, Madison, Wis., Inspector. 

F. M. Burroughs, Chicago, 111., Manager Farm Branch Phenix 

Ins. Co. 
Orne W. Chapin, Omaha, Neb., Special Agent Sun Insurance 

Office. 
C. C. Clark, Milwaukee, Wis., State Agent Spring Garden Ins. 

Co., Philadelphia. 
Chas. A. Colvin, Indianapolis, Ind., State Agent Phenix Ins. 

Co., N. Y. 
C. W. Crossan, Keokuk, la.. Manager Iowa State Insurance Co. 
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Chas. A. Cummings, Peoria, 111., Special Agent Michigan F. & M. 
Insurance Co. 

George P. Davis, Chicago, 111., General Inspector North British 
and Mercantile Ins. Co. 

Geo. J. Delmege, Des Moines, la.. President Century Fire Ins. 
Co., Des Moines, la. 

George W. Dodd, St. Louis, Mo., Special Agent Liverpool & 
London & Globe Ins. Co. 

A. K. Driscol, Omaha, Neb., Special Agent Hanover Fire Insur- 
ance Co., N. Y. 

J. J. L. England, Detroit, Mich., Special Agent Northern Assur- 
ance Co. 

Archibald G. Evans, Lincoln, Neb., Special Agent Continental 
Ins. Co., N. Y. 

John B. Faatz, Milwaukee, Wis., Manager Northwestern Un- 
derwriters' Agency. 

P. O. Fish, Madison, Wis., General Agent Allemannia Fire In- 
surance Co., Pa. 

Frank Fassold, Indianapolis, Ind., Special Agent Milwaukee Fire 
Insurance Co. 

Chas. S. Freeman, Chicago, 111., Special Agent L'nion Insurance 
Co., Philadelphia. 

C. R. Fidlar, Chicago, 111., Special Agent, Niagara Fire Insur- 
ance Co., N. Y. 

F. Wager Fox, Chicago, 111., Inspector Sun Insurance Office. 

E. G. Frazier, Chicago, 111., Special Agent Springfield F. & M. 

Insurance Co. 

F. A. Gantart, Indianapolis, Ind., Special Agent British America 

and Western Assurance Companies. 
Chas. H. Gorham, Chicago, 111., State Agent American Insurance 

Co., N. J. 
J. W. Goebel, Belief ontaine, O., Special Agent Hanover Fire Ins. 

Co., N. Y. 
Wm. B. Goodwin, Columbus, Ohio, State Agent Aetna Ins. Co. 

Hartford. 
L. W. Grupe, Indianapolis, Ind., Special Agent Northern Assur- 
ance Co. 
H. B. Hardy, California, Mo., Special Agent Queen Insurance 

Co., N. Y. 
George W. Harsh, Fargo, N. D., State Agent North British & 

Mercantile Ins. Co. 
H. R. Howell, Des Moines, la.. President Hawkeye Insurance 

Co., Des Moines, la. 
George G. Hunter, Des Moines, la.. President Des Moines Fire 

Insurance Co., Des Moines, la. 
C. W. Hutchinson, Menominee, Mich., Special Agent Calumet 

Insurance Co., Chicago. 
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James R. Hobbins, Madison, Wis., Special Agent Ohio German 
Fire Insurance Co., Toledo, O. 

J. Lawrence Hewitt, Chicago, 111., Special Agent Liverpool & 
London & Globe Ins. Co. 

Frank G. Herman, Mattoon, 111., Special Agent Northern Insur- 
ance Co., N. Y. 

T. S. Heath, Denver, Colo., Special Agent Liverpool & London 
& Globe Ins. Co. 

J. N. Hendrix, Wheeling, W. Va., State Agent Insurance Co. 
of North America, Philadelphia. 

S. J. Henderson, Omaha, Neb., Special Agent Insurance Co. of 
North America, Philadelphia. 

Arthur S. Hall, Chicago, 111., Special Agent Walla Walla Fire Ins. 
Co., Walla Walla, Wash. 

A. L. Jessup, Denver, Colo., Secretary Imperial Fire Insurance 
Co., Denver, Colo. 

J. H. Kirby, Grand Haven, Mich., Special Agent Hamburg- 
Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 

Fred. W. Koeckert, Indianapolis, Ind., Special Agent Phenix 
Ins. Co., N. Y. 

J. Sterling Kemp, Chicago, 111., Special Agent Delaware and Re- 
liance Ins. Cos. 

C. R. Loomis, Painesville, Ohio, Special Agent Aetna Insurance 
Co., Hartford, 

G. Gordon Long, Charleston, W. Ya., Special Agent Aetna Ins. 
Co., Hartford. 

J. Edgar Lyon, St. Louis, Mo., Special Agent St. Louis Fire Ins. 
Co., St. Louis. 

Henry Ludlow, Oklahoma City, Okla., State Agent Insurance Co. 
of North America, Philadelphia. 

Wm. T. Markhus, Willmar, Minn., Special Agent Providence 
Washington Ins. Co. 

Stuart Morgan, Detroit, Mich., State Agent Agricultural Ins. Co. 

S. P. Mosher, Tulsa, Okla., State Agent Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 

Wilson C. Myers, Ottawa, 111., Special Agent Hanover Fire Insur- 
ance Co., N. Y. 

H. B. Matt, IndianapoHs, Ind., State Agent American Central 
Ins. Co., St. Louis. 

Herman Miller, Waterloo, Iowa, Secretary and Manager Iowa 
Manufacturers Ins. Co., Waterloo, la. 

R. E. Mackintosh, Des Moines, Iowa, Special Agent and Adjuster 
Pennsylvania Fire Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 

Chas. L. McCormick, Chicago, 111., Special Agent Western Ins. 
Co., Pittsburg, Pa. 

H. H. Miller, Omaha, Neb., Special Agent Queen Insurance 
Co., N. Y. 
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H. L. Neunan, Indianapolis, Ind., Special Agent Millers' National 

Insurance Co. 
Roy L. Nicholson, Milwaukee, Wis., Special Agent Home Ins. 

Co., N. Y. 
I. H. Odell, Evansville, Ind., Special Agent Connecticut Fire Ins. 

Co. 
H. N. Odell, Evansville, Ind., Special Agent Connecticut Fire 

Ins. Co. 
Eugene G. O'Brien, Grand Haven, Mich., Special Agent Home 

Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Herbert D. Paine, Decorah, la., Special Agent Continental Ins. 

Co., N. Y. 
H. C. Parsons, Chicago, 111., Adjuster Western Adjustment and 

Inspection Co. 
Chas. H. Patton, Cleveland, Ohio, Manager Cleveland Inspection 

Bureau. 
A. R. Porter, Chicago, 111., Special Agent Western Reserve Ins. Co. 
J. Lester Parsons, New York City, General Agent North River 

Ins. Co., N. Y. 
James K. Polk, Nashville, Tenn., State Agent, Aetna Insurance 

Co., Hartford. . 
Ralph Rawlings, Lansing, Mich., Ass't Secretary Michigan Com- 
mercial Ins. Co., Lansing, Mich. 
Edward F. Richards, Detroit, Mich., Special Agent British 

America and Western Assurance Co.'s. 
I. W. Rockey, Greensboro, N. C, Secretary Dixie Fire Ins. Co. 
E. W. Raynolds, Mansfield, Ohio., Special Agent Insurance Com- 
pany of North America, Pa. 
Raul E. Rudd, Indianapolis, Ind., Special Agent Aetna Ins. 

Co., Hartford. 
A. P. Ross, Cleveland, O., Special Agent Western Reserve Ins. Co. 
William Sowards, Cincinnati, O., State Agent Norwich Union Fire 

Office. 
Leslie C. Stire, Lincoln, Neb., State Agent North British and 

Mercantile Ins. Co. 
Theodore Schnitzler, Milwaukee, Wis., Special Agent Phenix 

Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Harry A. Sundberg, Minneapolis, Minn., State Agent Insurance 

Co., of the State of Illinois. 
Edward Schroeder, Milwaukee, Wis., President Milwaukee 

German Ins. Co. 
Geo. H. Stratton, St. Louis, Mo., Special Agent Western Reserve 

Ins. Co. 
A. C. Speed, Columbus, O., State Agent American Central 

Ins. Co., St. Louis. 
C. G. Stone. Minneapolis, Minn., Special Agent Sun Fire Office. 
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R. W. Schimmel, Minneapolis, Minn, Special Agent Germania 
Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 

Ralph H. Taylor, Terre Haute, Ind., Special Agent Western 
Reserve Ins. Co. 

D. M. Tanner, Columbus, Ohio., Special Agent British America 
and Western Assurance Co.'s. 

J. G. Updegraff, Topeka, Kansas, Special Agent North British 
and Mercantile Ins. Co. 

Robt. G. Vallentyne, Fargo, N. D., Special Agent Northern 
Assurance Co., England. 

W. S. Wright, Marquette, Mich., Adjuster. 

Arthur J. Wright, Milwaukee, Wis., General Adjuster North- 
western National Ins. Co., Milwaukee. 

T. H. Williams, Los Angeles, Cal., Special Agent German Ameri- 
can and Phoenix, of Hartford. 

Marvin Whitney, Detroit, Mich., Special Agent Phenix Insurance 
Co., N. Y. 

C. B. Williams, Kansas City, Mo., Special Agent Glens Falls 
Ins. Co. 

C. G. Yates, Chicago, 111., Vice-President Washington Fire Ins. 
Co., Seattle, Wash. 

The President — 

Gentlemen, you have heard the names of the proposed new 
members. A motion to elect them would be in order. 

Mr. H. N. Wood— 

I will move you that the rules of the Association be suspended 
and that the Secretary be instructed to cast the ballot electing 
these gentlemen to membership. 

The President — 

What is your pleasure, gentlemen? 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the report of the meetings of 
the Board of Directors, which the Secretary will read. 

Mr. Briggs — 

REPORT OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

A called meeting of your Board of Directors was held in 
Chicago on August 3, 1908, President Carroll L. DeWitt presid- 
ing, with the following members of the Board present: Ex-Presi- 
dent C. G. Meeker, R. M. Bennett, J. G. S. Best, Neal Bassett, 
Neal C. Rowland, Raymond Waldroii, N. E. Briggs, Secretary, and 
W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
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Regrets from absent board members were read as follows: 
Vice-President W. O. Chamberlin, Chas. A. Kelley and A. F. 
Powrie. 

Moved by Mr. Best and seconded by Mr. Bassett that owing 
to an oversight the name of C. G. Meeker had been left off the 
directorate, and that Mr. Meeker be considered a member of this 
Board and entitled to all the privileges accorded other members. 
Carried. 

Your Board of Directors approved the application of W. S. 
Wright, adjuster, of Marquette, Mich., for membership in this 
Association and would recommend his election by this body. 

Treasurer Townley was instructed to make a further effort 
to collect unpaid dues from P. F. WilUs, and in event of failure 
to collect, to recommend at next meeting of Board of Directors 
that his name be dropped from the roll of membership and to be 
included with the following whom your Board would recommend 
being dropped for non-payment of dues: E. D. Morgan, S. E. 
Sprague and C. M. Vogel. 

The resignations of J. J. McDonald, T. T. Armstrong, W. H. 
Crandall, W. L. Barnum, W. H. Linsley, M. E. Magill, S. A. 
Rothermell, C. F. Simonson and F. E. Spoerer were accepted. 

Moved by Mr. Briggs, seconded by Mr. Bennett, that I. S. 
Blackwelder be transferred from active to honorary member- 
ship, and that upon the endorsement of such action by this body 
the Secretary notify Mr. Blackwelder of the approval of the 
Association. The motion was unanimously adopted. 

Moved by Mr. Townley and seconded by Mr. Best, that Mr. 
N. E. Keeler be transferred from active to honorary membership 
and that upon approval of the Association Mr. Keeler be notified 
of such action. Carried. 

Moved by Mr. Meeker, seconded by Mr. Waldron, that C. N. 
Miller and Fred. W. Lee be transferred from active to associate 
membership. Carried. 

President DeWitt informed the Board of Directors that he 
and the Secretary had, on May 1, secured the Banquet Hall of 
the Auditorium Hotel for the next Annual Meeting and announced 
that the same would be held on Wednesday and Thursday, 
October 7 and 8, of this year; 

It was moved by Mr. Bennett and seconded by Mr. Waldron, 
that the Board of Directors approve of the action of the Presi- 
dent and Secretary in securing such desirable quarters for the next 
Annual Meeting and that the Secretary be instructed to send 
with each invitation a request that not only members but our 
invited guests patronize the "Auditorium" while in Chicago. 
Carried. 

President DeWitt gave a brief outline of his efforts in the direc- 
tion of a successful Annual Meeting and spoke of what he had 
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already achieved and what he hoped to do in perfecting his 
program. 

Moved by Mr. Meeker and seconded by Mr. Best, that the 
President be reimbursed by the Association in the sum of his 
expenses in his recent pilgrimage to New York. Carried. 

Moved by Mr. Best and seconded by Mr. Bassett that the 
actual expenses of outside members of the Board of Directors 
or those living remote from Chicago in attending called meetings 
of the Board of Directors be borne by the Association. Motion 
lost. 

A communication from Mr. Ed. L. Surentin, Librarian of 
the Fire Insurance Club of Chicago, was read and in which he 
asked a loan of the Association's library for the Club's use, the 
letter was, upon motion, referred to the Library Committee. 

The President then announced his appointment of committees 
upon the deaths of members, as follows: 

Upon the death of — 

J. S. Belden — P. D. McGregor, Chairman; J. W. Robertson 

H. C. Eddy, Associates. 
Martin Collins — E. T. Campbell, Chairman; F. W. Bowers, 

H. M. Coudrey, Associates. 
Henry A. Dike — W. H. Daniels, Chairman; F. H. Burke, Geo. 

A. Crosley, Associates. 
Edw. p. Foreman — W. F. Hawxhurst, Chairman; J. W. O'Brien, 

A. M. L. Wasson, Associates. 
W. F. Fox— Thos. H. Smith, Chairman; J. L. Whitlock, I. S- 

Blackwelder, Associates. 
Isaac W. Holman — H. H. Friedley, Chairman; Frank A. Phil- 
lips, John Stone, Associates. 
W. J. Marchbank — H. T. Lamey, Chairman; J. Frank Edmonds, 

Geo. Webster, Associates. 
Eugene C. McCauley — H. C. Martin, Chairman; R. G. McCul- 

lough, B. J. Gilmore, Associates. 
E. V. MuNN — W. E. Mariner, Chairman; Geo. G. WilUams, Walter 

E. Atwater, Associates. 

E. A. MuNSON — W. H. Fulton, Chairman; Frank Ritchie, L. D. 

Moody, Associates. 
Daniel C. Osmun — H. C. Eddy, Chairman; John Marshall, Jr., 

J. Mabbitt Brown, Associates. 
D. F. Vail— W. C. Boorn, Chairman, Otto E. Greeley, George C. 

Main, Associates. 
David W. Wells — Geo. A. Armstrong, Chairman; A. F. Powrie, 

F. H. Whitney, Associates. 
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J. Irving Riddle — W. P. Benton, Chairman; John B. Cromer, 

Andrew J. Dillon, Associates. 
Edward P. Wise — L. S. MacEnaney, Chairman; Robt. S. Odell, 

H. M. Zimmer, Associates. 
John V. Thomas — Wm. N. Johnson, Chairman; M. W. Van Val- 

kenburg, Geo. H. Moore, Associates. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 

SECOND meeting 

The second called meeting of your Board of Directors was 
held in Chicago on September 21, 1908. President DeWitt in 
the chair. Board members present: Ex-President C. G. Meeker, 
Raymond Waldron, N. E. Briggs and W. R. Townley. 

President DeWitt stated that the object of this meeting was 
that the Board meet and confer with the Library Committee — 
that the committee was now prepared to submit definite plans as 
to the future of the Association's Library. 

Members of the Library Committee present were John Marshall, 
Jr., R. S. Odell, Frank C. Haselton and W. R. Townley. 

Mr. Marshall stated that in accordance with the resolution 
adopted at the last annual meeting of the Association and which 
is as follows: "That the Association procure a room or rooms 
to be fitted up for a home for members of this Association and 
that such quarters be equipped with all conveniences necessary 
to the. comfort of members, and that the place so secured be 
placed in charge of some competent person who will also be 
custodian of our library which is to be an important part of the 
said home," the Library Committee had secured suitable 
rooms in the Rookery Building, corner Adams and La Salle Sts., 
at a rental of about $950 per year and that a capable person 
could and would be secured to take charge of the rooms and prop- 
erties at a salary of $900 per year. 

Moved by W. R. Townley, seconded by R. B. Waldron, that 
this Board of Directors do hereby authorize the officers of 
this Association to sign a lease of the premises in the Rookery 
Building selected by the Library Committee for a term from 
October 1, 1908, to May 1, 1912, at an annual rental of not ex- 
ceeding one thousand dollars per annum. Carried unanimously. 

Moved by Mr. Waldron, seconded by Mr. Briggs, that it is 
the sense of this meeting that the Library Committee be em- 
powered to furnish these rooms in accordance with the resolution 
approved at the last annual meeting. Motion was unanimously 
adopted. 

The Library Committee further announced that when the 
Library became established in its new home, that members of 
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the Insurance Club of Chicago will be given an invitation to par- 
take of its benefits without cost. 

A communication from Wm. S. Medlicott, General Agent of 
the Atlas Assurance Co., of London, and located at Springfield, 
Mass., was read in which he stated that Harvard University had 
adopted a department of business administration and that he 
had been appointed to the position of Lecturer on fire insurance 
for that department and that through the New York Insurance 
Exchange he had learned of the great value of our Annual Publi- 
cations, and wished to know if a set of these proceedings could 
be secured for the use of the University. 

Moved by Mr. Odell, seconded by Mr. Haselton, that this 
Association contribute to Harvard University the required 
copies by their paying transportation charges. Carried. 

Moved by Mr. Meeker, seconded by Mr. Townley, that this 
Association donate a set of annual publications to the Insurance 
Club of Chicago. Carried. 

Moved by Mr. Odell and seconded by Mr. Haselton, that Mr. 
Marshall and Mr. Townley do the selecting and purchasing of 
the furnishings for the newly selected quarters for the library. 
Carried. 

On motion the meeting adjourned. 

third meeting 

The annual meeting of your Board of Directors was held in 
Chicago, on October 6, 1908. President Carroll L. DeWitt pre- 
siding, and the following named members present: Vice-Presi- 
dent W. O. Chamberiin, Ex-President C. G. Meeker, R. M. Bennett, 
Chas. A. Kelley, Neal C. Rowland, Jas. G. S. Best, R. B. Waldron, 
A. F. Powrie, E. M. Hitchcock, N. E. Briggs, Secretary and 
W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 

Moved by W. O. Chamberiin, seconded by N. C. Rowland, 
that the minutes of the preceding meetings as read by the Secre- 
tary, be approved. Carried. 

Moved by R. M. Bennett and seconded by N. C. Rowland, that 
the following resignations be accepted: 

C. H. Ainley, T. T. Armstrong, W. L. Barnum, C. E. Clutia, 
W. H. Crandall, W. H. Linsley, M. E. Magill, J. J. McDonald, 
H. L. Meek, C. H. Moore, S. A. Rothermel, C. F. Simonson, F. E. 
Spoerer and C. R. Virgin. Carried. 

Moved by N. E. Briggs, seconded by N. C. Rowland, that the 
resignation of J. M'. Neuburger be not accepted and that he be 
transferred from active to honorary membership instead, and 
that upon the endorsement of such action by this Association the 
Secretary so notify Mr. Neuburger. Carried. 



Board of Directors' Meeting 21 

Moved by W. O. Chamberlin and seconded by E. M. Hitchcock, 
that Mr. J. Mabbett Brown be made and constituted an honorary 
member of this Association. Carried. 

Moved by W. O. Chamberlin and seconded by J. G. S. Best, 
that the following names be dropped from our roll of member- 
ship for non-payment of dues. : 

A. B. Hahn, E. C. Harding, W. C. Lyman, E. D. Morgan, 
A. C. Robertson, S. E. Sprague, F. R. Thompson, W. G. Wallace, 
D. D. West, Fred. W. Williams, P. F. WiUis, W. E. Witherbee, 
and C. M. Vogel. Carried. 

Your Board of Directors would recommend the election to 
membership of the following named persons: 

Chas. N. Gorham, State Agent American of N. J. ; I. H. Odell, 
Special Agent Connecticut Fire; H. N. Odell, Special Agent 
Connecticut Fire; W. S. Wright, Adjuster, Marquette, Mich.; 
H. C. Parsons, Adjuster Western Adjustment and Inspection Co. ; 
S. P. Mosher, State Agent Niagara Fire; C. R. Fidlar, Special 
Agent Niagara Fire; F. A. Gantert, Special Agent British 
America and Western; D. W. Tanner, Special Agent British 
America and Western; LesUe C. Stire, State Agent North 
British & Mercantile Ins. Co.; H. P. Howell, President Hawkeye 
Ins. Co.; George G. Hunter, President Des Moines Fire; A. L. 
Jessup, Secretary Imperial Ins. Co.; John B. Faatz, Manager 
Northwestern Underwriters' Agency ; Stewart Morgan, State Agent 
Agricultural Ins. Co. ; C. W. Crossan, Manager Iowa State Ins. 
Co.; Robt. G. Vallentyne, Fargo, N. D., Special Agent Northern 
Assurance Co.; T. H. Williams, Los Angeles, Special Agent 
German American and Phoenix of Hartford. 

Moved by W. O. Chamberlin and seconded by J. G. S. Best, 
that the Treasurer's Report, as audited and approved by the 
Finance Committee, be approved by this Board of Directors. 
Carried. 

Moved by Mr. Townley and seconded by Mr. Meeker, that the 
Treasurer be instructed to draw a check for the sum of two hun- 
dred dollars in favor of Pres. Carroll L. DeWitt as reimbursement 
for expenses incurred by him during the past year. Carried. 

The foregoing report of your Board of Directors is respect- 
fully submitted. 

N. E: BRIGGS, 

Secretary. 

The President — 

Gentlemen, you have heard the report on the meetings of the 
Board of Directors. What shall be done with it? 

Mr. W. T. Benallack— 

I move that it be approved and accepted and placed on the 
files of the Association. 
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Motion duly seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the report of the Library Com- 
mittee, Mr. Haselton, Chairman. 

Mr. Haselton — 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest: 

At the 38th Annual Meeting of the Fire Underwriters' Asso- 
ciation of the Northwest, and held in this city, October 9, 1907, 
the following resolution was unanimously adopted: "That a 
room or rooms be secured, and that they be fitted up and equipped 
with proper conveniences as a home for this Association, that it 
be placed in charge of some competent person who is also to be 
custodian of our Library, which will constitute the most import- 
ant part of the home, or headquarters for members of this Asso- 
ciation." 

Your Committee now has pleasure in reporting that suitable 
quarters have been secured in the Rookery Building, rooms 
867-869, and that they have been comfortably fitted up in ac- 
cordance with the foregoing resolution, and are now ready and 
open for inspection, and we sincerely trust that our members will 
visit the new headquarters of the Association before leaving the 
city. We also indulge the hope, now that the Association has 
a '*Home" of its own, members will avail themselves of its privi- 
leges and do all they possibly can to make this Association as 
great a success from an educational standpoint as it is now from 
a social one. 

Your Committee also has pleasure in reporting that they 
have engaged the services of a competent and experienced Li- 
brarian who has already entered upon the discharge of duties 
connected with the office, and members who may be visiting the 
city, will find the rooms of the Library open at all times for their 
use and comfort. 

In view of the fact that the Association has incurred the 
expense of the employment of a Librarian, we recommend that 
this meeting consider a proposition to combine the work now 
done by the Secretary and Treasurer in some degree, with that 
which must be done by the Librarian. The Librarian will doubt- 
less have considerable spare time, and such an arrangement as 
outHned in the foregoing would mean an annual saving to the 
Association of several hundred dollars. 

We also wish to again call attention to the progress now 
being made in this city by the Fire Insurance Club, composed of 
employees of the various department and local offices located 
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in Chicago. We endorse fully the work being done by this club 
and recommend that the members of said club have access, under 
reasonable restrictions, to the use of our Library. 

We further recommend, that an appropriation of $1,000 be 
made at this meeting for the maintenance and improvement of 
the Library for the ensuing year. This recommendation is made 
in accordance with Article VIII, Section 2-b of the By-laws. 

Respectfully submitted, 

JOHN MARSHALL, JR., Chairman 

W. R. TOWNLEY, 

R. S. ODELL, 

F. C. HASELTON, 

CHAS. E. MANN, 

Committee. 

The President — 

You have heard the report of the Library Committee, what 
is your pleasure? Do you wish to pass upon it at this time, or 
do you wish to refer it to a committee? It is a rather important 
report and embodies quite a bit in the way of a new venture of 
this Association and I would Uke to have it carefully considered 
and thoroughly discussed. Our Library Committee has done 
some splendid service — they have carried out instructions abso- 
lutely and'if it is in order I would like to have the report referred 
to a committee before final action is taken, and should be very 
glad to have a motion to that effect, or to have any remarks on 
the subject. 

Mr. Cyrus Woodbury — 

I will move that the report of the Library Committee be 
approved by this Association. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

We will now have the report of the Secretary, Mr. N. E. 
Briggs. 

Mr. Briggs — 
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SECRETARY'S REPORT 

Membership at convening of 1907 meeting 722 

Admitted to membership at 1907 meeting 78 

800 
Deaths since 1907 meeting 16 

Resigned since 1907 meeting 15 

Dropped since 1907 meeting 12 43 

Present membership 757 

Composed of — 

Active 724 

Associate 16 

Honorary 17 

757 

The President^ 

Gentlemen, you have heard the report of the Secretary. 
May we have a motion to adopt it? 

Mr. Haselton — 

I move the adoption of the Secretary's report. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the Treasurer's report. Will 
Mr. Townley please favor us? 

Mr. W. R. Townley— 
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REPORT OF TREASURER 
Balance on hand October 9, 1907 $6,982.36 

RECEIPTS 

Dues, 1905 $ 15.00 

Dues, 1906 180.00 

Dues, 1907 3,072.50 

New members 468.00 

Interest on Deposits 223 . 86 

Sales of Proceedings 31 .27 3,990 .63 



$10,972.99 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Rent $ 477.99 

Salary of Secretary 500 .00 

Salary of Treasurer 400 . 00 

Expended by Secretary and Treasurer for 

stenographic and other assistancie . . . 95.00 

Printing Proceedings, etc 1,087.03 

Reporting Proceedings 100 .00 

Postage, Express and Exchange 186.05 

Expenses of President's and invited guests 354 . 00 

Expenses of the King memorial 110 .00 

Revell & Co.'s bill, furnishing new rooms 

in Rookery 647.92 

Miscellaneous items. 94 . 62 $4,052 . 61 

Balance on deposit in American Trust & 

Savings Bank $6,920 .38 

Belonging to Gen'l Fund of the Ass'n $6,137 .06 

Belonging to Library Fund 783 . 32 

$6,920.38 

W. R. TOWNLEY, 

Treasurer. 

Examined and found correct — 

ROBT. M. BENNETT, 
C. G. MEEKER, 
JAS. G. S. BEST, 

Finance Committee. 
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Chicago, October 6th, 1908. 
W. R. TowNLEY, Esq., Treasurer, Fire Underwriters' Asso- 
ciation OF THE Northwest, Chicago. 
Dear Sir: — This is to certify that at the close of business, 
October 6, 1908, there stands on the books of this bank to the 
credit of your checking account the sum of three hundred twenty 
dollars and thirty-eight cents ($320.38) and to the credit of your 
savings account the sum of sixty-six hundred dollars ($6,600.00.) 
Yours respectfully, 
THE AMERICAN TRUST & SAVINGS BANK, 
By John Jay Abbott, 

Vice-President. 

The President — 

Gentlemen, you have heard this most excellent report of the 
Treasurer and I trust you will bear with me when I tell you that 
my association with the Treasurer this year has shown to me 
the very careful method by which our funds are handled and taken 
care of by Mr. Townley. Our treasury has been built up of late 
years to considerable proportions. We are now getting interest, 
as you probably noticed, on our deposits, which adds quite a 
bit to our revenue, and I am more than pleased to present this 
report to you for your approval. May I have a motion to that 
effect? 

Mr. S. E. Cate— 

I move you, Mr. President, that the report be approved and 
accepted by the Association. 

Motion passed. 

Mr. Townley — 

Mr. President, in connection with the Treasurer's report I 
wish to say a few words in reference to one face that is missing 
here today and to suggest that we here, in as public a way as pos- 
sible, pay a tribute to the valued service this Association and 
especially your Treasurer has had for a number of years through 
this young man who has sat at the Treasurer's table outside. 
At the present time he is in a hospital, very ill. I refer to Mr. 
George Webster, and knowing him as I do, and knowing how 
conscientiously all things are done by him, I would hke this 
Association to send some kind of message to him of our love and 
esteem, and a hope for his early recovery. 

Mr. Cate — 

Mr. President, I think that hardly takes a motion — ^it seems 
rather cold. I know Mr. Webster very well. The last time I 
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saw him was in Kansas City and I believe it was on my advice 
that he went to a hospital. I would therefore like to suggest 
that a tribute of this Association be sent to Mr. Webster ex- 
pressing our deep sympathy in his affliction. 
The motion was duly seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the address of the President. 
Will the Vice-President, Mr. Chamberlin, please take the chair? 

Vice-President takes the chair. 

The President — 

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS 

It is certainly a very great pleasure this morning to ofifer to 
you, our members and guests, greeting and good wishes. 

This is the Thirty-ninth Annual Meeting of this Association, 
the greatest association of its kind in the United States, both in 
point of membership and influence for good in our business. 
Little did the gentlemen who met at Dayton, Ohio, February 22, 
1871, imagine that the organization there started would grow to 
be the power that it has. However, the thought that prompted 
the formation of the Association is the one that has held it to- 
gether and increased its membership and usefulness all these 
years. It was the desire for individual knowledge and education 
in the principles of the fire insurance business, that an exchange 
of ideas and opinions and experience would give, and the advan- 
tage to be reaped by personal intercourse and the touching of 
elbows with the leading men in our calling. The Fire Under- 
writers' Association of the Northwest is primarily an educational 
organization. It does not deal with specific matters, and it has 
never barred its doors to the admission of any honorable person 
for the reason that he did not transact the business of his company 
along the same lines as did some one else. We know no so-called 
affiliation or non-affiliation as to companies, nor should this 
question ever be considered in our proceedings. Any member, 
regardless of company connection, is eligible to the highest office 
or greatest favor within the gift of our members. It is not the 
company a member may be connected with, it is the man himself. 
If he has worth and merit he has equal chance for recognition, 
be he in the employ of the smallest company or the largest. I 
trust this condition will always continue. 

the future of the field man 

This Association, during its thirty-nine years of existence has 
seen many changes in the manner of conducting the detail work 
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of the business, but this is not to be wondered at. Business of 
all kinds has undergone a great change in method of handhng, in 
this same period. The original members of our Association were 
men whose duties were quite different from those of the field men 
of the present day. Beside the appointment and cultivation of 
agents and the inspection of business written, the old time field 
man was a maker of rates and adjusted all the losses in his field. 
Today the rate making is entirely divorced from the field work, 
and the adjustment of losses has become to a very great extent 
a matter for co-operation as between companies, and the handling 
of the claims by independent bureaus. The older field man is 
often inclined to look back at the former methods and wish for 
their return. This is natural and to be expected, but it will never 
be. The general business conditions of the country have changed 
greatly in recent years. Many states have enacted laws making 
it impossible to conduct our affairs as in the past. Our present 
day mercantile buildings and special hazards are vastly different 
from a decade ago, presenting questions of hazard that can only 
be correctly answered by men who have been schooled in the 
science of rate making, and who devote their entire time and 
energy to this very important branch of the business. Therefore 
for these reasons, and others equally as good that might be 
mentioned, the plans of operation of the business that were good 
plans thirty or even ten years ago, are no longer of value. The 
statement has been made that the field man's usefulness and in- 
fluence upon the business is gone, and that he is* now little more 
than the traveling clerk to do unquestioned the bidding of his 
company officer or manager. With this I do not agree. Being 
reUeved entirely from the burden of rate making and from the 
enforcement of rates, except as to the adequacy of same from his 
own company's viewpoint, and in most cases with no losses to 
adjust but those where his company alone is interested, and fre- 
quently not even these, his time is free to build up the business 
of his company along more nearly ideal lines, and permanently 
and profitably. One line of work which has recently presented 
itself and in which field men are already doing splendid service 
is the effort being made to reduce the immense annual fire waste 
in this country. The public and even those of us who are engaged 
in the fire insurance business are prone to think, that if property 
is insured there is no real loss in case of destruction by fire. But 
this is an entirely erroneous conclusion. The destruction of 
values and the retiring from actual existence of property that is 
needed for the well being, and comfort, and support of the people, 
is a loss absolute, and one that no money payment can replace. 
It is wiped out of existence and must be created and toiled for 
again by persons engaged in all the varied life pursuits. 
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In several states the field men regardless of class have banded 
themselves together in organizations known as Fire Prevention 
Associations. The work of these bodies is solely along lines of 
co-operative inspections of general and specific conditions in the 
towns and cities of their states, and presenting to individual 
owners and occupants of buildings and the municipal authorities 
the defects found, and requesting that they be corrected. In the 
states of Ohio and Missouri we now have associations of this kind 
working harmoniously and earnestly for the general good, and I 
understand that two more states will be added to the list in the 
near future — Illinois and Iowa. The value to be derived by 
every company represented in a city or town, from a visit of from 
twenty to forty experienced inspectors, who under the guidance 
of an efficient leader are divided into committees of two or three 
each, with a given district to cover, is readily seen. It has been 
the experience that the city officials uniformly greet these com- 
mittees with open arms, and render all possible help, to see that 
suggestions as to corrections are carried out. It has been said — 
and no doubt with good cause — that the reduction in the loss 
ratio in the state of Ohio in recent years, particularly in that 
portion of the state outside of the large cities, is largely due to 
the good work of the Ohio Fire Prevention Association. With 
these thoughts before us, surely our companies can well afford to 
give the services of their field men for the prosecution of the work, 
and these organizations should be encouraged and fostered. 

THE LIBRARY 

At the last Annual Meeting you authorized and instructed 
your Board of Directors to secure permanent quarters for this 
Association and its Library. At a recent meeting of the Library 
Committee a member made the statement that he never knew of 
an individual or an Association that amounted to anything, that 
did not have a home or a headquarters, to which an auburn haired 
gentleman who rejoices in his Scotch ancestry added, ''No, nor 
one that did not have a bank account." For some time we have 
had a very substantial bank account, and as you have just learned 
we now have a home, where our library can be enjoyed by our 
members. The report of the Library Committee has just been 
read to you giving the details of this new arrangement. They 
in conjunction with your Board of Directors have carried out 
your instructions. 

A LIFE MEMBERSHIP LIST 

We have among our members, some who have been active in 
the affairs of our Association and in its educational work for many 
years, and as the Association grows older, it seems to me only 
right and proper that after paying dues for a considerable time,*a 
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member should be relieved from further payment, and allowed 
to retain all the rights and privileges of an active member. I 
would therefore recommend and ask that a resolution be intro- 
duced at this meeting changing our By-laws, so as to create a Life 
Membership List, to which would be transferred all members 
after they have paid dues for twenty-five years, either as active 
or associate members. In order to ascertain to what extent this 
would lessen our yearly income, I have carefully gone over the roll 
and find that if this resolution becomes operative next year, the 
total of the eligibles will be fifty-seven active members and two 
associate members, provided, of course, that all these members 
pay this year's dues and survive until that time. This would 
mean a loss to the Association of only two hundred and ninety- 
one dollars and I doubt if it would ever very much exceed this 
figure. There is another thought as to the financial side of this 
question. I beUeve that many a man who now resigns from the 
Association after a membership of from fifteen' to twenty years, 
would not do so if he knew that by continuing a few years longer 
he would be given this place of honor with no more dues to pay. 
It is quite probable that the money received from this class would 
more than offset the loss. Surely this Association can well afford 
to so honor and favor a member who has faithfully served the 
cause for a quarter of a century. 

in memoriam 

I have appointed the following committees to draft resolu- 
tions upon the memory of those members who have died since 
our last annual meeting: 

On the death of J. S. Belden— P. D. McGregor, H. C. Eddy,. 
J. W. Robertson. 

On the death of Martin Collins — E. T. Campbell, Fred. W. 
Bowers, H. M. Coudrey. 

On the death of Henry A. Dike — W. H. Daniels, Fred. H. 
Burke, Geo. R. Crosley. 

On the death of E. P. Foreman— W. F. Hawxhurst, J. W. 
O'Brien, A. M. L. Wasson. 

On the death of W. F. Fox— Thos. H. Smith, I. S. Black- 
welder, J. L. Whitlock. 

On the death of I. W. Holman — H. H. Friedley, Frank A. 
Phillips, John Stone. 

On the death of W. J. Marchbaxk — H. T. Lamey, J. Frank 
Edmunds, Geo. Webster. 

On the death of E. C. McCauley— H. C. Martin, R. G. Mc- 
Cullough, B. J. Gilmore. 
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On the death of E. V. Munn— W. E. Mariner, Geo. G. Wil- 
liams, Walter E. Atwater. 

On the death of E. A. Munson — W. H. Fulton, Frank Ritchie, 
L. D. Moody. 

On the death of D. C. Osmun — H. C. Eddy, John Marshall, Jr., 
M. L. C. Funkhouser, J. Mabbett Brown. 

On the death of John V. Thomas — W. N. Johnson, M. W. Van 
Yalkenburg, George H. Moore. 

On the death of J. Irving Riddle — W. P. Benton, John B. 
Cromer, A. J. Dillon. 

On the death of D. F. Vail— W. C. Boorn, Otto E. Greeley, 
Geo. C. Main. 

On the death of D. W. Wells — Geo. A. Armstrong, Frank H. 
Whitney, A. F. Powrie. 

On the death of E. P. Wise — L. S. MacEnaney, Robert S. 
Odell, H. E. Zimmer. 

Following the custom that has prevailed for a number of 
years, the reports of these several committees will not be read at 
this meeting but will be pubUshed as a part of our proceedings. 

The death roll this year is the longest in our history, with 
the single exception of last year, when nineteen of our numbers 
passed beyond. Among the number are two of the charter 
members of this Association, Edward P. Foreman and Wm. F. 
Fox. Mr. Fox had been an associate member for some years, 
but Mr. Foreman continued on the active list from the formation 
of the Association until his death. Dear Ed. Foreman. How 
well I remember our first meeting. It was at Indianapolis many 
years ago when I was in the employ of the firm that represented 
the old Franklin. He was a strong, vigorous man, in the prime 
of life and a power in the ranks of the field men. And the last 
meeting, a little more than a year ago in a small city in Northern 
Wisconsin. Then he was a mere shadow of his former self phys- 
ically, and so frail that I kept close to his side in walking from the 
hotel to our agent's office for fear the wind might blow him from 
his feet. But still in his actions there was the same will and the 
same desire shown to advance the interests of his company as 
in days of yore. These two men are the last upon our records 
as members, who were of the original fifteen. In the printed 
proceedings of this meeting sixteen new names will appear under 
the heading "In Memoriam." This list is a long one, gentlemen. 
At this time it numbers one hundred and eighty-two. It is 
growing slowly but steadily each year. No name is ever removed. 
There are no obligations, no changes. Once there it stays as long 
as our Association lives. Some day you and I will be on that list. 
Let us therefore give due heed and honor to the memory of our 
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members, as they one by one lay down life's burden, with its 
cares and sorrows, its disappointments and failures, as well as its 
joys and pleasures, for what we believe to be a better state. 

CLOSING 

In closing this brief address I feel that it is quite unnecessary 
for me to ask that you give close attention to the reading of the 
papers that are upon our program. These gentlemen who will 
address you have journeyed far and have given freely of their 
time in order that you might not only be edified but instructed. 
They have been selected from the ranks of the brightest men in 
our business and in kindred caUings. It is no small task to pre- 
pare an address for this Association, as you well know, but in 
looking back over the work of progi'am building I am gratified 
to recall the cheerful and prompt responses made by so many 
to my request that they help in the educational work of our 
great Association. And this is as it should be. Those in our 
business who have attained prominence in it owe it to themselves 
and to their associates to give of their time and of their knowledge 
to the help and enlightenment of others. 

Mr. Chamberlin — 

It is customary, I beUeve, to refer the President's Address to 
a committee of five to be selected by the chair, and a motion to 
that effect will now be in order. 

Mr. Otto E. Greeley— 

I move that a committee of five be appointed by the chair, 
to consider and report on the President's Address. 

Motion duly seconded and carried. 

Mr. Chamberlin — < 

The motion has prevailed that a committee of five be 
appointed to report on the President's Address, and I will appoint 
on that committee Messrs. Thomas E. Gallagher, Robert S. Odell, 
P. D. McGregor, C. T. Deatrick and H. H. Friedley. 

Here the President resumes the chair. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the appointment by the chair 
of a committee of five to nominate a Board of Directors for the 
ensuing year. This committee will nominate nine members of 
this Association, which with the four officers make thirteen. I 
will appoint on that committee Messrs. W. 0. ChamberHn, 
Raynolds Barnum, J. B. Tallman, Fred. B. Barnes and B. J. 
Gilmore. 



President's Address 33 

The President — 

Gentlemen of the Association: We have had a great many 
distinguished men address this Association, but I feel that we 
are particularly fortunate this year in being able to secure for the 
delivery of the Annual Address the gentleman who has consented 
to favor us in this regard. It was my pleasure to journey down 
to New York in July last, with the object in view of interesting 
this gentleman in this subject. I was told by a number of my 
friends prominent in the business there, that it was useless for 
me to try to secure him for this Address — that he was too busy 
and it could not be done. I had often heard that statement 
made of other things in life, particularly in our business. People 
say, "Oh, its no use to go to Smith or Jones to place your com- 
pany. Of course they are the best agents in town but it will 
be just a waste of your time to try to interest them in other 
companies for they are too busy now." But if that agency 
looked particularly desirable to me I would try them anyway 
and I am happy to say that by that method I was able to secure 
this gentleman for the Annual Address. I afterwards called on 
a gentleman with whom I had talked previously about the 
matter and he said, "Well, I'll tell you, Mr. DeWitt, that just 
exempHfies the statement that if you want anything done, go to 
the busiest man in town and he will do it for you. I believe 
Mr. Richards is the busiest man in the CSty of New York.'* 
I take great pleasure, gentlemen, in introducing to you, Mr. 
E. G. Richards of New York, United States Manager of the North 
British & Mercantile Insurance Company, and President of the 
Commonwealth Insurance Company of New York. Mr. Richards. 

Mr. E. G. Richards— 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Once more in the coursing seasons we look back upon vaca- 
tion days, and forward to the duties of another year. While 
doing so, perhaps a flitting shadow of regret reminds us of the 
familiar lines: 

I slept, and dreamed that life was Beauty; 

I woke, and found that life was Duty. 

Yet we should not permit the beauty of life and the pleasure of 
living to be all a dream, nor the inspirations which fields and 
forests, mountains and ocean, and pleasant companionship have 
brought into our lives during vacation days, to be dispelled or 
forgotten, simply because the duties of Hfe have called us back. 
Doubtless every one in his heart, whether or no he will confess 
it, believes that healthy and manly sentiment, even in our strenu- 
ous business lives, softens asperities, kindles and preserves friend- 
ships, making us think better of others and ourselves. 
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We also realize, while traveling along the many highways of 
fire underwriting, that the outlook is broad and attractive, not- 
withstanding there is always before us the pillar of fire by night 
and day, not as a guide, but as a reminder of the uncertainties 
of our calhngi 

Each finds his own particular path is, at times, quite apart 
from others; it leads across fields and meadows, sometimes in 
the open or through thickets, but absorbed in his own efforts to 
achieve personal success, his line of vision is too often shortened 
and he may unconsciously lose breadth of outlook and human 
sympathies which should be his and for which he doubtless longs. 

Perhaps, therefore, when meeting friend and acquaintance 
upon occasions Hke this, he is surprised to find how much of interest 
and value has escaped him quite within his own line of vision, 
which would have been his if his mind had been more receptive 
to that which was before him. 

Do we not all, at times, have this experience? 

If we had the time to find a place 
And sit us down full face to face 
With our better selves, that cannot show 
In our daily life that rushes so, 
Brothers, the souls of all would shine 
If we had the time. 

I presume it is expected, and I am sure it is most natural, 
that our thoughts and conversation at these times should turn 
to the well-worn topics of our profession, which if old are always 
interesting to every underwriter who is in love with his business 
and is working for its best development. 

My address for this occasion has therefore been given the 
title 

A TOPICAL ESSAY 

^^ Science is knowledge, but knowledge arranged in an orderly 
and systematic manner, hence the common expression, of reducing 
a subject to a science.'' 

Fire underwriting is without such scientific foundation, and, 
being a business which is chiefly based upon experience and judg- 
ment rather than knowledge, it can never become nor be reduced 
to a science. 

It is from the well of experience that we acquire judgment. 
We know for a given period and in a stated class of hazard the 
exact amount of loss sustained and number of fires causing that 
loss, against which our records show that a certain number of 
risks have been insured in the aggregate for a certain sum, for 
which an aggregate amount of premium has been received; from 
this record we learn whether the class, as a whole, has been 
profitable or unprofitable and its average cost per risk; but from 
it we cannot obtain the cost of insuring a specified or a single risk. 
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Rates of premium for future risks are approximated from 
past experience. Exactness in the premium rate is impossible, 
for the nearest approach to specific knowledge which is within 
our reach is that which experience gives of the cost in the past of 
an average risk, an inseparable onej in the sea of many thousands 
of its class. 

Beyond this we cannot go, for we are without information 
or the slightest means of ascertaining the cost of insuring a 
standard risk, or the defects in a risk which disquahfy it for a 
standard grading, which defects are duly itemized and charged 
for in our various schedules. The charges which are made there- 
for are purely hypothetical for the reason stated. 

The conclusion, therefore, is apparently inevitable that fire 
insurance can never be reduced to a science but must ever be 
conducted upon Hues of approximation. It would seem impos- 
sible, however, for one to have spent many years in its pursuit 
and not have reached the conclusion that the occurence of fires, 
however caused, is governed by some law which largely controls, 
if not determines, their frequency. 

However mysterious or uncertain that law may be, every 
underwriter recognizes it as 

THE LAW OF AVERAGE 

and is influenced by it in the conduct of his business. 

The individual fire seems an incident unrelated to any other 
fire. 

Even many such, when grouped together, may still seem an 
incongruous collection having no special significance. 

But the greater the number and the larger the territory em- 
braced, the clearer becomes the evidence that some law of average 
operates to produce similar results in successive years. 

The lover of statistics will readily find corroboratory evidence 
of this opinon by comparing ratios of fire loss to amounts insured 
in the United States over a series of years. 

For instance, for the last ten years (according to '^Insurance 
by States") the ratio of losses paid (amounting to over one billion 
dollars) to amounts insured, was two-thirds of 1 per cent. 

This period is not a favorable one to choose for illustration, 
as it includes conflagration losses which, in their aggregate amount, 
surpassed all previous conflagration records for a like period in 
the history of the world, yet with these exceptional conditions 
the highest ratio of loss in any one of those years was one and 
two-thirds per cent, in 1906 (the year of the San Francisco dis- 
aster), the lowest was one-half per cent, in 1907, and, if the 
Baltimore and San Francisco losses be omitted, the pendulum of 
extremes swung only from .63 of 1 per cent, in 1899 to .50 in 
1907, during that ten-year period. 
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What mysterious cause operated to produce these remarkably 
similar results. 

Certainly not mere chance, else the variations might well 
have been of the wildest kind. 

Similar evidences of average are to be found in the well-kept 
classification books of a single company having a medium or 
large volume of business. A single class for one year may show 
a large profit, while for the following year it may show heavy 
loss, and it will be found that the results of any particular group 
are never dependable year after year, for while the premiums 
based upon the experience of previous years may be fairly well 
approximated, the losses to occur are an unknown and undeterm- 
inable factor, making any adjustment of rates to produce a given 
percentage of profit (as is sometimes advocated) as impossible, 
as absurd. 

Yet when the many classes into which the business of that 
company has been divided are grouped together — widely varying 
as the record of profit and loss will be, class by class — the busi- 
ness of that company in its entirety, will (if conflagration losses 
be eliminated) show clear evidence of the law of average by the 
comparatively small variations between successive years, which 
evidence is yet more positive as the process of aggregation is 
continued. 

Accepting as a fact the conclusion that experience is directly 
affected or controlled by this law of average, it would seem clear 
that the conditions under which we insure must be such as are 
in hariliony and full compliance with its teachings, if we expect 
to bring our business up to a plane at all resembling a science. 

We can never secure that harmony or compUance with the 
law of average, unless each insurance contract gives the assured 
protection under the same fundamental conditions as given by 
every other contract. 

Rates of premium must necessarily vary according to the 
measure of the hazard, but the proportion of value upon which 
premiums are required to be paid must be the same for one insurer 
as another, or at least in any event the loss which the policyholder 
may sustain must not be collectible for any greater proportion 
thereof than the proportion of value which he has insured and 
paid premium for, bears to the whole value, otherwise the lightly 
insured gains an unjust advantage in the majority of losses over 
the party insuring for full or nearly full value because the loss 
rate thus increased correspondingly affects and tends to increase 
the premium rate. 

This brings us to a requirement which in my judgment should 
be made obligatory upon the insurer, as a condition in every 
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policy contract without exception, fortified by statutory enactment 
viz., that obligation or condition which, unfortunately, fire under- 
writers have named 

''co-insurance/' 

Your attention is particularly directed to the effect of the 
absence of this obligation from the insurance contract, which 
prevents a close approximation to equitable rates. 

The basic principle of fire insurance being average, if every 
policy issued contained a condition that the assured should re- 
cover in case of loss no greater proportion than the amount 
insured bore to some uniform proportion of the value of the 
property insured, then all losses that occurred under such policies 
would be paid on that basis and the ratio then shown of losses 
to amounts written or premiums received in a particular class, 
would be a reliable basis from which an average rate could be 
justly and correctly predicated, and no one assured would secure 
any greater measure of protection for each dollar of value insured 
than any other. But, of the manifold premiums In a particular 
class for a specified time, if, as is now the case, some are on a basis 
of 100 per cent, insurance to value, others on 80 per cent., and 
many others but very Hghtly insured, and the majority or perhaps 
all without the condition above referred to, it is plain that the 
losses sustained in such class would be in larger proportion to the 
premiums as well as to the amounts insured, and thus the cost 
of insurance necessarily increased to those who carry full or 
substantially full insurance to value, with the opposite result for 
those who insure but a part of their values yet secure protection 
upon their full values up to the amount of their insurance. 

There is no better way to illustrate this than by the system 
of governmental taxation, for the principle is the same in either 
case. 

If the system of fixing by assessment the values of property 
subject to taxation was abolished. Citizen ''A^' might pay his 
percentage of tax upon 75 per cent, of his values, while "B" might 
pay his on but 50 per cent, of his values,' ''C on 25 per cent., 
and others upon any basis of value which they might personally 
choose, and in such event the government (state or national) 
would fail to secure a sufficient amount of taxes to meet its needs. 
The principle of equality between the various taxpayers would 
be destroyed and the government would be unable to fix a rate 
which could be depended upon to yield the sum required, because 
the total sum of assessed values would be wanting. 

If fire insurance should ever be conducted by a state or by 
the national government, there is little doubt but that losses and 
expenses would be assessed against the insuring taxpayer in pre- 
cisely the same manner as all other tax^s are levied, viz., upon the 
full assessed values of property so protected. 



38 Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting 

It is reported that the United States Steel Corporation 
strongly objected to the use of co-insurance conditions in its 
fire policies, but when fire insurance was abandoned and the 
corporation carried its own risks, creating a department for the 
purpose, each separate plant was required to pay into a common 
fund annually a premium based upon the full value of the property; 
thus, that Corporation recognized the principle of co-insurance as 
fundamentally necessary for equalizing the cost of insurance 
between its many properties. But our stock fire insurance com- 
panies are not in an equally strong and independent position. 

First: The sentiment for universal co-insurance is not 
general, and even if it were the companies would not unite in 
the enforcement of such a condition; and 

Second: The laws of several states (largely, too, in the ter- 
ritory of this Association) prohibit the use of co-insurance in the 
insurance contract. 

It is a singular fact that while these states (which prohibit 
co-insurance) are required by law to collect their taxes upon a 
uniform basis of assessed valuation of all taxable property (in- 
cluding taxes on the full amount of fire premiums collected by 
our companies), they refuse that right to fire insurance companies, 
whose business is of a quasi-pubUc nature, and to whom the ad 
valorum principle is quite as essential in the levying of their 
premium tax to meet the enormous fire waste of the country, as 
to the states. 

It appears to me that there can be but one equitable method 
for equalizing the tax burden of fire insurance and that is 
the plan which would require every insurer to insure his property 
to a fixed and uniform proportion of value, and faiUng to do so, 
to allow him to collect in case of loss no greater proportion of 
same than his insurance bore to the agreed or legalized propor- 
tion of value of his property damaged. 

Its effect would be two-fold. 

First: By its use the average rate would be reduced because 
it would be an inducement to the insurer to insure his property 
to the proportion of value required for full idemnity, and in this 
manner larger sums would be paid for insurance and thus the 
average loss rate of the companies would be reduced. 

Second: The average rate would be further reduced by the 
use of the clause, for the liability for loss of each company would 
in many cases be less, because it would then be Uable for no 
greater proportion of a loss than the proportion of value insured, 
the assured receiving full protection to the extent for which he 
had paid premium, but no more. 

This clause is practicililly a universal requirement in New 
York City, where about one-tenth of the entire premiums of the 
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country are collected. Only household furniture of less than 
$2500 value is now exempted from this requirement. 

As an example of the effect of the absence of the clause I 
would remark: 

In Ohio for the years 1900 and 1901, the losses in which my 
own company was interested were $201,203 greater for itself 
and the other companies interested in those losses (for which 
they received no premium), than would have been if an 80 per 
cent, co-insurance clause had been used in the policies thus 
involved. 

I am confident that rates of insurance are much higher be- 
cause of the effect produced upon premiums and losses in the 
manner described, through the absence of the co-insurance 
principle, and I would not regard an estimate of 25 to 30 per 
cent, as unreasonably high for such excess ratio of cost. 

I will add a few brief "positive opinions" for your considera- 
tion ; trusting they may at least be found worthy of your thought 
and discussion. 

First: As stated earlier in this address, the use of the word 
*^co-insurer" or its co-ordinates, "co-insure'' or "co-insurance," 
when applied to or used in connection with the assured is unfor- 
tunate, to say the least, and their use should be tabooed by every 
imderwriter and for the following reasons: 

Worcester defines "to insure" as "to make sure or secure,'' 
or "to secure against possible loss under stipulated conditions." 

A "co-insurer" is "one who insures with another underwriter," 
but the assured is neither an "insurer" nor a "co-insurer" nor 
an "underwriter," simply because with a co-insurance clause 
upon his policy he prefers to carry less insurance than the clause 
calls for and in case of loss suffers from his short-sighted economy ! 

He is only gambling upon the chances of loss, and is in no 
sense making himself "sure or secure" by so doing! In reality 
the insuring property owner can never be a co-insurer. 

The use of these words in the manner referred to has caused 
a vast amount of misunderstanding with our assured, and with 
not a few insurance men, while I believe it has been an indirect 
cause of much hostile legislation. 

I ask your consideration in favor of changing the name of 
the so-called "co-insurance" clause, to "Zoss liability'' clause or 
"assessed value" clause, though my own preference is for the first 
of these two. The form of the clause should always follow sub- 
stantially that of the clause (a legal requirement in the state of 
New York, if used at all), which provides that the liabihty of the 
company for loss shall be such proportion thereof as the amount 
insured under its policy bears to the value or a stated percentage 
of value, etc., etc. 
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Second: I commend the plan of making a flat charge of 50 
cents (not per cent.) in every rating schedule for the absence of 
co-insurance in the policy, treating such as a defect and subject 
to no reduction whatever except for guarantee of clause in con- 
tract. Then, in case of acceptance of the clause by the assured 
(if the state laws permit its use), a reduction would be made in 
a 1 per cent, rate of 50 per cent., and upon a high rate, say of 
5 per cent., the reduction would amount to but 10 per cent.; 
thus automatically grading the reduction therefore in proportion 
to its real value. 

Third: I have never known the use of a co-insurance clause 
for any percentage of value to create a moral hazard nor am I 
able to believe it will. Whenever an insured desires to realize 
in a criminal way upon his insurance policies he has little trouble 
in obtaining all the insurance wanted, unless generally known to 
be a doubtful or suspicious party. 

Fourth: I do not favor graded or conditional co-insurance. 
Most important of all, the clause, if possible, should be made 
obligatory by law and for a uniform proportion of the cash value. 

More than a century ago Whelpley wrote his Compendium 
of History. 

It was at a time when our country was young, when terri- 
torial expansion had but just received its first great impulse 
through the purchase from France of the Louisiana Territory, 
when the country west of the Mississippi was but Uttle known 
and largely unexplored. 

It was then that agricultural conditions in New England were 
most favorable and concerning which Whelpley wrote as follows : 

"Agriculture forms the most important interest in the United 
States. The people may, with propriety, be called an agricul- 
tural people. 

"The domestic history of the young farmer in this country 
cannot be read but with a romantic pleasure, such as a poetic 
.fancy feels in reading the fictions of the Golden Age. He early 
unites his fortunes and destiny with some rural nymph whose 
virtue, kindness, prudence, and industry seldom fail to dignify 
the raptures or passion into the calm sunshine of lasting benevo- 
lence and esteem. They have no property — the new countries 
invite them, and they go thither animated with the most laudable 
and sanguine expectations. 

"By a few years' labor, which they pass through with resolu- 
tion, cheerfulness, and hope, they acquire competence, frequently 
wealth. Their numerous offspring are trained up in habits of 
industry, economy, and virtue. They settle around their parents, 
form a little society of most enduring friendship and, living in 
love and peace, they are prosperous and happy. 
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"The middle and northern states are cultivated by the very 
people who own the lands; each farmer does his own labor, he 
not only superintends but leads in his fields. 

'^During the intervals of labor, he reads the newspapers, 
talks pplitics, and becomes, at least in his own estimation, a 
profound statesman. 

**It must indeed be confessed that no class of laborers on earth 
are so well informed as the New England farmer." 

Though we may smile at this glowing account of the Eastern 
farmer in those early days, it was this agricultural people of good 
stock that had much to do with the settlement of your great 
Middle West and Northwest country, for the irresistible impulse 
inherent in our race to push ever westward, led to the rapid open- 
ing up of new territory, and gradually, as news reached the east 
of the wonderful fertility of the western prairie, the New England 
farmer saw visions of greater prosperity and began to leave his 
rocky farm and home country to make a new home in the west. 

Not only the farmer boys but the youth of city and town 
throughout the eastern states were alike attracted by the wider 
opportunities offered in the new El Dorado. 

The places thus made vacant were filled in part through the 
natural increase in population, but also by immigration, the 
stream of which at first small, steadily increased, and new impulse 
was given to it by the conditions growing out of the Civil War. 

The West thus received some of the best blood the East had 
to give, while the latter has suffered from its inability, to assimi- 
late and educate its new citizens from foreign lands with the same 
rapidity with which they have arrived and settled there. 

ILLITERACY AND ITS EFFECT UPON THE FIRE WASTE 

Some years ago I obtained from the United States Census 
Report for the year 1900 the ratios of illiterates to total inhabi- 
tants of each state with the hope of discovering by comparison 
a marked relation between illiteracy and fire waste. The result 
of that comparison justified the hope, as it showed that the 
states havijig illiterates to total population ranging from 2.3 per 
cent, to 10 per cent, experienced an average loss rate of .70. 
Those states ranging from 10 per cent, to 20 per cent, of illiterates 
showed an average loss rate of .82, and the states having a ratio 
of illiterates exceeding 20 per cent, had an average loss rate of 
1.01. The loss rates quoted were for the ten-year period 1894- 
1903. 

It also appears that the lowest ratios of illiteracy are to be 
found in the states between the Ohio River and the Pacific 
Ocean — a compliment to the territory of this Association, which 
we of the eastern states congratulate you upon, and the same time 
claim therefor on behalf of our ancestors a little of the credit. 
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Nebraska is at the head of the Ust, showing the lowest ratio 
of iUiteracy of any state in the Union, viz., 2.3 per cent.; Wyom- 
ing, Iowa, Utah, Washington, Kansas, Minnesota, Oregon, 
Colorado, South Dakota, Illinois, Ohio, North Dakota, Michigan, 
Wisconsin, Indiana, Idaho, and Oklahoma, follow Nebraska in 
the order given — the last having a ratio of 5.5 per cent., and 
then we reach New York with a ratio of 5.97; then follow Maine, 
Montana, California, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New Jersey, 
Missouri, Vermont, New Hampshire, and Pennsylvania — the last 
with a ratio of 7.6 per cent. 

The foregoing statement indicates a higher average of intelli- 
gence of the people west of the Ohio River than is apparent in 
the balance of the country, and, if so, it is fair to assume that 
their responsibility is correspondingly greater for just laws and 
wise, far-seeing treatment of all problems affecting the great 
burden of the fire waste of the country upon property-owning 
insurers. 

FIRE WASTE IN THE UNITED STATES 

One of the serious questions which confronts the people of 
this country is the problem of its enormous fire waste which far 
outstrips every other country in its ratio of fire loss. 

The art of prevention of fire has apparently advanced much 
less in this country than the methods of discovery and extin- 
guishment; but when here, as in many parts of Europe, the prop- 
erty owner is made severely responsible for any fires which occur 
on his own premises, one vital, perhaps pre-eminent, cause of 
our immense fire waste, which amounts to nearly two hundred 
and fifty milUon dollars annually, will be reached, because moral 
hazard and carelessness will be practically eliminated, and a 
greater incentive then exists than now for better and safer 
buildings. 

This work cannot be accomplished by the insurance com- 
panies. 

The strong arm of law is the only effective force which can 
be employed successfully to this end. 

How humilating to the American is the comparison between 
the loss records of this country and those of Germany, France, 
and Great Britain, where the fire loss is merely nominal and con- 
flagrations, as we know them, are of the rarest occurance. 

Doubtless most of us have read the recently published record 
of loss by fire in Paris and the cost of maintaining its fire depart- 
ment, which appeared in the New York Journal of Commerce. 

For a ten-year period (1888-1897) the average amount of 
loss per fire in that city was $1257, while in the following ten-year 
period its average fire loss had dropped to $1025. 
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Only seventeen hundred and forty-eight fires in that great 
city during the year 1907, the total amount of loss being but 
$1,450,215, while the cost of maintaining the fire department for 
that year amounted to but $585,066! 

A friend related to me that in a large university town in Eng- 
land recently visited by him, a professor in the university remarked • 
to him that during his twelve years of residence there, the fire- 
engines had not left their houses in a single instance to attend 
a fire. 

Surely we have much to learn from other countries in this 
matter, and no better work could be untertaken in our national 
interest than for a competent committee, representing the East, 
Pacific, West, and South, to visit some of the countries where 
the fire hazard is so effectively controlled, and obtain for our 
American cities and towns the secret of their success. We have 
many organizations that are doing splendid work in this direc- 
tion ; but all are working for improvement in the physical hazard, 
nothing having been undertaken of a combined nature to control 
the personal or moral hazard. 

A POSSIBLE REMEDY 

I believe the experiment would be well worth trying of at- 
tempting to control by law this more than serious phase of the 
subject. 

Personally, I favor and consider practicable the enactment of 
a law which would permit an insurer to collect from his insurers, 
in case of fire originating upon his own premises (except from 
known cause beyond his control) not more than 50 per cent, of 
his loss; and, if such fire extended to the property of others, 
whether tenants in the same building or property adjoining or 
exposed by his premises, that he could then collect from his 
insurers only such proportion of his own loss as the amount of 
loss and damage to his own property bore to the loss upon all 
property involved. 

The law could permit certain exceptions; If, in the case of a 
mercantile house, manufacturer, or other property owner, it 
could be shown to the authorities that larger protection from 
insurance was essential, exemption in all or part could be given 
by special authority, such exemption being listed, pubUshed, 
and kept on file with the police and fire marshal. The enforce- 
ment of some such law would reach the primary causes of the 
larger part of our annual fire loss. 

The passage of better building laws would be easy of accom- 
plishment; the fire marshal would be in large demand; the insurer 
be certain to see that his building was made safe, that vertical 
and side openings were effectually protected by approved devices, 
watchfulness against carelessness of every kind would be vastly 
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increased, and every appliance for extinguishing fires — from the 
automatic sprinkler to the fire pail — would be brought into 
service. 

In this country a premium is placed upon carelessness, in- 
difference, and, worse than either, incendiarism, by the lack of 
thorough investigation into the origin of fires and the ease with 
which fire insurance is collected after a fire has occurred. 

What reduction from present rates of insurance would you 
my fellow officials, be willing to grant for such safeguarding of 
your interests? Would thirty or forty per cent, be too much? 
I think not; for I fully believe the fire waste of this country, by 
the universal application of such restrictive laws, would be re- 
duced to less than one-half of its present total; and a successful 
test of some such plan by a single state, would lead to its adop- 
tion by others. 

TAXATION STATE AND CITY 

Another matter which we may profitably consider upon this 
occasion is the subject of taxation^ the burden of which is yearly 
becoming more oppressive upon the companies, and through 
them the insuring property owner, to whom the burden is neces- 
sarily transferred. The system generally enforced is not that of 
a tax upon the profits, if any, derived from the business ; neither 
is it simply a hcense system. The fire insurance companies of the 
United States which report to the Insurance Department of New 
York state paid to their policy-holders during the last ten years 
the enormous sum of over eleven hundred miUion dollars for fire 
losses. This sum represented property destroyed, the fire waste 
of the country, to meet which miUions of policy-holders paid 
premiums to the companies, to be distributed among the thou- 
sands whose property had been burned. 

It is inconceivable why such funds should be taxed, yet the 
various states in the Union collected in taxes, Hcenses and fees, 
from 2 J to 3 per cent, upon the losses so paid, thus increasing 
needlessly the burden of the fire waste upon the community. 

Furthermore, the same per centum of tax was collected upon 
the expenses of conducting the fire insurance business, which thus 
became in part a tax upon taxes. 

In brief, these taxes were collected upon premium receipts, 
and as but 2 per cent, of the entire premiums of eighteen hundred 
million dollars collected during the period named remained in 
the hands of the companies after paying fire losses, taxes, com- 
missions, and other expenses, the taxes thus collected became 
a tax upon the property owner and an increase by just that sum 
in the fire-waste burden of the country. 

In an able address upon the subject of taxation upon insurance 
delivered by the Hon. E. E. Rittenhouse, Commissioner of Insur- 
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ance of Colorado, before the convention of International Asso- 
ciation of Accideht Underwriters, in Atlantic City, New Jersey, 
July 7, he characterized this heavy tax as **a most unfair and 
indefensible discrimination against insurance as an institution, 
which is applied to no other class of corporations." 

Not finding readily available the total amount, nor the ratio 
of taxes, licenses and fees levied upon the premium income of 
the fire insurance companies for 1907, state by state, I have 
adopted for the present purpose, as probably representative of 
the average company's experience, the ratios of such taxes as 
were paid by the company I represent, the North British and 
Mercantile. 

For the year 1907, the ratio of taxes paid to state and city 
in the United States was 2.58 per cent., which for the companies 
reporting to New York State would represent at least six million 
dollars. 

But it is interesting to observe the treatment of the fire insur- 
ance interests in the various sections of the country. 

For instance, the states west of the Rockies, to which we may 
add Texas for this particular purpose, impose a lighter -burden of 
taxation than any other section. The New England and Middle 
States follow by an increased percentage which averaged about 2.50 
per cent. But the Southern and Western States are severest 
in their impositions upon the companies, their per cent, of taxa- 
tion ranging from the four lowest, Texas 1.74 per cent., Colorado 
2.48 per cent., Indiana 2.55 per cent., and Nebraska 2.64 per 
cent., to the four highest, Kansas 8.16 per cent.. South Dakota 
6.12 per cent.. North Dakota 4.64 per cent., and Alabama 4.98 
per cent., the tendency, as a whole j being toward a sHghtly 
heavier tax in the Middle West and Northwestern states than 
in the South, though the difference is slight. 

May I not, therefore, fairly urge this matter upon your especial 
consideration, inasmuch as the great Middle West — more highly 
favored in many ways than any other portion of our great coun- 
try — should set an example of fair dealing in this matter of tax- 
ation as between its states and the people of the United States, 
for it should be remembered that the expenses of conducting our 
business must be averaged among our insurers throughout the 
country in precisely the same manner as are fire losses, and 
therefore these excessive taxes are not simply levied upon the 
citizens of your own states, for they increase the burdens of the 
insurer in other states as well. 

Is it possible to defend upon any basis of right or justice per- 
centages of tax like those in Kansas of 8.16, South Dakota 6.12, 
North Dakota 4.64, Michigan 4.39, Iowa 4.28, or Alabama 4.98, 
and others nearly as severe? 
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In this connection I commend most earnestly a careful perusal 
of the valuable address of Hon. E. E. Rittenhouse on this subject, 
and express the hope that the action taken at the recent con- 
vention of insurance commissioners, which recommended a modi- 
fication in existing taxation upon insurance, and appointed a 
committee to handle the matter, will bear most acceptable fruit, 
and that the members of this Association — as well as every other 
American underwriter — will give active support to the movement. 

In closing, I would say that I am conscious my presentation 
of the matters referred to has been neither new nor novel, but 
they are such in themselves as rightfully claim our attention and 
deserve our best efforts toward improvement, not simply as 
representatives of the companies which we serve but as citizens 
and patriots of a common country. 

Fire insurance knows no state lines, for wherever our insurers 
are located there the principle of average extends and affects 
the interests of all. 

The companies represented at this meeting have stood the 
test of time and of conflagration. 

With the same alacrity and good faith with which their obli- 
gations in Baltimore and San Francisco were met, so are they 
prepared if similar adversity should visit any of the great cities 
in this Northwestern territory or elsewhere, to make good their 
obligations. 

Such protection to its business interests and its homes is 
worthy of the best that the state can do for the companies which 
are thus guaranteeing their prosperity. 

Is it not possible to bring these matters which we have here 
discussed to the attention of your citizens and legislators, that 
laws may be repealed, enacted, or so modified that the right of 
contract as between the companies and insurers may not be un- 
wisely infringed upon? That equality between poUcy-holders 
may be secured, relief be given from unjustifiable taxation, and 
the experiment be tried of bringing under control, if possible, the 
spirit of fire waste which now walks unrestrained up and down 
and across this country, depleting its resources and leaving a 
burden, great but needlessly so, upon the shoulders of every 
insurer. 

Surely the states should do their part in these matters, a part 
which the companies are helpless to perform! 

The President — 

I am sure, gentlemen, you have all enjoyed listening to this 
very able and instructive address and I would like to hear some 
remarks upon it by the members of this Association. 
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Mr. H. C. Eddy- 
It is my pleasure, Mr. President and gentlemen, to have had 
a great many years' personal acquaintance with the gentleman 
who has just favored us with such an admirable address. For 
many years, both in the east and in the west, we have been con- 
stantly meeting and billing and cooing together, even to the 
present date, and I take great pride in asking that this Associa- 
tion express its gratitude and appreciation to Mr. Richards for 
his excellent paper by tendering to him a rising vote of thanks, 
and I therefore make that motion. 

Motion was duly seconded and a rising vote of thanks was 
extended to Mr. Richards. 

The President — 

Now, gentlemen, just a word to you before we adjourn. The 
management of the Auditorium Hotel tenders us the use of this 
room at no expense to us whatever and all they have asked of 
us is that we give it to them at four o'clock this afternoon so they 
can prepare it for a banquet this evening. We have told them 
that we would do the very best we could to let them have it at 
that hour and in view of this I am going to start the meeting 
this afternoon at two o'clock sharp. We have an excellent pro- 
gram for this afternoon, and one of the most pleasing papers — 
one that you will all enjoy is the first one on the program. I 
hope you will all arrange to be here promptly at two o'clock so 
that you will not miss it. You all ought to hear it. A motion 
to adjourn is now in order. 

Motion duly made and carried and the meeting was adjourned 
to 2 o'clock in the afternoon. 



FIRST DAY— AFTERNuON SESSION 

The Association was called to order at 2 o'clock by the Presi- 
dent, Mr. DeWitt. 

The President — 

I am more than pleased with the hearty response of the mem- 
bers in complying with my request to assemble here at two 
o'clock. It is just splendid. We have a nice audience. We will 
proceed with our afternoon's program. The first paper you will 
appreciate and enjoy, I know. 

Way up in the Northwest they have great things of all sorts. 
One of the things of interest they have up there, particularly for 
an insurance man, is the State Board of Minnesota and the Dako- 
tas. It is said that it is the best state board we have ever had. 
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The head of that State Board this year is the gentleman who is 
to favor us with the first paper on our program this afternoon. 
He is a man not old in years, but of large experience and I am 
sure you will delight in his paper. Gentlemen, I take great 
pleasure in introducing to you, Mr. Lewis F. Daniel, State Agent of 
the Queen Insurance Company of New York in Minnesota, who 
lives in that famous of all towns, MinneapoUs. Mr. Daniel. 

Mr. Daniel — 



^'HARMONY"— A MESSAGE TO FIELDMEN 

Two special agents were returning to Duluth from a trip on 
one of the steamers that ply on Lake Superior. They had 
thoroughly enjoyed the magnificent scenery and the invigorating 
lake breeze, but were loosing their enthusiasm for the fish diet 
that formed a part of every meal and welcomed the appearance 
of a kidney stew which varied the monotony of their last meal 
on board. 

Special Agent No. 1 ate quite heartily of the kidney stew, 
but his friend yielded not to temptation and the result was that 
No. 1 soon became busy making a Marine Survey. 

^^What's the matter?" said No. 2. "Don't you feel well?" 

No reply. 

"Not sea sick, I hope?" 

"No — never was sea sick in my life — it's just a case of 'float- 
ing kidney'." 

Undoubtedly the underwriter who places floaters on the 
prohibited fist may save himself from the penalty that is apt to 
follow the sin of over-confidence. Many times, however, the 
innocent are made to suffer with the guilty, as you are now about 
to suffer from a moment of over-confidence on my part when I 
yielded to the blandishments of your president and consented 
to give you a paper on a subject which, with characteristic liber- 
ality, he left me to choose. 

A glance through various reports of previous annual meetings 
discloses a wide range of subjects treated therein, all of them 
more or less germane to the business of fire insurance ajid sus- 
ceptible of classification into twp general groups, viz., scientific 
and otherwise. 

The technical papers belonging to the first named group 
provide a valuable reference library to the student in the fire 
insurance business. 

The average fire insurance man, however, in common with 
members of other denominations, demands the food for the spirit 
and miscellaneous philosophical pabulum furnished by the 
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sermons, exhortations and creeds which group themselves under 
the second heading, many of which might bear the title '* Whither 
are we drifting — and if so to what extent." 

A careful inventory- of the writer's qualifications as a scientist 
reveals a profuse array of ignorance on all technical subjects 
and he is therefore compelled to Hsten, with pleased but envious 
ears, to the eminent soloists on the strange instruments of chem- 
istry, finance and improved risks, while taking his stand with the 
members of the chorus, giving voice to the old famiUar songs in 
the hope that harmony may prevail. 

Harmony is a word commonly associated with the field of 
music; but when scrutinized in the light of scientific research, it 
is capable of opening up to the eye of the imagination many 
broad vistas and devious pathways, which on being explored, 
will prove rich in beauty and withal so prodigal in variety as to 
satisfy every individual preference. 

There are the old everyday harmonies of food — good old duets 
like bread and butter, ham and eggs, cornbeef and cabbagfe. 

Passing to the other side of the curio hall, we see many har- 
monious blendings of liquid melody — exempHfied in the "cock- 
,tail," the **horse's-neck," the *^ pousse-caf e" and a certain deep 
sea libation known to seaport towns by the name of "fog-horn." 

To any one wishing to amplify his knowledge of the subject 
by exploring the shores of such a sea of liquid harmony I would 
suggest the use of the soft pedal; as the science of liquid acoustics 
tells us that a combination of echoes will reverberate from the 
other side of the gorge, producing such confusion that the per- 
former will be so lost amid conflicting vibrations that he can not 
tell whether he be coming or going. 

At times the waves of sound are soft and low, but it is pro- 
verbial that though the wave may recede the tide advances, 
finally engulfing the earnest explorer. 

The subject for our present consideration is indeed a broad 
one, for what phase of existence is without its examples of Har- 
mony. It pervades the whole creation and is manifested in all 
the works of nature. The entire universe is so attuned as to 
inspire the poet to speak of the "music of the spheres," suggesting 
something far beyond the powers of the finite mind unless, per- 
chance, that phrase has reference to the harmonious relations 
known to exist between the golf ball and the high-ball. 

But, laying aside a general consideration of so broad a subject, 
let us turn our attention to that particular kind of Harmony in 
which the field man should be vitally interested; the harmony 
that should obtain among a class of business men whose interests 
are so interwoven that the conduct of one affects to a greater 
or less degree the welfare of all; for I hold that the field man is 
clothed with a degree of responsibility sufficient to make him 
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largely instrumental in fostering or destroying good conditions 
throughout a given territory. 

Almost every one of us is familiar with the old time special 
agent. "Age can not wither nor custom stale his infinite variety." 
He was map-maker, rate-maker, inspector, adjuster and business- 
getter. The local agents' guide, philosopher and friend and an 
ever present help in time of trouble. 

But the biisiness of fire insurance has not escaped the epidemic 
of centralization and specialization now working such economic 
changes in all branches of commercial activity; and as time rolled 
on there burst upon his vision sundry map publishing companies 
who relieved him of the appetizing occupation of pacing off the 
length of the livery stable and stumbling over tomato cans in 
alleys, trying to map out a small patch upon the county seat. 

Later on appeared the expert in measurement of relative fire 
hazard, vulgarly called "rater'' or "deanite" — also various ad- 
justment and inspection bureaus. 

Who can wonder then that during this evolutionary period 
one could find at times, among the rank and file of field men, 
an occasional pessimistic brother who would exclaim, with 
Othello "My occupation's gone." 

But no. 

The poor we have always with us. 

No one nowadays disputes the fact that the specialization in 
rate and map making, improved risk inspection and co-operation 
on adjustments leave the modern special agent time to develop 
along the other important and manifold phases of a business 
said to be in its infancy. 

Were he not relieved of those details, he could no more do 
justice to the planting, cultivation and supervision of his field 
than could the farmer of olden days cradle his grain in compe- 
tition with modern farm implements; or the department store 
manager attend in person to waiting on his customers, making 
change and keeping books. 

One might say there is nothing left of the duties of the special 
agent that can not be summed up in the three words: 

^^Get the business.'^ 

That is indeed a comprehensive phrase. It has a ring to it 
like a war cry and I doubt not is pretty generally so used. But 
if, as some maintain, the special agent of today is a salesman 
pure and simple, he were simple indeed and far from pure did 
he not recognize the existence of some code of ethics — some duty 
owed to the welfare of the agency business in general. 

Self-preservation is the first law of nature, whether it be 
exemplified in the individual or in the group. It is the operation 
of that law that prompts the local agent to fear a rate-war in his 
own town and the same law of self-interest should be no less 
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potent in keeping ever in the special agent's mind that true say- 
ing: "What's good for the hive is good for the bee," so that he 
may bend his efforts against demoralized conditions throughout 
his own particular field. 

So far as I can learn, the field where perfect conditions are 
foimd does not exist. The visitor to such a field would find not 
harmony but silence. 

Harmony presupposes activity. While it may sometimes be 
produced by accident, sustained harmony is never achieved 
without an effort on the part of the individual to co-operate 
with the group in following a code laid down for the general good. 

The singing school of forty or fifty years ago undoubtedly 
gave a strong uplift to the cause of harmony, in a musical sense,* 
in this country and extending the metaphor, I offer the suggestion 
that there is no better medium than the field club for harmoniz- 
ing all the big and little noises in the fire insurance business. 

The life of the Field Club is in its meetings. 

The Field Club that really lives has an annual meeting and 
outing combined, and by the same token the Field Club without 
that feature is apt to be a '^dead one." 

It is at that meeting especially that the keynote is struck and 
that keynote is ''good fellowship." 

The special agent who has never attended one of these func- 
tions has much to learn of the unwritten work of the insurance 
fraternity and the chronic disturber in the field is quite apt to 
be a chronic absentee on such occasions. 

I am forced to admit that the Minnesota and North Dakota 
Fire Underwriters, of which I am a member, has furnished me 
with most of my knowledge of such organizations, and I trust 
you will pardon my apparent egotism in bringing it to your 
notice by the use of the personal pronoun. 

Like the Fire Underwriters' Association of the Northwest, our 
membership embraces representatives of both classes of com- 
panies; any discussion of commissions or separation being ruled 
out of order, and we think we have some of the best brands of 
Harmony known to the music-loving public. 

At our last annual outing in Minnesota we were happy in 
commanding the services of that eminent vocalist and willing 
performer Steve Cate, who, in three short days, brought the 
Glee Club to a high state of proficiency; evolving from the raw 
material at hand many soothing sounds, including liquid melody, 
close harmony, and a result that resists any definite classification 
but is called "Sweet AdeUne." 

Our "State Board," as it is familiarly known, possesses a regular 
choir made up of the five members of the executive committee, 
president and vice-president, with a lady accompanist, otherwise 
known as secretary. 
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The choir meets for practice twice a month and every quarter 
we all get together for a song service. There are part songs by 
various committees, as well as good hearty congregational singing. 

Once a year comes the camp meeting, which for the past three 
years has been held on the shores of the lake at Osakis, but the 
hotel keeper out there is losing his ear for music and some of 
the boys have been humming "Shall We Gather at the River." 

The camp meeting is always well attended and never fails to 
bring out the best there is in everyone. 

We generally import several artists of distinction to render 
solos on wind instruments, giving them the privilege of the floor 
— they never have any difficulty in keeping on the key, for they 
are good fellows all, and, as I said before, good fellowship is the 
dominant note throughout the program. 

We have a correspondence course in Harmony to which 
various mutual companies belong, and I may say that while 
working on a plan we do not uphold, these companies are officered 
by men of sufficiently good business judgment to be actuated by 
the Minnesota and North Dakota watchword, "Get the Rates." 

When under the old system, with rate making machinery in 
control of the State Board, it was finally decided to furnish rates 
to the mutual companies under a written agreement to observe 
those rates, some were apprehensive as to the results. The 
move seemed revolutionary and so it was, but nevertheless in 
harmony with the spirit of the times, which moves toward pub- 
licity and a frank attitude toward the public on the part of the 
companies. 

Under the present system our constitution says nothing about 
rates; estimates being sold to the companies or anyone else who 
may wish them by an expert in that hne of business. 

We do have a paragraph, however, relating to "good prac- 
tices" and any member who may feel inclined to start a discord 
knows that the other fellow can go just as far as he can toward 
producing pandemonium. 

We realize that every insurance company has the prerogative 
of protecting its interests in Minnesota and North Dakota, as 
well as in other states, but every new member of our Hallelujah 
Chorus, as soon as his voice is tested and he has his membership 
card, is given to understand that a very bad effect can be pro- 
duced when the congregation is singing, "Old Hundred," if one 
or two strident voices persist in singing "The Ninety and Nine," 
and the offender would have to be a ventriloquist of no mean 
ability to conceal the source of the discord by any process of 
hypnotic suggestion. 

That would only be putting off the evil day as in the case of 
the young lady who was entertaining her beau in the parlor, 
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when, without a moment's warning, her father, in the dining 
room adjoining, began to inhale a plate of soup. 

She shouted, "Father, make Johnny stop playing in the bath 
tub." 

But Clarence was wise and went away whistling, "I Don't 
Like Your Family." 

While our State Board devotes most of its attention to the 
classic works of that eminent composer W. I. Fisher (known to 
the uninitiated as a rater), most all of us belong to another 
organization which takes up the study of maennerchor work and 
band music of every description from up-to-date rag time to the 
classic Egyptian ceremonial chant. 

This Apollo Club is known to the outside world as the Ancient 
and Honorable Order of the Blue Goose. At its last meeting at 
Osakis, with your dignified and sedate vice-president as stage 
manager and prompter, we put on the Wagnerian Opera of "Fly- 
ing Dutchman" with appropriate stage effects, bringing it to a 
climax with a grand tank scene and arousing the audience to a 
pitch of enthusiasm bordering on hysteria. 

This club has achieved wonderful results along the hues of 
harmony. Though classed as amateurs there are many members 
of this organization who should be given great credit for their 
work and no meeting would be complete without the rendition, 
by a chorus of unsuspecting goslings, of that plaintive and pa- 
thetic song, "Oh, to be Nothing, Nothing!" 

Truly the business of fire insurance contributes many notable 
examples of harmony and' in giving you the benefits of my re- 
search in that fertile field I am able to announce to you that 
some of the most common as well as the strangest results are 
obtained from the vibrations set in motion by various insurance 
bodies. For an example, take such striking successes in the 
pursuit of harmony as have been reached by the "Mindakowis 
Tribe" and the "Round Table Club." Who dares doubt the 
prevalence of harmony when they convene? 

He would be rash indeed who would assail the harmony of a 
bagpipe in the presence of the piper or cast aspersions on a 
Chinese theatre orchestra before a slant eyed son of a Mandarin. 
All that is needed to make one enjoy the Indian tom-tom or any 
other of the transcendent confluences emanating from those 
centers of advanced musical composition is a proper ancestry or 
the influence of a trip to the Orient. 

I cannot dismiss the subject of the Order of the Blue Goose 
with a mere flippant reference to that organization. It has a 
place in our business. The process of evolution is but a continu- 
ous answering of successive demands with a series of changes 
and improvements to meet those demands. 
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The Order of the Blue Goose was conceived in a spirit of 
Goodfellowship. Its birthplace and its name are details that may 
have been matters of accident. The phenomenal growth that it 
has had in three years can not have resulted from accident or 
design were it not in answer to an actual need that existed in 
the minds of insurance men of today; and that social order is 
just as truly a normal incident in the evolution of the fire insur- 
ance business as were the various other organizations that have" 
appeared with the development of the business. * 

When Aristophanes wrote a play called "Frogs/' he trained 
a chorus of nature-fakers to imitate their croak and one may 
assume that the result was not very flattering to the frogs. In 
his natural province of producing a musical croak, the frog is 
without a peer, but a croak from a human being has nothing 
to commend it to a lover of harmony. 

Three frogs in a marsh can make a noise like a thousand, 
and one croaking special agent, in a field can spoil the effect of 
many a sweet strain of harmony which he should rather be 
helping than hindering. 

Don't croak — leave that to the frogs, and remember that it 
is considered bad form for a frog to advertise his whereabouts 
in a pond full of ganders. 

Gentlemen, the best results can be reached in our business by 
the maintenance of and loyalty to bodies organized for the 
pursuit of the best there is in the business; just as the best results 
can be attained by the student of music in listening to and join- 
ing with well conducted musical societies rather than by giving 
ear to those little street bands of Teutonic origin, generally made 
up of a yellow clarinet, a tuba and a bass drum; having a limited 
repertoire of the simplest compositions which they play by ear, to 
the great delight of the children in the dwelling districts where 
they are usually found. 

In closing let me say that it would ill become me to direct 
these faltering remarks at an aggregation that has achieved such 
results in the production of harmony as has the Fire Under- 
writers' Association of the Northwest. Nor would I presume to 
draw comparisons between any organization I have mentioned 
and similar ones with which I have but scant acquaintance. I 
merely wish to sound the keynote of goodfellowship. 

If through the medium of the special agents here today I 
can start a vibration of good will and good fellowship, sending 
to the various field clubs to which they belong a joyful noise 
from the boys in Minnesota and Dakota, I shall feel that I have 
not taxed your patience in vain. 
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The President — 

I am sure we have all enjoyed Mr. Daniel's bright, crisp, 
pertinent paper, and I thank him very much for preparing it 
for us. It has been the custom in the past to ask for discussion 
or comment on any of the papers. I will not do that after each 
individual paper but would like to have the members feel that 
it would be proper and in order, and would like to hear from any 
one who desires to make remarks on any paper. 

Mr. Gate — 

Mr. President, if I may take the Hberty I think I would like 
to discuss this paper with Mr. Daniel personally and in private. 

The President — 

I believe we can consider that as a personal privilege, Mr. 
Gate, and we shall not deny it. 

A little more than a year ago I made a trip into the far south- 
land to deliver an address before a body of insurance men. I 
went there as a stranger. I doubt if I had ever seen more than 
two or three of the gentlemen who were there, but I was pleas- 
antly greeted and particularly was I pleased with the warm, 
hearty and evident sincerity of the introductory remarks made 
by the presiding officer when my paper was about to be delivered. 
I little thought at that time that I would so soon have the oppor- 
tunity of introducing that same gentleman to an insurance or- 
ganization as a speaker, but that is true. Shortly after the 
meeting just referred to I was favored by being elected to the 
presidency of this Association, and a few months after this 
gentleman was favored by being elected to the presidency of his 
Association, and it is a great Association. I take great pleasure 
gentlemen, in introducing to you Mr. E. W. Beardsley, of Hart- 
ford, Gonnecticut, Local Underwriter and President of the Na- 
tional Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents. Mr. Beards- 
ley. 

Mr. Beardsley — 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: 

When your distinguished President, Mr. DeWitt, asked m^ 
to appear before so prominent a body of insurance men as The 
Fire Underwriters' Association of the Northwest, and deliver an 
address, I felt very much as did the dwarf when he was first 
told that he was to see the giant — he knew he should enjoy it, 
but couldn't help feeling a little timid — and I realized then, as 
I do now, that the ^^pleasure" must necessarily be entirely mine, 

In accepting the invitation, I fully appreciate the compliment 
you have paid me, and shall be under increased obligation if 
you find yourselves able to keep your seats until I have finished. 
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COMMUNITY OF INTEREST BETWEEN COMPANY 
AND LOCAL AGENT 

Although the broker is a very important factor in the larger 
cities, the greater portion of real fire underwriting in the United 
States is conducted under what is known as the American Agency 
System by as intelligent and representative a body of men as 
can be found in any business or profession in the world. 

These gentlemen have, for the most part, been selected with 
great care by the field men and company officials only after the 
most careful consideration and particular inquiry as to their 
qualifications and fitness for the responsibilities coincident with 
a Local Agency appointment. 

The moment the commission of authority is signed, and the 
suppUes delivered, a community of interest between the com- 
pany and its representative should be, and usually is, established. 

This feeUng of mutual confidence and respect between prin- 
cipal and agent increases as time goes on, erystallizing and 
solidifying, until a link is formed which becomes one of the 
integral parts that constitute that great chain of underwriting 
talent, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific, which so 
successfully handles the extensive and diversified interests of 
property-owners throughout the country. 

In order that this chain may run upon smooth bearings, and 
remain unbroken, it is essential that this so-called community 
of interest be maintained and that both company and agent 
respect the rights of the other, and recognize the fact that each 
is entitled to the best support and assistance the other can give. 

The company should, in my opinion, be ever mindful of the 
fact that the agent is, by virtue of his local environment, in a 
much better position to judge as to the moral hazard of the risks 
he writes than anybody connected with the home office can pos- 
sibly be, and his acceptance of them should be considered proof 
positive that he believes them to be all right. All first-class 
companies appreciate this point and practice it with many of 
their agencies ; and it must be admitted that in most cases where 
a contrary course is followed the agent is the one at fault. 

The agent is also in an excellent position to adjust the small 
losses, which are of almost constant occurrence, as his personal 
acquaintance with the assured gives the property-owner a feeUng 
of confidence that goes a great way toward securing an equitable 
settlement along liberal lines without the necessity of paying 
more than the actual loss in order to make the assured feel that 
he has been treated fairly. It also gives the agent prestige in 
his locality and increases his importance in the estimation of the 
assured, who naturally looks upon a man in whom such confi- 
dence is shown by the company as one in whose hands his own 
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interests will be entirely safe. In recognition of these advan- 
tages to himself the agent should, if he possesses the true spirit 
of co-operation, effect such adjustment with as little expense to 
the company as a just and proper treatment of the case will 
admit. 

It is also my belief that the agent is entitled to, and should 
have, the sole representation of the company for the territory 
covered by his commission, with the possible exception of in- 
stances where certain sections of large cities have an extensive 
and desirable foreign population which it is impossible for the 
American agent to reach, and even in such cases the foreign 
representative should, from my viewpoint, be a sub-agent and 
report through the office of the regularly constituted agent of 
the company. 

There is nothing so humihating to a real underwriting agent, 
who has the proper pride in the companies he represents, as the 
knowledge that another man in his field also has an agency of 
the same company and is therefore in a position to issue exactly 
the same policy as that advertised by his own office. 

The company is also under distinct obUgation to the large 
body of representative local agents throughout the country, upon 
whom it depends for its great volume of desirable business and 
premium income, to limit its appointments to men of standing 
in their own communities; men who have the reputation of con- 
ducting their business upon correct prinicples, and whose regular 
vocation is insurance. 

By cutting out *'side Hne" appointments which at present 
produce so-called "underwriters" from the ranks of bookkeepers 
of manufacturing concerns, hotel men, bank clerks, and even 
grocers and barbers, the company can greatly assist the American 
local agent in protecting his business; can materially increase 
the average efficiency of its own staff of commissioned represen- 
tatives, and eventually bring about a greatly needed reform. 

That dual, multiple, and side line appointments are a bane to 
the business of fire underwriting is becoming generally recognized 
by those seriously interested in bringing about an improvement 
of existing conditions, and many companies have already grace- 
fully inaugurated a change of policy in this respect, so that it 
may be safely predicted that within a comparatively few years 
the situation will be greatly improved even though the evil may 
not be entirely eliminated. 

Overhead-writing, which a few years ago was easily one of 
the most serious practices with which the local agent had to 
contend, has been almost entirely discontinued by first-class com- 
panies, and is now looked upon by underwriters generally as 
absolutely opposed to all business ethics. 
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The local agent, on his part, should never permit himself to 
labor under the halluncination that he is bigger than his com- 
pany, for it is the company which furnishes the indemnity he 
retails to the public, supplies the funds for the payment of losses, 
small and large, and rebuilds cities after serious conflagrations. 

He should also realize that he owes it to his principal to ex- 
ercise his very best judgment in the selection of risks and never 
commit the company upon anything he would not himself accept 
if he were an officer of the corporation. 

If there is any doubt in his mind as to the desirabiUty of a line he 
should submit all the facts in the case to the home office and let the 
responsibiUty of the acceptance or rejection of the risk rest there. 

The agent should be reasonable in his demands and limit 
himself to requests that the company can properly grant, thereby 
relieving the company officials of the embarrassment of appear- 
ing to **turn him down" when they are really doing the only 
thing consistent with the interests of the corporation, and there- 
fore of the agent himself. 

It is also the duty of the agent to assist the company in keep- 
ing down its expense ratio as well as the loss ratio, for the expense 
of conducting the business is necessarily so large that there is 
very little margin, after paying the losses, even in the most profit- 
able years, and disastrous periods are always followed by an 
uncomfortable shrinkage in the surplus which must be kept in a 
healthy condition if the company and agent are to continue in 
the confidence of the insuring public and in the insurance business. 
One of the best assets an agent possesses is the strength and con- 
flagration-resisting power of the companies he represents. 

Baltimore, San Francisco and Chelsea are recent and forcible 
reminders that it is the unexpected which happens, and while 
we do not look for a repetition of these conflagrations in the 
immediate future, it may come at any time, and rates should be 
kept up and expenses down until the surpluses of our real under- 
writing companies are restored to somewhere near the figures 
shown five years ago. 

The agent should never, under any circumstances, be guilty 
of rebating, either directly or indirectly. 

He should represent only companies whose policies are 
worth one hundred cents on the dollar, and then collect the 
premium to the last farthing. He should have too much respect 
for himself, and too great a pride in the companies of his agency, 
to lower the standard of his profession by selling contracts of 
indemnity for less than their face value. 

If the agent cannot secure premiums in any other way than 
by rebating, he should retirie from the business and go into some- 
thing that requires less natural ability than successful fire under- 
writing demands. 
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A local agent who rebates practically admits, by so doing, his 
incompetency and inability to honorably cope with his com- 
petitors who are writing a good volume of business at full tariff 
rates, and who have built up valuable agencies through their 
owA efforts and by their uniform practice of requiring full price 
for their policies, and seeing to it that the assured receive dollar 
for dollar in payment of losses sustained. 

An agei^t who rebates should be placed in the same class with 
the shyster lawyer and considered unworthy of representing any 
first-class fire insurance company. 

The local agent should also be alive in his opposition to hostile 
legislation affecting the business of fire underwriting, and follow 
closely such bills as are introduced in the legislature of the state 
where he resides, using his influence to prevent their enactment 
by appearing against them before the committee to which they 
are assigned for hearing, and by interviewing the members with 
whom he is personally acquainted. 

The state and national agenty associations are doing excellent 
work along these lines, and are proving themselves invaluable 
to the companies in this respect, but the responsibility should 
not be left entirely to them as the individual agent is often in a 
position to lend valuable aid if he will but take the necessary 
time and interest in the matter. 

Local agents throughout the country are greatly indebted to 
the National Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents, of 
which I have this year the honor of being president, for the 
magnificent work it has done during the past ten years in bring- 
ing the local agent back to his own, in exerting their influence to 
put an end to bad practices in fire underwriting, and in offering 
suggestions designed to place the entire business upon a higher 
and more dignified plane. 

The association was at first treated by the company managers 
either with open hostility or quiet tolerance, both of which 
feelings have long since been replaced by sincere admiration as 
the objects of the organization have become better understood, 
and its members have had the opportunity of demonstrating by 
their conservative action that it is their desire to work for and 
with the companies rather than against them. 

The company managers recognize this and have shown their 
appreciation in many ways, chief among which was the appoint- 
ment in New York, a few years ago, of a standing joint conference 
committee of six, which annually meets with a similar committee 
of the National Association for the discussion of matters of 
common interest. 

The company committee is composed of some of the brightest 
underwriters in the profession — men of the highest standing, 
whose views on all matters pertaining to insurance are eagerly 



60 Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting 

sought — which is sufficient evidence that the importance of the 
agency movement is fully appreciated by company officials in 
general. 

In addition to the joint conference committee to which I have 
just referred there has, during the past year, been estabUshed by 
the National Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents a western 
conference committee, of which Mr. Clarence S. Pellet of Chicago 
is at present the able chairman, and I would urge that The Fire 
Underwriters' Association of the Northwest co-operate with that 
committee upon all subjects of mutual interest, believing that 
these two great organizations working in harmony would create 
a power for good that would make itself felt throughout the 
entire Northwest. 

In order to secure the best results in our business, gentlemen, 
and make its conduct really ^^worth while,*' we must have co-oper- 
ation between company and agent. Not half-hearted, selfish assist- 
ance, but real co-operation, which shall be, in the fullest measure, 
and broadest interpretation of the phrase, a close community 
of interest. 

The President — 

I am sure we have all been highly gratified for Mr. Beardsley's 
most excellent paper, and that we appreciate greatly his long 
journey west to give it to us. We have often had gentlemen 
from the east, south, north and west deliver papers for us but have 
never before had a local agent from the far east address us, so 
it has been a treat to have Mr. Beardsley and his interesting paper. 

Some three years ago it was my pleasure to form the acquaint- 
ance of a gentleman up in Wisconsin whom everybody called 
"Billy." I looked up his name and found his initials were O. E. 
and couldn't figure out how they made Billy out of that, but 
supposed there was some reason for it, but what his first name 
was I never did learn until about two weeks ago when I received 
an almost square envelope in which another was enclosed. On 
consulting the second one I found a beautifully engraved enclosure 
announcing a very important happening in his life, and presume 
if it had not been absolutely necessary to have his full name 
engraved on that important document, it also would have been 
Billy. The gentleman who will favor us with the next address 
is this same Billy. He has many warm friends in Wisconsin 
and Minnesota. He traveled there for some years and is now 
located in Denver', where I understand his acquaintanceship is 
growing as rapidly as it did in the east. I have great pride indeed 
in presenting to you, gentlemen, Mr. 0. E. Lane, State Agent in 
Colorado for the Scottish Union and National Insurance Com- 
pany, who will talk to you upon the subject of Educational 
Responsibility in Underwriting. Mr. Lane. 
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Mr O. E. Lane— 

EDUCATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY IN 
UNDERWRITING 

At this period, when a great share of underwriting attention 
is finding devotion in the enlightenment of the American public, 
as to fire insurance methods and their justification, it may be 
profitable for those of us engaged directly as company servants 
to look to the sources, outside of actual experience, whence come 
our ideals, our hopes for the future and its betterments. 

Undoubtedly, in a business so comprehensive, and which 
demands very frequent personal authority of wide scope, some 
keen anxiety must be felt by those of last responsibility when 
they contemplate the meagre opportunities of education leading 
directly to the grasp and discharge of executive duties which 
fall even to the lot of the field man. Yoimg men must necessarily 
continue to engage in our profession; experience is to be had 
only at the expense of time and observation, and with whom 
lies this onerous duty of providing the best obtainable preliminary 
instruction, by precept, for those who are later on to form the 
ever increasing army of men necessary to the fire insurance world 
and the American agency system? 

Primarily — it lies with the companies ! Opinion, like the 
pendulum, obeys the same laws, and if it swings past the center 
of gravity on one side, it must go a like distance on the other, 
and if now, in our eagerness to meet a demand for popular ini- 
tiation in those seeming mysteries of our business, we overstep 
the true point where conviction may rest, let us, at least, face 
the need of better facilities for internal improvement ! 

Some company executive once made the remark "that it 
costs his company $50,000 to educate a field man," and there 
are, no doubt, a generous number of us here who are "higher 
priced" than that figure indicates ! And, too, the time is not so 
long past when it was a current phrase "that a field man was 
bom, not made," but on that theory the company who paid 
$50,000 to purchase sufficient experience equipment for a success- 
full servant, would be entitled to some sort of a "draw-back" — 
in addition to the servant ! 

The great fact, which points the economic duty of company 
action in this sphere, seems to be found in the necessity of more 
efficient work in every branch of our business, and in the increas- 
ing need for specialization in its various departments, for in the 
end, the company as an institution, is the first to reap the profit 
reward which must follow a higher and more inteUigent service. 

It was Lord Beacon who said, "I take all knowledge for my 
province;" but such an utterance in our day could come only 
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from the mouth of a fool, for without specialization no man 
can reach the full limit of his powers, and the call for trained 
men is yearly becoming more distinct in a profession whose 
interests extend into every field of science and exploration. 
That the fire business is directly affected in a surprisingly accurate 
ratio by new methods in manufacturing and the arts, is a well 
known and accepted fact, and that this cause, presenting itself 
in physical and moral hazard, is often disregarded through ignor- 
ance, is also readily accepted and proven — for do we not all too 
often pay for the obs4)lete machinery of an unsuccessful process? 

This condition, from which not even the most intelligently 
managed company is entirely free, is a familiar one to those of 
us who come in contact with the mining risk class, which is, to 
an extent, in a never ending period of transition and change, 
through the efforts of a whole cult of scientific workers to evolve 
processes of reduction which will be more economical in the 
recovery of the ore, with a result — to the underwriter — approach- 
ing ''vertigo". Here, it seems, we find need for men in our service 
who have the same keen insight possessed by those who build 
the mills. A similar condition obtained, years back, in the textile 
industry of New England and the South, but it would appear that 
the careful study of trained and industrious inspectors has solved 
many of the mooted questions relative to that class. 

The human intellect is said to be so constituted that general 
ideas are the result of particular observations, and if this be 
true, in the case of a man — without book or teacher — it would 
be apparent that he could readily associate some particular with 
every general idea, and that such a process of mind should con- 
stitute "natural: education'' seems entirely rational and is borne 
out by experience. Contrarily, the usual and artificial method of 
absorbing — first — the general conclusions of what others have 
thought and said, results in the cramming which invariably 
befogs, and must be later on discarded. 

If there exists any merit or importance to a man's career, if 
he prepares himself carefully for some special business, it is all 
the more necessary and advisable for him to early turn his at- 
tension to its plan; that is to say, the miniature sketch of its 
general outlines — its main requirements, and here, it seems to 
me, is where a great business — such as ours — is failing miserably 
in not pointing out, in some degree^ a few of the more important 
requirements for success in its work. 

How many of us deUberately chose fire insurance as a Ufe 
work? How many of those who did so choose, came to its 
duties with any definite ideas as to its requirements — even pre- 
supposing a natural ''bent," what encouragement or assurance 
did we encounter in the way of prescribed preparation? What 
rule or measure of latent native ability did we find to aid us in 
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determining even a choice? Generally speaking, we found the 
same path which led "up and down" from office boy, in a general 
agency, or policy clerk in a local office, and it was not the burning 
bright light of future fame and fortune which attracted us — it 
was the chance to make a more or less honest dollar, and keep 
the wolf from chewing off the door knob! 

The legitimate application of known scientific methods and 
experiences is rapidly creating for fire insurance a place among 
those lines of endeavor, commonly called professions, such as 
law or medicine, and long ago the public, after costly experience 
with quacks and shysters, decided that it was entitled to protec- 
tion against their mistaken practices, and frequent deceptions, 
and laws were made, requiring prescribed courses of study and a 
certain amount of preliminary experience — to be gained by at- 
tending actual trials and clinics — before the applicant for a pro- 
fessional license could be allowed to hang out his shingle ; but in 
our business, with its lack of parallel in the power reposed, in com- 
pany official and servant, to commit his employer without account- 
ing to anyone, save God and conscience, — as in loss adjustments, 
how little attention is paid, by those primarily affected, to the 
preparation of the employee possessing all this responsibiUty ! 

Under the present system, a very large percentage of us early 
reach responsibilities in which our limited experience fails utterly 
to guide us, and we are in the uncomfortable position of almost 
absolute dependence upon the advice of some person of wider 
experience, and often, as we know, this assistance is not readily 
at hand. 

In our profession there continually arises enough of new and 
perplexing matter to demand the better judgment of even the 
older and more experienced, and it should be apparent that if 
the beginner can be taught anything by precept, concerning oft 
repeated situations, he should be entitled to avail himself of an 
opportunity which hardly exists today. Even the existing litera- 
ture of fire insurance is practically inaccessible to the neophyte, 
and all he. can obtain, with ease, is a lot of general ideas when his 
start should be made by practical instruction and particular 
observation, first, in order that his later generalities may acquaint 
him with both sides of his experience and afford a right standpoint. 

That this view is not, or has not been shared by a great major- 
ity of the companies, seems evident, as no such method of teaching 
has been adopted to any extent, but that it is a true method 
cannot be denied, without denial also of our conclusions as to 
what constitutes natural and rational education — and surely a 
man gains knowledge in underwriting through identical processes 
of mind as in any other subject. 

What relation does our present poUcy of educating the public 
bear to self preparation? It is obvious, that our latest attitude 
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with its recent changes in the rating machinery, and the aban- 
donment of formerly accepted policies of silence, is prompted by 
some opinion of the public which has found expression in hindrance 
to the then methods, and the opinion of the public is founded 
solely upon its intelligence, which we know is often faulty, but 
which is almost invariably inspired and guided by those engaged 
in our business, in some one of its branches which has direct 
public contact. For example, — in one of our middle western 
states which has a strict anti-compact law in its statutes, the 
story is related that its enactment found immediate cause in the 
mistakes of one man, in general company employ, and the "public 
opinion" of a whole commonwealth was colored by that single 
mistake. A similar tale is found in connection with the valued 
policy law of this same state. 

All this to indicate how the public gains — or has gained — ^its 
intelligence, and to emphasize the importance and economy of 
spending actual dollars in the education of those actively in the 
business and those who are to enter it. Without doubt much 
of the present commission agitation, which is a pester to any of 
us who have the pleasure of Pacific States jurisdiction, is a result 
of reluctance on the part of the companies to profit by past 
experience and teaching on this same situation in other localities, 
and lack of knowledge on the part of agents as to the evils of 
the very increase they seek, and which are present and admitted 
by the agents in many of our larger cities where the highest 
scales are paid. 

And so, from those in contact, does the public take its leads, 
and if the universal sign in this era, in every human institution, 
in commerce and in the state, is a new candor ^ which in busi- 
ness is finding expression in a spirit of ** commercial kindness'' 
and publicity, how necessary must it be to look to the equipment 
of those who are, later on, to do the public educating, by contact 
with the public. Every community necessarily involves, as a 
prime condition of its existence, mutual accommodation and 
restraint, and the insurance community has need of its share of 
each, and that need must be supplied by those of us in it — as 
between ourselves and the country at large. This spirit, it seems 
to me — and now to quote from a paper read here, at a meeting 
shortly previous, 'lies behind that idealism which is strving for 
the best there is in fire underwriting.'' It is necessary, if these 
general statements be true, that there be constantly in prepara- 
tion, men schooled in scientific research, and with a foundation 
for use in the application of the advanced methods which are 
and will be developed; men who have acquired clear and correct 
habits of thinking back — for even experience is without value 
unless we are able to recapitulate past actions, impressions and 
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sensations, — to compare former with present judgments, and on 
this broad fact rests the very value and justification of keeping 
classifications upon which is based our whole system of rate 
making. Such a preliminary training for fire underwriting, as a 
profession, would tend to bring to its work larger additions of 
that class of men who know how to think, and who do think as 
they pursue their daily avocations, and would decrease the 
practice of rushing to conclusions without consideration of facts, 
and the snap judgments and erroneous beliefs that have misled 
us in the past, particularly in rating matters, would become 
less frequent in occurrence. 

The value of special preliminary training has- quite recently 
been recognized in a forcible manner by those engaged in the 
pursuit of agriculture — a calling much less susceptilDle to organ- 
ization and co-operation, in matters educational, than our own. 
Yet, — today — through the influence of scientific facts, taught 
and practically demonstrated in the state universities and agri- 
cultural colleges, the modern farmer has come to know the real 
value of a preparation for even plowing, and as a consequence 
his modes of thought are improved, his former intolerance is 
disappearing and every year sees a greater number of more 
successful men who are not only better farmers, but better 
citizens — tolerant, cautious, and yet keen. 

Since the adoption of the analytic system for the Relative 
Measurement of Fire Hazard, a need of greater pressure than 
ever before has been felt for just the type of men we should be 
preparing, and that such need has come into the rating end of 
our business is no cause for criticism of the system which has 
produced it, but rather does it foreshadow a demand which will 
grow, and to supply which we should be laying plans. 

Recently a young man who wished to enter the fire business 
(he couldn't tell why) approached a prominent local underwriter, 
in search of employment in a rating bureau, and immediately 
he was met by the question, ^'Are you particularly apt or prepared 
in mathematics?'' From a man of wide experience, such a 
query is full of portent, for those who are to come into our busi- 
ness. Does it not indicate a recognition by some, at least, of 
the growing necessity for an ability, on the beginner's part, of 
higher order than mere willingness to ^'do the best one can?" 
Perhaps that unprepared best is not going to prove adequate for 
always, and it may be, that future duties will demand a better 
chance for preparation, than many of us enjoyed. 

Engineering in all of its diversified branches — mining, rail- 
roading, electricity, architecture — claims first call upon the pro- 
duct of our technological institutions, and the fact that modern 
fire insurance methods need a generous share of the best these 
schools can turn out, is not — as yet fully appreciated. Much 
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has been said and written upon the utiUty of academic education, 
and it is not within the province of this paper to consider the 
merits, pro and contra, of that question, but without men to 
take up and carry out the ideas produced by the genius already 
engaged in our profession, the business may stand still instead 
of progress. The magnitude of our present needs in this direc- 
tion has caused concern in some branches, and the successful and 
beneficial career of this Association seems an admission that a 
constant need exists for self-improvement apong us. To go 
from any accredited technical institution into a fire insurance 
office is not a general course, by any means, and the graduate 
might be offered a chance to lick stamps or file daiUes. That he 
should, eventually, command the best in the most important 
department, and that his value should be at once recognized, is 
as yet, a sleeping fact. 

If those, in our profession, whose opportunities for self-instruc- 
tion have been greater than others, owe a duty toward the rest 
of us and to the future, certainly it may he in giving broader 
and better instruction, along lines preliminary to actual ex- 
perience, than can be had today. How it shall be done remains 
to be worked out by those of greatest wisdom in our business, 
but why not establish an expressed demand for this training? 
A demand to be made upon our schools and institutions of higher 
learning! Already courses of lectures have been made elective 
in several of the larger eastern universities — notably Harvard, 
Yale, the University of Pennsylvania and New York University, 
but in most cases the work has been narrowed to the few men 
who could attend these courses, and the lectures, while by men 
eminent in the profession, have not, apparently, possessed the 
pedagogic value which would attach in regularly prescribed 
courses of study, parallel with the lecture work. When it is 
possible, for men who seek entry of our calling with a desire to 
be as fully prepared for its duties, as is practicable, without 
working experience, to generally enjoy such immediately useful 
instruction as is afforded the members of the Fire Insurance 
Club of Chicago, a valuable step will have been taken. 

I realize, fully, that very often one who imagines he has 
instruction to impart in matters of wide interest and great im- 
portance, may thank his stars if he escapes with a whole skin, but 
should it not be a work for this Association to inject elasticity 
into all valuable insurance libraries, such as we possess, looking 
toward a greater opportunity for this character of education 
among our own members? 

If there is any responsibility in this matter, part of it is with 
those of us now active in the business, and when any wrong 
statement is made, whether in public or in ordinary business 
intercourse, and is well received — at least not refuted — we should 
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see to it that the matter does not rest, that light is thrown upon 
it, that it be thought over, discussed, so that after a time, depend- 
ing upon the intricacy of the problem, every one will come to 
understand that which a clear head saw at once. This kind of 
education is a duty with us, in this Association. 

To acquire a complete knowledge of underwriting, in the 
broadest sense of the term, may be said to constitute the aim 
of all our educational efforts, and since it is true, that the goal 
for most of us is a distant one, we must be content to trim a course 
that is as near right as present conditions will allow, having con- 
stantly in mind the fact that experience is the fruit of life, rather 
than a method of education; that it is the looking glass by which 
we dress the wounds of our mistakes, and that we owe to ourselves 
and our profession every reasonable precaution against a repe- 
tition of the same mistake — not individually — but collectively, 
so that the business may have less and less need for internal 
strengthening in the equipment of its members, and may afford 
its new-comers a reasonable chapce to profit by the experience 
already gained. 

The President — 

An admirable paper I am sure, and I know we have all been 
delighted with it. Many new thoughts are offered in this paper 
which it would be well to think over and profit by. 

Gentlemen, we have just one more paper this afternoon and 
I would like to have you all remain and hear it if you can pos- 
sibly do so. 

In the city of Cleveland, one of our most important western 
cities, there resides a gentleman who occupies a very important 
position in a business quite closely aUied to that of fire insurance 
— that of publishing rating estimates. This gentleman is one 
many of you know personally and I am certain that to those 
who have not had the pleasure of his acquaintance, it would be 
worth your while to know him. He has not only managed for 
some years to satisfy the property owners as to his estimates of 
rates, but has been equally successful with the companies as well. 
I have, great pleasure in introducing to you, Mr. C. H. Patton 
of Cleveland, Ohio, Publisher of Fire Insurance Estimates and 
Surveys. Mr. Patton. 

Mr. C. H. Patton— 

SCHEDULE RATING AND FIELD CONDITIONS 

There has been so much written concerning Schedule Rating 
proper, that it is a most difficult matter to attempt to communi- 
cate new thoughts on this subject to you. During recent years 
several prominent and able underwriters have presented to the 
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public, both through addresses and printed articles, excellent 
papers, outlining broadly the advantages derived through the 
schedule ratijig system. They have informed you of the essen- 
tial features comprising the schedule itself; they have illustrated 
to you its manner of application, and have defended the consist- 
ency and equity of the system by their actual experience. Further 
than this, they have unquestionably proved that the schedule 
system, properly appHed, is the only equitable method known of 
properly reaching results, both as to establishing minimum rates 
and a minimum loss record. 

We are warranted in saying that underwriting interests and 
the insuring pubhc, the country over, have reached the conclu- 
sion that this means of distributing the fire tax, is a most advan- 
tageous manner of serving all interests concerned. The excellent 
papers in particular by Mr. F. C. Moore, former chairman of the 
Universal Schedule Committee, by Mr. A. F. Dean, by Mr. R. M. 
Bissell, and by Manager Hess of the New York Fire Insurance 
Exchange, should be read by every one interested in the question 
of schedule rating. , 

In view of such excellent data at your command, there re- 
mains not a great deal that could be mentioned in this paper to 
enlarge upon. 

It has occurred that it would be advisable to invite your atten- 
tion, for a few minutes, to prevalent conditions and impressions 
in the field work of schedule rating. It is important that we 
know how our theories work out in actual practice. Some one 
has ably said that ^'We cannot put a safety value on a theory — 
in time they all explode." 

It is a fact that many theoretical principles are involved in 
schedule construction and application. The nature of its adapt- 
ability for general use, makes it necessary that it should be so. 
We must acknowledge that the charges and credits and even 
the basic rate of a schedule, are all of an arbitrary nature. This 
is not a serious fault, inasmuch as it is not different from other 
standards of measure, **the units of which were fixed in a more 
arbitrary way." In a properly constructed schedule, and there 
should be but one — a universal schedule — these charges and 
credits should harmonize as their relation of departure and im- 
portance differ from a standard risk of the class to be treated. 

The assured, after glancing over his schedule, most naturally 
enquires as to how we arrive at such and such a charge. To 
this the average rater is apt to tell him that every charge is care- 
fully computed from the exact experience tables of insurance 
companies. This the rater knows to be incorrect, and if he is 
serious for a moment that the average insurer believes him, he is 
mistaken. The same man can no doubt produce schedules upon 
similar risks in the four bordering states, and not find one of them 
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alike. When shown these, and asked to explain, the rater calmly 
says that the fire records of the bordering states are greater or 
smaller, as the case may be, and that which governs in his own 
state or city has no bearing at other points. The rater, perhaps, 
is not to blame for this. He really may not be in a position to 
offer a good explanation. It is rather an omission of the insur- 
ance companies, in their failure to convince the general public 
that their theories, even though of a well-founded nature, are not 
more uniformly practiced. The general insuring public will 
accept a well-balanced theory, but hardly unwarranted diversified 
practices. The public will approve of a universally estabUshed 
schedule, but cannot, fail to condemn multiform appUcations. 

It might be well to mention that there is no desire directed 
towards criticizing conditions in the field. Any unfavorable 
statements herein offered in connection with schedule rating, 
as now conducted, are intended more as a comparison with ideal 
conjlitions. It is a question as to whether or not a rating situation, 
such as we should all like to 3ee estabhshed, can ever be brought 
about. The present rating situation is wonderfully improved 
over that in the past, and is improving every day. The field 
situation is merely cited to illustrate the difficulties we today 
are encountering, even under present schedule systems. The 
United States is seemingly far ahead of European countries in 
rating practices. Different methods are followed in every coun- 
try, many of them comparatively are of a very crude and unsys- 
tematic character. In fact, very few, if any, rating methods 
followed across the water could be countenanced here. We 
should not fail to appreciate our own present schedule systems, 
even though they have not reached a stage of perfection. 

By the application of schedule rating, among the vital meas- 
ures to be taken care of, perhaps three features in particular stand 
out more prominently than others: Reference is made to the 
establishment of a proper basis to employ to a town or city, in 
keeping with its fire protective merits, past fire record, and con- 
flagration hazard. Next, the employment of an equitable method 
of reaching results, so practised that the fire tax may be equitably 
distributed in uniform recognition as each risk bears to its classi- 
fied fire hazard and loss record. The third feature relates to the 
individuality of the schedule, its manner of appUcation being 
directed towards a reduction in the fire loss by the removal of 
faults of construction, of mismanagement, hazards and other 
features therein considered. 

These three features, in company with other attainments of 
the schedule principle, contribute their respective strength to 
the arguments favoring a universal schedule. 

Could there be formulated and placed in practice everywhere 
a uniform schedule, constructed on engineering principles, as to 
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the basis rate — this is to be used in connection with a consistent 
skeleton of charges and credits; also occupancy, hazard and ex- 
posure tables, together with uniform treatment of the co-insurance 
feature, such an achievement in a few years' time would do more 
to establish rate conditions than anything else. 

There has never been a more opportune time than the present 
to appl}'' a universal schedule. The insurance rating situation 
throughout the country is badly in need of more uniform treat- 
ment. Large insurers would welcome it. This is more strongly 
emphasized by the combination in general of mercantile and 
manufacturing interests. These interests are financially allied 
for economical purposes, primarily to reduce operating expenses, 
to facilitate freight transportation, to lessen the cost of raw 
materials, the cost of production, labor, and, no doubt, to increase 
profits. These interchangeable relations have directed closer 
attention to the essential feature of fire insurance. Insurance 
rates and conditions are receiving keener observation and com- 
parison than formerly. Widespread variations in rates have 
shown inconsistencies that have become difficult to explain. The 
insuring public has a broader knowledge of insurance prac- 
tices through this centralization of interests, than it formerly 
had. Insurance companies have recently, through pubUcity 
methods, courted assistance from the insuring public, of ways 
and means to best serve all interests. The public has recognized 
the opportunity offered, and in turn appears to see only the in- 
consistencies of insurance methods, and would demand some 
manner of reform. This appeal for reform is aimed largely in 
one direction, to give every insurer a square deal, as they see it, 
and be treated more uniformly. 

As conditions now exist, the rater in Boston has his own 
schedule system; the rater in New York another system; so has 
the rater at Philadelphia, Chicago, San Francisco, and so on. 
The same risk transported from place to place and re-established 
under the exact conditions, would no doubt receive a different 
estimate at each point, and pronounced differences at that. 
When called upon to explain why rates should not show a closer 
comparison, the present practices do not enable insurance inter- 
ests to offer satisfactory reasons. 

Local schedule rating meets with a high degree of satisfaction. 
This we know. When local insurers are apprised of the fact that 
every insurer in their own city is being treated alike, under a 
schedule, they are largely satisfied. The insurance companies 
are also contented, because they know that the schedule prin- 
ciple appeals to their agents as well, and aids the companies in 
the improvement of risks. All interests, apparently, are satisfied, 
for the reason that a schedule is applied. It has not made a 
great difference in past years as to who might be the author 
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of the schedule, or who applied it. The schedule made the result; 
and so long as a schedule did so, and every one received like 
treatment, such was agreeable. Many of these so-called schedules 
in all probability, were compiled by able insurance representatives, 
and were made from obtainable statistics and a long logical reason- 
ing. It cannot be denied, however, that many schedules now in 
force are but schedules in name only. So far as equitable results 
are concerned, they are but little better in so determining than 
the old-time street inspection and guess-work practice. 

A discouraging feature in schedule rating is the absence of 
means to prevent the introduction of hazardous features and 
changes affecting the fire hazard, after the rate has been estab- 
lished. All scheduled risks should be re-inspected at least every 
three months. This, we know, is almost an impossibility. Even 
at such intervals, it is not uncommon to find the conditions so 
changed as to warrant an increase in the rate. We know of an 
instance where a merchant, after having received credit for a 
watchman and clock system, fire extinguishers and fire hose, 
later discharged the watchman and sold the other apphances. 
Another fellow installed a three-inch standpipe and hose system, 
and connected it to a five-eighths-inch water pipe. Many abus- 
ive features of the schedule system by insurers are frequently 
encountered. In the absence of a more rigid poUcy contract, 
and more frequent inspection of property, the schedule system is 
quite generally mistreated. Could insurers be made to strictly 
live up to the conditions imder which the rate is made, the value 
of the schedule system would be more apparent. We beUeve 
that were the home offices of companies to show more interest 
toward aiding the inspection officers to obtain corrections, as 
outlined in inspection reports constantly sent them, a marked 
improvement would result. The agents should also be urged 
by companies to assist in obtaining improvements. 

Rates published under a schedule should be made conditional 
upon the poUcy form to be appUed. The policy form is of as 
much and often greater importance than the rate. An agent 
desiring to grant free privileges by endorsement, and at the ex- 
pense of the insurance company, should be placed in a position 
to charge additional premium therefor. The rate should carry 
with it the nature of the form to be used, and variations and 
privileges should be penalized accordingly. Present rating 
practices are weak in this one respect. 

Either through lack of knowledge of the schedule, or by mis- 
representation, insurance people, in their eagerness to support 
the schedule, are inclined to overestimate the exactness of schedule 
charges and statistics. We all believe that the better class of 
schedules now in force were carefully made from obtainable data, 
so as to establish equitable results; that they are not literally 
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correct as to the actual cost of insuring the respective classes. 
We should represent the schedule as it is, and not embarrass our- 
selves by offering statements that are not correct. The schedule 
system, as now practiced, is strong enough to defend itself on 
truthful lines, and should be represented to the public exactly 
as it exists. When we have a universally applied schedule, then 
its exactness can no doubt be defended. 

The practice of introducing new schedules every few years, 
creating wide differences in rates, also tends to disturb commun- 
ities, and creates public criticism of insurance practices. Uniform 
applications would largely obviate this opposition. 

The difficulties that would be encountered in establishing a 
universal schedule would be many. Temporarily, the rates in 
every town and city in the country would undergo a change. 
Great advances would be made here and there, and at other 
points reductions would result. Certainly, with the established 
future conditions to which to look forward, the reaction could 
temporarily be endured. Every time a locality is treated under 
a new schedule — and this has happened frequently in many sec- 
tions in recent years — these same conditions are confronted. 
We all know of the general outcome of such practices. Uniform 
treatment and an established schedule is necessary to create a 
settlement of rate disturbances. 

Time will not permit us to specialize on any classes in particular, 
although there is one class of buildings that appears to receive 
but little treatment of a uniform nature. The so-called fire-proof 
building is treated differently everywhere. The varieties of 
materials employed in the construction of these buildings and 
their relative merits, together with the great height and area 
permitted, has somewhat bewildered insurance companies. The 
probable extent of loss to such a building, due to occupancy and 
the outward exposure commonly found, indicates that as a flat 
proposition insurance on such buildings, from the company view- 
point, is unattractive. A number of heavy insurance losses paid 
on such buildings bears this out. A graded scale of co-insurance 
credits to apply to this class of buildings is greatly needed. This 
same scale should be used in connection with a schedule that 
would establish a consistent flat estimate, based on the assump- 
tion of, say, twenty-five per cent, of value being insured. In 
states not permitting co-insurance, such a uniform method could 
not but appeal to local insurers toward seeing the value of co- 
insurance on this type of structures. There is so much variation 
followed in the treatment of this important class that raters, no 
doubt, would gladly welcome some uniform and equitable method 
of application. Assistance along this line is greatly needed. 

Serious and far-reaching mistakes are sometimes made in 
introducing a new schedule, by failure to select the proper time 
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to do so, or by the rating authority in displaying hesitancy and 
fear that something awful as a result may happen. Where con- 
ditions warrant that a town or city should be rescheduled, if 
the rater can offer good arguments for so doing, and can apply 
a schedulein which he has faith, and which he believes may well 
serve all interests, he should go ahead and do the necessary work. 
In ^connection therewith, he should let the fact be known to the 
companies, the agents, and the public. He should give his 
reasons for the rerating, and should afterward be prepared to 
voluntarily furnish individual insurers with all data and assist- 
ance leading toward an improvement in risks and recognition in 
rates. The public should be educated to believe in his schedurj, 
as should the agents also. Failure of the rater to support his 
schedule and to instill the same faith in the minds of the agents 
and the public, will invariably invite local opposition and dis- 
turbance. 

The rater should not be placed in a position to appeal to the 
agents or the public and beg permission to apply a proper schedule. 
He should go ahead and do so, preparing his good reasons to offer 
afterwards. If his arguments are sound he will win the opposi- 
tion over with but little difficulty. In the past, and even at 
the present time, in the absence of a universally applied schedule, 
local rating authorities are not in as strong a position as otherwise 
to fully substantiate their action in such instances. 

By no means should a rater undertake to mollify an established 
schedule to meet individual grievances. The moment a single 
risk is thus given an advantage over others, that moment the 
value of the schedule is thrown away. If an error is made in 
framing a rate it should without hesitancy be corrected. Under 
no circumstances, however, can a rater afford to discriminate by 
favoring insurers or agents who may be a little stronger than 
others in their complaints or arguments. 

The schedule system should be broad enough to include all 
classes of insurable property, instead of being confined to mercan- 
tile and manufacturing risks. It would be almost an impossi- 
bility, short of a tremendous task and expense, to schedule dwel- 
lings, for instance. Considering that the individual liability of 
a company, however, is greater on the average dwelling insured 
than a company would assume on the average mercantile risk, 
why should not dwellings be treated individually on their 
merits? Claim is often made that the desirable and profitable 
classes are made to pay the losses of the unprofitable classes. 
As an example: The man that insures his dwelling at 30 cents 
for three years complains that the insurance premiums from 
dwellings is the chief contribution toward paying losses on special 
hazards. On the other hand, the special hazard insurer outlines 
to you that his rate is exhorbitant ; that he is paying for the losses 



74 Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting 

of all classes combined. If the schedule system holds good on a 
few classes, it should be made to apply to all of them. 

Few of us realize the extent of time and labor attached to 
applying the average schedule. To properly treat a risk, it is 
first necessary to have a competent irian; a man with a fair 
degree of commercial knowledge — of nearly everything. He 
should understand the schedule; he should know something of 
construction, of hazards; how to analyze an exposure; and know 
the merits of all protective appliances. He must be qualified to 
make a thorough inspection of the risk; to write an intelligent 
report of it for the benefit of others; to apply the schedule, and 
to deal with the assured as to improvements. He must be fair- 
minded in dealing with the risk. Without these qualifications, 
a rater is of but little value. Frequently, repeated visits are 
necessary before the permanent rate is established. The rate 
must be published and mailed; a report, and sometimes a diagram, 
made; followed by correspondence. Considering that each risk 
scheduled must be treated in this manner, an idea can be ob- 
tained of the time required in the average individual case. 

It would appear that the time is near at hand to replace the 
existing schedule systems by a universal schedule. This idea is 
by no means a new one. The same thought was forcibly advo- 
cated some eighteen years ago, at the time of publication of the 
Universal Mercantile Schedule. Strong arguments were then 
advanced by its author and able co-workers for the adoption of a 
universal schedule. These arguments are yet applicable. What- 
ever may have been the obstacles that prevented the general 
application of the Universal Mercantile Schedule, we will not 
attempt to explain. It would be well to state that had that 
schedule been placed in general use at the time, the rating situa- 
tion today would be in an improved condition so as to warrant 
but little opposition, if any, from any source. It is to be regretted 
that such a glorious movement failed. Whatever might have 
been its imperfections and the objections preventing its adoption 
and application, it must be recognized that had the Universal 
Mercantile Schedule been firmly seated throughout the country 
conditions would today be different. The knowledge and ex- 
perience since gained on the science of insurance rating, applied 
in connection therewith, would now have well established that which 
is now sought after, and which may take years to bring about. 

The inference directed toward the Universal Mercantile 
Schedule relates to its logical and thorough construction through- 
out; its adaptability for general application, and the foundation 
offered at that time for the ultimate outcome of an ideal method 
of establishing uniform practices. 

We have mentioned that the present is a most opportune time 
to adopt a universal schedule. We have advanced reasons from 
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the viewpoint of insurers and from the field, as to why a broader 
system of uniformity should not be followed. Let us now reason 
with ourselves as to the feasibiUty of preparing and placing into 
general practice a uniform schedule. Are the insurance companies 
really equipped for such a task? Would it avail anything? 
Could it be enforced? Could such a schedule be corrected to 
meet constantly changing conditions? Would the companies 
join in furnishing experience tables to work upon, and would 
they support the measure? 

From outward appearances, many insurance companies are 
averse to showing their individual tables of experience. They, 
no doubt, have good reasons for this. Established companies are 
not inclined to serve as educators for new competition entering 
the field by publishing their experience. Many companies are 
not disposed to furnish this data for use of companies already 
established. Such a plan might be compared with merchants 
displaying to their competitors their individual sales and profits. 

We understand that a number of companies have estabhshed 
a joint system of classifying results on certain classes. How 
successful these efforts are, and how widely this information is 
to be circulated, will, no doubt, be brought forward in the near 
future. A widespread interest by raters is being shown at this 
undertaking. 

Assuming that this data could be furnished by all companies 
to one central office for tabulation, could an accurate classifica- 
tion be compiled? There are no two risks exactly alike, nor are 
they very widely treated in the same manner. There is no uni- 
form plan followed as to insurance to value carried. Types of 
construction and conditions widely differ throughout the several 
states, rendering it difficult to establish fair comparisons. A five 
to ten years' experience would probably be employed ; and during 
the past five years several of the greatest conflagrations of history 
have occurred. Many companies retired thereby, whose statis- 
tics could not now be obtained ; and to leave out these companies, 
and such an important period, would leave the records incom- 
plete. These and many other features with which to contend, 
would necessitate a very thorough and complete system of tabu- 
lation to estabUsh an accurate classification. 

Before stock fire insurance companies would consent to such 
a plan, and before such statistics could be worked into a universal 
schedule, and successfully apphed, the pubhc necessarily would 
have to aid the movement. Insurance companies would have a 
perfect right to ask for uniform state laws — or a national law — 
governing fire insurance. Uniform co-insurance practices and a 
standard policy form would be essential. The companies would 
also be justified in demanding protection from unfair and unreUable 
competitors. Co-operative and mutual companies should be 
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legally required to assume their proportion of the general class of 
insurance, instead of being permitted to select only the choice 
risks, and to operate under the most liberal conditions, to the 
great disadvantage of stock companies otherwise heavily taxed. 

Remove the forenamed objections, and the necessary statistics 
for a universal schedule would no doubt be forthcoming. 

The other features necessary to formulate a universal schedule 
could be more readily collected. The expert engineering advisers 
employed by the companies in rating organizations, by the Na- 
tional Board, and by the Underwriters' Laboratories, together 
with the standards of the National Fire Protection Association, 
would fit the companies with full knowledge towards adopting 
all necessary features pertaining to the construction of a schedule. 
These features could be well appUed in connection with proper 
classification tables. 

A universal schedule system should necessarily be so con- 
structed as to automatically and without delay advance or reduce 
insurance estimates to meet general conditions. In instances of 
large conflagrations, or consecutive years of insurance prosperity, 
certain exigencies sometimes warrant a prompt readjustment in 
rates. Such readjustments should be general and consistent. 
Past practices of advancing rates in certain localities, and doing 
nothing at other points, to make up for losses thousands of miles 
away, have met with strong opposition and disturbances. This 
trouble has arisen not alone from the public, but underwriters 
are at variance as to the wisdom of such a policy. 

An important feature for consideration would be the manner 
in which to treat the conflagration districts of our large cities. 
Until such districts are modernized, or unless placed under the 
very best means of fire protection, it would be an almost impos- 
sible task to estabUsh an equitable basis of treatment therefor. 
These districts should be called upon to pay a special conflagra- 
tion tax until such time as their municipalities would adopt 
and enforce proper building ordinances, and pro\'ide ample fire 
protection. Uniform methods would largely aid in establishing 
such conditions. 

The recent articles in the New York Journal of Commerce 
touching upon the conflagration hazard and rates in congested 
districts of American cities well cover the treatment of these 
sections. The opinions of many able imderwriters, while slightly 
varied, are therein directed to the conclusion that it is impossible 
to obtain adequate rates in such sections under the existing 
average conditions in the large cities. 

Many other lines of insurance practices are today of a uniform 
nature. Through the assistance of the Underwriters' Labora- 
tories and the National Fire Protection Association we have 
standards for fire protective appliances, which standards are 
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being required at almost every point. When we ask for a fire- 
door to be provided, we know exactly the type of fire-door that 
is required. Former practices of handing out heavy credits for 
protective appliances in name only are largely a matter of the 
past. Along this line, in recent years, there has been a marked 
improvement. 

The Underwriters' Uniformity Association is also making it 
possible for the companies to obtain a uniform system of inspec- 
tion reports, diagram key, and uniform nature of all publications 
issued by boards and bureaus. 

Uniformity is being worked along other branches as well, and 
let us hope that the opportunity will soon present itself to take 
up the schedule branch in a similar manner. 

By that said concerning the benefits that would result by the 
introduction of a universal schedule, there is no desire to ignore 
or to speak disparagingly of existing conditions. In fact, schedule 
rating is generally followed throughout the country at the present 
time. As a general comparison the schedules are of a high order 
and are well serving the purpose as a local measure. The schedule 
system, as now practised, we can truthfully say, is entitled to 
full recognition for the general good conditions, such as they 
are. A great achievement was the recent adoption of the Dean, 
or Analytic, schedule, in the Middle and Western States. By 
this measure the second extensive and more successful move 
towards uniformity has been introduced. The difficulties to be 
overcome were many; but through hard and persistent efforts 
the movement won out. The results are most gratifying, and the 
future extension of the schedule to other fields looks encouraging. 
Time will not permit us to analyze or comment upon the merits 
of the Dean schedule. Briefly, we can say that the schedule has 
met with much favor. The results appear to be satisfactory. 
Extensive physical improvements in risks have resulted from its 
application, and its uniform consistency has carried with it good 
arguments. These facts should warrant our full recognition and 
endorsement. 

While we can all appreciate the schedule facilities we now 
have, we must not overlook the fact that we are yet a great 
way from ideal practices, which, if they ever do come, can only be 
estabhshed by uniform laws and a uniform schedule system. We 
should all carefully consider the difficulties existing in the field, 
and direct our efforts toward creating a system of schedules 
that can carry with them arguments that cannot be questioned 
by anyone. Let us all work to this end, remembering that ''It 
is only through labor and painful effort, by grim energy and 
resolute courage, that we move on to better things.'' 
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The President — 

A very interesting paper indeed and I am sure we have all 
been pleased with it. I am requested to make the announcement 
that a meeting of the Ancient and Honorable Order of the Blue 
Goose will be held in this room at 8 o'clock Friday evening. All 
members of the order will be highly entertained and will enjoy 
it, I am sure. 

I am requested to make the following announcement: 

The Blue Goose entertainment will begin promptly at 8 o'clock 
tomorrow evening in this hall. The Blue Goose orchestra will 
give a musical program between 7:30 and 8 o'clock. The special 
initiation by the select flock from the Kentucky pond will start 
a few minutes after 8 o'clock following the opening exercises in 
charge of the grand officers. Following the initiation a vaude- 
ville program will be given in which members of the Order will 
participate, supplemented by Col. William Lightfoot Visscher 
of the Chicago Press Club, the renowned entertainer, and Leo 
Lunn, the humorous character impersonator. 

A recess was taken until Thursday morning. 
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SECOND DAY 



MORNING SESSION 



The Association was called to order shortly after 10 A. M., by 
the President, Carroll L. DeWitt. 

The President — 

I am very glad to see such a nice audience this morning. It 
speaks well for our members to appear here on this rainy morning. 

Some ten or twelve years ago I was connected with another 
company than the one I am now with. I chanced to be in the 
Chicago office one day, and a young man from the west was intro- 
duced to me as the new special agent of the company in Kansas, 
Nebraska, Missouri, and I don't know but two or three other 
states. He was a breezy young man, a man full of youth, spirit, life 
and energy, and I took quite a fancy to him. I have retained that 
feeling towards him all these twelve or fourteen years and it is with 
more than usual pleasure that I introduce him to you, gentlemen, 
today as one who will give a paper before this Association. He 
has worked hard. He has merited this recognition from the 
Association. He has a world of friends in the locality that his 
labors have taken him in and he has the reputation of doing 
what he says he will do. His paper, to a great extent, is along 
better lines of action, and I can say that I am sure that it is not 
mere theory with him, but it is what he practices. 

I was very much afraid about ten days ago that we would not 
have the pleasure of hearing him. He was so unfortunate as to 
be in a very serious railroad accident near Carthage, Missouri, 
where a number of people were killed, and the coach that he was 
in was derailed and turned over. Fortunately he was not serious- 
ly injured. Many a man would perhaps under the advice of 
his doctor stayed home rather than come here to attend this 
meeting. I appreciate personally the sacrifice that he has made. 

I take pleasure in introducing to you Mr. Raynolds Barnum 
of Kansas City, State Agent of the Agricultural Insurance Com- 
pany. [Applause]. 

Mr. Barnum then read a paper entitled, ^'IndividuaHsm in 
Fire Insurance," as follows: 
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INDIVIDUALISM IN FIRE INSURANCE 

Mr. President, Ladies, and Members of the Fire Under- 
writers' Association of the Northwest: 

May the Lord help the pessimist, for usually he can neither 
help himself nor be of material assistance to others. Faith in 
God and faith in mankind are the mainspring of a national or 
personal existence. 

Including the gold and silver coined at the government mint, 
and all other evidences of national currency, the last report of 
the Comptroller indicated that the government had three billion, 
one hundred sixteen (116) millions of dollars in circulation in 
this country. This looks like an enormous sum, as it represents 
the commercial life blood of a nation; yet, how insignificant and 
infinitesimal when we recall the fact that this vast volume of 
currency only represents five per cent, of the volume of business 
transacted throughout the entire country. Therefore, ninety-five 
per cent, of all the business transactions are purely a matter of 
faith, confidence, or credit. 

The criticism emanating from the public press, legislatures, 
and the general public might be materially lessened, and to a 
very great extent robbed of its sting, if the truth were made 
plain that the basis upon which the great superstructure of credit 
rests is the fire insurance organization. Withdraw insurance 
capital from its investment and the entire fabric of pubhc credit 
is shattered. 

One morning in early Spring a great city lay peacefully sleep- 
ing by the Golden Gate; without a moment's warning the rock- 
ribbed hills belched forth their pent up wrath and a city lay sorely 
stricken unto death, as helpless and as pitiable as Pompeii 
trampled beneath the feet of Vesuvius. The financial world 
stood awe stricken at the appalling loss. Could the insurance 
companies respond to the call? Never in the history of the world 
was there such an illustration of financial integrity displayed! 
The tooth of ravenous flame had eaten the vitals out of a great 
city, and when the figures were marshaled the aggregate fire waste 
almost equalled dollar for dollar the entire capital invested by 
stock companies in the business. There was perhaps a moment 
of hesitation. But when the insurance world had regained its 
calmer judgment — paraphrasing the language of another it might 
be said, 'Hhey smote the rock of their resources and abundant 
streams of revenue burst forth T' They touched the dead corpse 
of their credit and it sprang to its feet, and we are here today, 
gentlemen, the living exponents of the greatest financial institu- 
tions in the world, remembering the inviolabiUty with which they 
have kept their obligations. 
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There never was a time, since fire insurance became such an 
important factor in the business world, that individualism was so 
necessary and^ owing to the many stringent insurance laws, so 
compulsory as it is today. Every company conducts its own 
business in its own way, collects its premiums, pays its losses and' 
expenses out of its income, distributes dividends to its stock- 
holders, and appoints agents of its own. Therefore, it must be 
conceded that to have confidence in each other is a very essential 
factor. 

We have laws of all kinds affecting our business, but fortunately 
there are no laws prohibiting our being square with each other. 
And, speaking of laws, reminds me of a squib I read recently: 
"The law gave us our relatives, but, thank God, we can choose 
our friends !" 

Edison was once asked if he did not think genius was inspira- 
tion. "No," replied the inventor, "genius is perspiration!" So, 
in our business, when we see a field man who has been promoted 
to manager we are apt to speak of his good luck, when the truth 
is his hard work and square dealing are the cause of his promotion. 

It is an old saying that "anything worth having is worth 
working for," and a field man of today must give his business 
his best efforts all the time in order to hold his own and get the 
results for which we are all striving. He must have a thorough 
and well-digested knowledge of the business, thus giving him 
confidence in himself, which will inspire his agents with confi- 
dence in him. 

In order to be a successful field man it is absolutely necessary 
to have the confidence of your company, your fellow field men 
and your agents, and the only way to gain this is to deal fair 
and square. How often our fellow-special agents, while in fact 
our competitors, have been proven our helpers as well! How 
many times has it come to the knowledge of each of us that a 
fellow-special has spoken well of us to our agent, perhaps before 
our first visit to his agency; do you suppose that does us any 
harm? No! The agent will be prepared to meet us more than 
half way and the rest is up to us. 

Striving as hard as we must to hold our premiums up and 
make that annual gain we are, if we are not careful, apt to yield 
to temptation and do something not in accordance with the ethics 
of our business, (if the opportunity presents itself), in order to 
secure some additional premiums; but, not having taken advan- 
tage of this opportunity, how much better we feel when we meet 
our fellow-special who would otherwise have lost the business. 
Commercial integrity, honesty and square dealing are the real 
foundation of any permanently successful business, and it is most 
important that fire underwriters should carefully guard their 
personal and business honor. 
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As an example of the honesty and uprightness of the fire 
insurance men of this country, it is only necessary to remember 
the heroic fight made and won by that honorable institution, 
which was so badly crippled by the San Francisco disaster. Do 
you suppose for one moment that that company would have been 
alive and flourishing today if its competitors hadn't been upright 
and just? There probably is not a field man in the country who 
could not have secured some temporary gain in business by a 
word or two to some uncertain and worried agent, but how very, 
very few succumbed to this temptation! 

In the adjustment of losses the adjuster and the company 
should always strive to give the honest claimant the square deal, 
not taking advantage of him simply because some minor condi- 
tions of the policy have not been compUed with. Fortunately, 
the great majority of the companies do not sanction anything 
but a liberal interpretation of their policies, and, as a result, a 
ver}'- small percentage of fire insurance claims ever reach the 
courts for adjudication. 

A special agent must study the business and the more book 
learning he has on the subject the better equipped is he, but he 
must acquire his real knowledge on the ground. Speaking of book 
learning reminds me of the story of the young lawyer, who was 
trying his first case in court, and, upon examining the witness, 
asked the question, **What position, if any, did the prisoner 
assume when he fired the shot?'' I have known field men, who 
did not even subscribe to an insurance journal. What a mistake 
this is, when there are so many worthy and helpful papers pub- 
lished today within the reach of us all. It is a field man's duty 
and should be his pleasure — to utilize his many spare moments 
in keeping abreast of the times and perfecting himself in his 
profession. Think of the many hours we must idle away waiting 
for late trains, etc., and what a pity it is to waste this valuable 
time when it could be put to such good use. When Professor 
Silliman of Yale, in his 80th 3^ear, addressed the graduates, he 
said: "Young gentlemen, as the result of my experience and ob- 
servations, I have one piece of advice to give you: improve with 
reading the odd five minutes." What a vast fund of knowledge 
we would acquire if we improved with reading only a portion of 
our odd five minutes ! 

It is not difficult for a special agent to transact the business 
in his field so that he will be a credit to himself and his company 
respected; and yet, he can do otherwise. It is true that a com- 
pany, having high ideals and adhering to the best practices, is 
not very apt to have in its employ a special agent who is not in 
full sympathy with its principles and acts accordingly; yet a 
company which is lax in adhering to the best practices, is also 
very apt to secure the services of a field man who believes in 
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being on the square, and he handles his ovm particular field with 
little friction. While he may not be permitted to attend board 
meetings, his competitors and co-workers know where to find 
him, he is honored by them and gets results. We have all seen 
examples of this. A special agent who has the confidence of his 
company, his fellow-field men, and his agents has the battle more 
than half won and, by applying himself to his work, will succeed. 
Someone has said that a typewriter (referring of course to the 
machine), has spoiled many a good special agent. If a man is 
indolent no matter where he is, what his name, or who his friends, 
he is sure to fail. 

Such gatherings as we have here today, our field club, state 
board, and Blue Goose meetings are some of the best panaceas 
for the ills of our business, for it brings us together in a spirit of 
good fellowship, cements friendships, and thus lessens in a great 
degree the probabilities of unfair competition. The backbone 
of all state boards, etc., is confidence in each other. 

The field man of today is a man of great responsibilities, but 
what ambitious man does not welcome responsibiUty? Mer- 
chants may have a lucky stroke of fortune, preachers may buy or 
borrow sermons, quacks may win riches by a patent medicine, 
but the fire insurance field man can, for the most part, rely upon 
no one but himself. He must decide important questions on the 
spur of the moment, and, as he is responsible to his company for 
results in his field, he (jannot make many mistakes and retain his 
position. The most successful companies are those who give 
their field men plenty of rope ; if they hang themselves it is their 
own fault; but the special agent, who is not hampered with a lot 
of red tape from his company, is the one who always has his heart 
in his work, is always cheerful, and gets results. 

Some companies try to do too much field work from their offi- 
ces, while, at the same time, they are paying some man to do it 
in the field. I once knew a case where a certain special agent, 
who, upon changing companies, commenced to refer to his new 
manager trivial matters, as had been his custom with his former 
company; the manager stood it for a while, but finally one day 
wrote to the special that he was paying him a good salary for his 
brain and did not care to pay him the salary and then do the 
thinking for him. The result was that this particular field man 
was soon noted for his sound advice and intelligent work. 

There are some companies who seem to expect their special 
agents to plant an agency in each town they visit for this purpose ; 
or, perhaps it is the fault of the special — wherever the blame the 
result is the same; that many agencies are established which are 
"dead'' from their inception, and a great many times the field 
man was not led to believe that they would be anything else. 
We have all been told again and again by agents that, in addition 
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to such and such a company, they had the suppUes of so and so, 
which they had taken just to accommodate the special as he said 
he wanted to make an appointment. Why should a field man 
waste the company's money in this manner? One cannot be at 
the top in each agency, and we must make up our minds that 
there are some good towns in which we will be unable to secure 
a satisfactory representative, so, unless an agent assures us a 
share of his business, why appoint him just to make a showing 
and involve the company in a useless expense? 

Many of the ills of our business are laid at the door of the 
"side-liner," who, many times, knows practically nothing about 
the insurance business, but it seems to be impossible, under the 
present methods of transacting our business, to eliminate him. 
However, if more care was exercised in selecting such representa- 
tives we would have less trouble. While traveUng in Oklahoma 
recently I saw in a small town an office sign of a sure-enough 
"side-liner," . which read: "John Doe, Attorney at Law, Ab- 
stractor, Real Estate, Rents, Fire-Insurance, Life Insurance, 
Pension Papers, Dentist, and Medical Advisor, Come up! The 
elevator has stopped, but the stairs are still running." 

Why is it that in the fire insurance business we find so much 
friction, dissatisfaction and general discontent? Lack of confi- 
dence in our competitors, I believe, is one of the chief reasons, 
and this could be eUminated by the "square deal." 

Few who seek recreation and bodily refreshment among the 
mountains can long resist the desire to get on the heights, and 
so in our business, we should always have with us the desire and 
determination to get to the top; there is room there", and more 
tops are being made overy day. 

Every special agent should be an optimist, and must also 
have originality. Speaking of ori'ginality reminds me of a leading 
special agent in Kansas, who had heard that the fire department of 
Topeka was slow in responding to alarms. Concluding to satisfy 
himself as to the correctness of the report, he turned in a fire 
alarm. The first company, four blocks away, arrived in two 
minutes, and seven others followed on its heels. The city author- 
ities fined him $10.00 for turning in a false alarm, but he was 
satisfied. 

I remember hearing of a man, who was acting as a pall bearer 
at the funeral of a friend, and on noticing that the carriage, in 
which he was riding, was plunging wildly and likely to upset, he 
looked out and saw that the horses attached to the hearse were 
running away and galloping across lots, while his carriage was in 
reckless pursuit. He called to the driver to hold up, but he only 
answered, as he gave the team the lash, "You ought to know that 
it is the custom in this town for the mourners and pall bearers 
to follow the hearse." 
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While the insurance hearse is being frantically driven, now 
in the woods, now in the open, and now in the road, there are 
too many of us who are apt to follow because it seems to be the 
custom, instead of moving forward in harmonious columns and 
with equal step. 

I once sat beside a leading Chicago Manager, who was exam- 
ining daily reports with his head examiner, and soon had a nice 
little pile culled out from the rest, marking same '^cancel." I 
ventured the remark that it must take considerable nerve to mark 
the large pile 0. K., representing, as it did, so much liabiUty for 
what seemed so little premium. He replied that there was no 
nerve needed in that respect, but it did take nerve to mark the 
small pile ^'cancel.'* I am afraid many of us are lacking in that 
respect, for our great desire for premiums tends to weaken our 
nerve when it comes to cancellations. 

I have often wondered why some companies, in their various 
forms of advertising, state that *'all losses ,are promptly paid." 
If a man borrows money from a bank and gives his note, due on 
a certain day, taking same up at the proper time, he does not go 
up and down the street telling everyone he may meet that he 
paid his note when it was due. It seems to me that the insurance 
business is in hard lines if it is necessary for us to advertise that 
we meet our just obligations. The abnormal appetite displayed 
by some companies for premiums reminds me of a mud turtle 
I once saw caught while the angler was fishing for sun fish; the 
monster, when brought to the surface, after a frantic struggle, 
was found to have swallowed the hook and was looking hungrily 
at the sinker a foot above its nose. 

How often it is the case, when a company is unfortunate in 
having a serious run of losses, that they let down the bars and 
commence a mad scramble for premiums, losing sight, in many 
instances, of the "square deal.'' 

In the Berkshire Hills there was a funeral, and as they gathered 
in the little parlor there came the typical New England female, 
who mingles curiosity with her sympathy, and as she glanced 
around the darkened room slie said to the bereaved widow: 
"When did you get that new eight day clock?'' "We ain't got 
no new eight day clock," was the reply. "You ain't! What's 
that in the corner here?" "Why no, that's not an eight day 
clock, that's the deceased. We stood him on end to make room 
for the mourners." There should be no reason why it should be 
necessary to stand the deceased insurance company in the corner 
to make room for the mourners. If we would all transact our 
business on those principles of sound underwriting we all know 
so well, adhere to adequate rates and repose that degree of con- 
fidence in each other, which we each should merit, there would be 
plenty of room for the small band of mourners. 
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It is time to note that at the recent convention held by the 
National Association of Local Fire Insurance Agents the follow- 
ing motion was adopted, tending to elevate the business of fire 
insurance to that of a profession: "That the incoming admini- 
stration be requested to take up and prepare for presentation 
to the next convention a code of ethics governing our accepted 
standard of good practices in relations of agents with each other 
as well as agents with their companies and patrons." 

In the publication of rates I believe a great improvement 
could be made over the usual custom of simply publishing a rate 
as so much on building and so much on contents, without any 
explanation as to why the rate is quoted at those figures. There 
never was a tax of any kind that was not considered too high by 
the great majority. Why not take the insuring public a little 
more into our confidence and show them, in a concise way, why 
their rate is what it is? Of course, we understand that the 
schedule, showing the detailed make-up of the rate, is easily 
obtainable but that takes time and the agent does not have it 
handy when it is most needed. The independent rater of one of 
our western states issues the usual estimate of rates, but in ad- 
dition he has each risk prefaced by a consecutive number and 
the first few pages of his rate book are given over to show the 
specific charges for defects in each risk. For example, one notes 
that the rate on risk No. 10 is $1.80 on building, and 2 per cent, 
on stock. By referring to the front pages we find that on risk 
No. 10 a charge of 10 cents is made for rubbish maintained; a 
charge of 25 cents for defective wiring, etc. The assured can 
thus be readily shown why his rate is higher than his neighbor's, 
and can also see how his rate can be reduced by making certain 
improvements. The rate books gotten up in this manner have 
proven very satisfactory, and by learning just what the penalites 
are for defects the assured, in many cases, will at once correct 
same and so lower his rate. 

It has been said that the '^Beacon Light of the world is the 
cheerful little candle of contentment,'' and there seems no good 
reason why we insurance men should not each of us have a stock 
of these little candles. Our business is certainly most legitimate, 
a necessity, and we ought to strive to get all the contentment 
out of it possible. 

I was very much interested in a paper read a year ago before this 
Association by the Vice-President of one of our western fire insur- 
ance companies. In the course of his remarks he made the 
following statement: "The interests of the insurance business of 
each state, in my humble opinion, can best be conserved by the 
field men, irrespective of organization; I have found it to be a 
rare occurence for a field man to deviate, either in letter or in 
spirit, from any agreement that he may have made with his 
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fellows." Coming from such a source these remarks should 
especially appeal to us field men, as it shows how important it is 
to the business for us to be loyal and fair to each other. 

I have often heard some of the venerable field men sa}'- that 
never, in their experience, was the business in such excellent 
condition as iji the early days when the field men handled the rate 
and other important matters. Of course, conditions as to the 
laws in force and other factors have greatly changed since then, 
and it is now impossible, in most of the states, for the field men 
to have any organization which could deal with the subject of 
rates; at the same time, if the field men were allowed more leeway 
in such matters conditions would be materially improved. 

While the Local Agents' Association is wrestling with the 
commission question, double headers, uniform report blanks, etc., 
we field men are all of us wrestling with the mighty task of keep- 
ing our business up and our losses down, but, in our zeal, let us 
not lose sight of the square deal. 

"Steer a straight course; let the other fellow do the dodging. 
You'll always find the world wilUng to step aside for a man who 
knows where he's going!" 

The President — 

I am sure we have more than enjoyed Mr. Barnum's most 
excellent paper. I think .that it fully carries out the promise 
I made before he stepped to the platform. If anybody would 
like to make any remarks relative to the paper, or any subject 
that was discussed by him I would be very glad to hear from you. 

This Association has been favored in years gone by mth ad- 
dresses from leading men in all of the more prominent callings 
in life. As I recall it, however, we have never as yet had on 
our program a congressman. We not only have a congressman 
on our program today but we have one of national reputation, 
which he fully merits, and a reputation for fairness, for clearness 
in his work along his special fines that are of great benefit to the 
country. The gentleman has given particular attention to finance, 
and I wish that you would all give Mr. Tawney, the gentleman 
that I will introduce in a moment, the closest attention. He is 
not going to talk to us upon a financial topic, as I rather thought 
he would. When I first talked to him I had that impression; 
at the same time he will entertain us greatly, and I take a very 
great deal of pleasure in introducing to you, the Honorable 
James A. Tawney, of Minnesota, Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriations, National House of Representatives. 

Mr. Tawney was received with applause and delivered the 
following address on the "Panama Canal": 



88 Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: 

While I am not an underwriter nor am I acquainted with the 
business in which you are engaged, I am, nevertheless, associated 
with the largest underwriting proposition in this or any other 
country in the world. It is in respect to this proposition that I 
have been invited to address you today — 

THE PANAMA CANAL 

It is unnecessary for me to refer to the fact that during the 
last decade, our people have achieved a higher degree of pros- 
perity than they have ever attained in the history of our country. 
No class of men are more familiar with this fact than those I 
am now addressing. But with the unprecedented and universal 
prosperity of the people, with the marvelous growth and develop- 
ment of our country in commerce, in industry and in international 
power, have come many important governmental problems, 
problems upon which the wise and correct solution of which 
depend largely our continued prosperity. 

Foremost among these great problems, is that of transportation. 
Within the last few years this question has received, through the 
press and from our foremost men, more serious consideration 
than ever before. But the discussion thus far has been practi- 
cally limited to the consideration of the question of the control 
and regulation of inter-state railroad transportation. To my 
mind, this problem involves another question, of equal, if not 
greater importance. That is the question of improving and in- 
creasing our facilities for handling and transporting the rapidly 
increasing production of our farms, our mines, our mills and our 
factories. During the last seven years, the average increase in 
the production of all classes of articles transported has been about 
46 per cent., while the facilities for carrying these articles have 
increased on an average only about 7 and 6-10 per cent. This 
fact illustrates the immense importance to the producers of this 
country of increasing transportation facilities, more rapidly than 
those facilities have been increased in the past. However, the 
question of control and regulation of railroads may ultimately 
be determined, whether jointly by the states and the nation or 
by the nation alone, there can be no doubt in the mind of any 
man as to the duty of the government to improve and make 
available the navigable rivers it controls and utilize for trans- 
portation purposes as far as possible, the waters of the two oceans 
that wash our shores. 

To this end, has the government of the United States under- 
taken one of the most stupendous tasks ever embarked upon by 
any nation in the world. Under the lead of the noted DeLesseps, 
private enterprise attempted, but failed, to accomplish what we, 
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as a nation, have undertaken and are now accomplishing. It 
therefore remained for the people of the United States, acting 
through their government, to demonstrate to the world that the 
western hemisphere can be successfully severed and the waters 
of the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans united by the construction 
of the Panama Canal, thereby lessening the distance from coast 
to coast by water, almost 10,000 miles, and greatly reducing the 
cost of transportation, not alone for the benefit of the seaboard 
states and the Mississippi Valley, but also for the world. 

This project has for centuries been the dream of nations, of 
rulers and of private individuals. All have recognized its im- 
portance and its advantages. It is therefore in its influence upon 
the commerce of the United States and the world and in its bene- 
fits to humanity, a world-wide project. 

When the history of the Panama Canal, its authorization and 
construction is written, one of the important chapters will be 
the history of that combined and concerted opposition to the 
project for many years exerted by the transcontinental railroads, 
from the Canadian Pacific on the North to the Panama Railroad 
Company that crosses the Isthmus on the south. This opposition 
long delayed the authorization and the beginning of tlus great 
undertaking, and has withheld from the American people for 
many years, the benefits and the advantages they will ultimately 
enjoy as the result of the construction and the completion of 
this canal across the Isthmus of Panama. 

Congress no sooner authorized the construction of this canal 
than the opposition began to discredit every initial step taken 
by those charged with the duty of inaugurating the enterprise. 
All of the conditions under which that work must be performed, 
were grossly misrepresented, and the efforts to better the con- 
ditions that did obtain, were belittled. This was done, and for 
several years continued through our yellow journals and yellower 
magazines. 

Now that the work of preparation is completed, and the 
work of construction is progressing so admirably and has reached 
a point where those in charge can reasonably predict the final 
completion of this great enterprise, it is fitting that the truth 
regarding what has been done, and is being done by the repre- 
sentatives of our government, in control of this great work 
should be known. Much of this information has already been 
given to the public through the official reports of the Canal Com- 
mission. 

Having recommended, as Chairman of the Committee on 
Appropriation, the appropriation of every dollar of the money 
thus far expended in the construction of the Panama Canal, and 
having carefully studied the conditions under which this work 
is now going on, I have concluded that it may be of interest to 
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you gentlemen, although foreign to your business, to know 
something of the conditions under which this great work is 
being done, and the progress that has thus far been made. 

From the day that Balboa, in 1513, first saw the majestic 
waters of the Pacific from the top of Culebra Mountain, the 
history of Panama has been a romantic one. It was the trail 
followed by the Spanish adventurers returning with their spoils 
of war, and precious treasure from Peru. It was the trail of the 
miner returning with his nuggets from the golden west to his 
home along the coast, and across the Atlantic Ocean. It has 
been the scene of some of the most important historical events 
connected with Central and South America and it is today, 
witnessing the most stupendous feat of engineering the world 
has ever seen. 

From 1863 to the third of November, 1903, Panama was one 
of the United States of Columbia. In 1903, on the third of No- 
vember, she seceded from Columbia, and when recognized as 
an independent state Panama ceded perpetual jurisdiction to 
the government of the United States over a strip of land ten 
miles wide, extending from the city limits of Colon to the city 
limits of Panama, a distance of about 46 miles. Except for 
sanitary purposes, the government of the United States has no 
authority or jurisdiction whatever over these two principal 
cities of Panama. 

The city of Colon is situated at the Atlantic end of the canal, 
the city of Panama at the Pacific end. The former was built 
on what was formerly an island, only 24 inches above the level 
of the sea. There, the tide is only 18 inches. The City of PanaiAa 
is much higher, and the tide there is from 22 to 24 feet, a differ- 
ence of 21 feet in the tide of the two oceans separated by a strip 
of land 46 miles across. The strip of land extending from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific ocean across the Isthmus which the Pana- 
manian government has ceded to the United States is known as 
the Canal Zone. It has its own government, exercised under 
authority of the President of the United States. The Isthmian 
Canal Commission constitutes the legislative department of that 
government. This Commission formulates all proposed legisla- 
tion which when approved by the President, becomes as much 
a law in the Canal Zone as a law enacted by the legislature in 
the State of Illinois, or enacted by Congress. This former gov- 
ernment is, however, only temporary and subject to change by 
Congress at any time. 

There are three judicial subdivisions in the Canal Zone, where 
United States courts are held. In the City of Panama we own 
several large buildings, previously owned and used by the old 
Panama Canal Company. All the rights and interests of this 
Company were purchased by the United States for the sum of 
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$40,000,000. It has been said that in this purchase, at that 
price, the gc^ernment bought a "gold brick." In other words, 
that the government paid for what it received far more than its 
actual worth. These statements, however, are incorrect. In 
constructing the canal, we are utilizing about 36,000,000 cubic 
yards of French excavation. The cost of excavating to us is 
about $1.00 per cubic yard. The excavation, therefore, which 
was done by the French company and which we are utilizing is 
of itself worth to us at least $35,000,000. In addition to this, 
we obtained all the rights and concessions previously obtained 
by the French company from the United States of Columbia, 
and we also obtained some very valuable machinery and equip- 
ment that we are today using in constructing the canal. 

Before we could do anything toward actual construction, it 
was absolutely essential that ample provision be made for the 
health and the comfort of those entrusted with the work. The 
first thing to be done, therefore, was to clean up the cities of 
Colon and Panama. Under the provisions of the treaty entered 
into with Panama, the right of absolute control over the sanitary 
conditions in both cities was ceded to the United States. In 
accordance with that provision of the treaty, we have paved 
the streets of these two cities, we have installed a complete 
sewerage system and complete water system and have given 
to both cities better and purer water than they have ever before 
enjoyed in their history. This has been done by impounding 
near both cities in large reservoirs, the waters of streams origin- 
ating in the mountains. Prior to this cleaning up, and during 
the occupancy of the French company, the cities of Colon and 
Panama were literal cess-pools, abounding in filth and the germs 
of contagious disease, and the same may be said of the smaller 
places along the Hne of the canal between these two cities. In 
addition to this cleaning up of Colon and Panama, it was neces- 
sary to do a great deal of draining, filling of swamps, building 
of roads, and removing vast quantities of vegetable growth 
in the Canal Zone. It was also necessary to erect buildings 
in which to properly house the men employed in this great work. 
It was necessary too, to double track the Panama Railroad. 
In addition to all of this, and before any work could be done, 
it was necessary to effect a complete organization to have ade- 
quate equipment for carrying on the work. All of this prepara- 
tory work has been accomplished, and much of the actual con- 
struction of the canal has been done under the leadership, and 
as the result of the skill, experience and ability of a man who 
has demonstrated, a man who has shown himself to be one of 
the greatest engineers of the world, and who has effected one of 
the best and most efficient organizations that any large con- 
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tractor or any government has, and that man is Colonel Gothels 
of the Engineer Corps of the United States Army. ♦ [Applause]. 

In addition to the organization effected by Colonel Gothels, 
and largely as a result of the work of another member of the 
Isthmian Canal Commission, the sanitary and health conditions 
in the Canal Zone and in the cities of Colon and Panama have 
been so improved since we first occupied any part of that ter- 
ritory, that there has not been a case of yellow fever in the Canal 
Zone or any other city during the past two years and the death 
rate there has been less than it is in the most healthy sections 
of our country. This result has been achieved by a man who 
stands today the peer, if not the superior of any sanitary expert 
in the world, Colonel Gorgas, of the Medical Corps of the Army. 
[Applause]. 

In the construction of the canal I find that there is a great 
deal of interest in knowing just how we are going to operate 
the canal. The canal from Baso-Bispo, which we call the east- 
ern end of Culebra Cut, to the Atlantic Ocean, a distance of about 
thirty miles, the country is comparatively level. It is covered 
with dense tropical foliage, and in some places with a very dense 
forest. As a matter of fact, when the Panama Canal is completed 
we will not have to exceed fourteen or fifteen miles of an actual 
canal, and yet the canal will be fifty-one miles in leugth. That 
statement was made before the Committee on appropriations 
and it was a mystery to me how we were going to have a canal 
fifty-one miles long with only fifteen miles of cut. The fact is, 
we will have a sea level canal from Colon to Gatun, a distance 
of about four miles. At Gatun, the Chagres River flows through 
a valley between two ranges of mountains. At this point it is 
proposed to build another mountain connecting these two ranges 
of mountains. This artificial mountain will be a mile and a half 
in length and half a mile thick at the base and one hundred 
and thirty five feet high. When constructed it will be known 
as the Gatun Dam. This dam will hold back the Chagres River 
until its waters reach a height of eighty-five feet and extend 
back to Culebra mountain, or Baso-Bispo, a distance of twenty- 
two miles, so that from the base of the Gatun Dam to the en- 
trances of the Culebra Cut we will have an artificial lake with 
an area of one hundred and sixty square miles and twenty-two 
and a half miles in length. In order to get the vessels into the 
lake we will use the Gatun locks. The vessel will be locked 
into one lock and raised, and then locked into another lock and 
raised, and so on until it passes through a series of three double 
locks raising it to a height of eighty-five feet, when it will sail 
on to Baso-Bispo across this artificial lake, a distance of about 
twenty-two miles. From thence it will pass through Culebra 
Cut to Pedro Miguel, when it will be locked down into Lake 
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Laboka; thence across this lake a distance of five miles where 
it will be locked down into the Bay of Panama and sail into the 
Pacific Ocean on to its destination. So that as a matter of fact, 
the canal will consist of three miles of a sea level canaJ, twenty- 
two and a half miles or twenty-seven and a half miles of lake, 
including the artificial lake and Lake Laboka the cut through 
the Culebra Mountains, about two miles of locks and the dredged 
channel in the Bay of Panama five miles in length in all fifty-one 
miles from ocean to ocean. 

It has been said that we are assuming a great risk in construct- 
ing a lock canal. Well, my friends, I know that there are some 
of the eminent engineers who have endeavored to discredit the 
Congress of the United States and those who were in favor of 
adopting a lock type of canal, but as a matter of fact any layman 
going down there can see that there are only three important 
engineering problems involved in the construction of a lock type 
canal. First is the digging of the cut through Culebra Mountain. 
That cut is no larger and no deeper than many of the cuts made 
through the Rocky Mountains in the construction of our great 
trans-continental railways; therefore there is nothing new in- 
volved in that, and the geological formation of the rock is such 
that it is not near as difficult to handle as it was in many of 
the cuts on the Canadian Pacific and on the other great trans- 
continental railways. This cut is only nine miles in length. 

The next is the Gatun Dam. The Gatun Dam will be an 
earthen dam. In its construction they will use hydraulic pumps. 
The material will be pumped in with water so as to form a solid 
mountain when complete, and when constructed it will not be 
as large as the earthen dam now holding the waters in the reser- 
voir that suppHes the city of Oakland, CaUfornia. 

We have in this country two earthen dams larger than the 
Gatun Dam and during the earthquake in CaUfornia the Oakland 
dam was not affected although the slip in the rock passed right 
along the end of the dam and not a drop of water escaped be- 
cause it didn't affect the body of the dam at all. 

The only other problem is the construction of the locks for 
the raising and lowering of these great ships into and out of the 
lakes which will form the principal part of the canal, and the 
locks of the Panama Canal will be no longer and not much wider 
than are the locks in the Tennessee River. They will be five 
feet higher, but there is no great engineering problem involved 
in making them a few feet wider and five feet higher than locks 
heretofore constructed, so that there are only these three great 
engineering problems, none of which involves"* anything new or 
anything that has not been accompUshed in similar work in 
the states. 
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In regard to what has been accomplished, permit me to say 
that we have employed on the canal over twenty-six thousand 
men. We had in March sixty-five steam shovels. We had 
eighty-five locomotives, and we had about twenty-three hundred 
flat cars, and every steam shovel and every locomotive and every 
flat car that was on the job was engaged and was working when 
we were ' there. During the month of March they excavated 
from Culebra Cut alone one million cubic yards of earth and 
rock. In the month following, or in the month of May, there was 
some cessation of work owing to labor trouble, but that has 
been settled, and now we are again excavating at the rate of about 
three and a half million cubic yards a month. The total amount 
to be excavated in Culebra Cut is estimated to be fifty million 
cubic yards and it is claimed that when the excavation is com- 
pleted the rest of the work of the canal will be finished so that 
when the dam is filled or the lake is formed, the vessels can then 
pass through the canal from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 

The time within which this work will be completed has been 
estimated by the engineers to be six years from last January. 
After talking with the engineers, I think five years will come nearer 
being the time of its final completion than six years. In 
either case, the American people will have completed this stu- 
pendous undertaking in far less time than was originally con- 
templated. 

Now, as to the probable cost, there is no man who can state 
what that cost will be. Thus far there has been appropriated 
for the construction of the canal $110,000,000. $110,000,000 has 
been the amount appropriated for construction. We originally 
appropriated $40,000,000 for the purchase of the Panama Canal 
Company's property and for its rights, and $10,000,000 to the 
State of Panama for the concessions it gave us. 

At the last session of Congress we appropriated $27,000,000 
for defraying the expenses of the work incident to the construc- 
tion of the canal during the fiscal year which began July 1st. 
That appropriation will meet the expense until June 30th, 1909; 
so that if you figure on the completion of the canal within six 
years from last January and the annual expenditure does not 
exceed the expenditure for the current fiscal years, the total 
cost would be in the neighborhood of $250,000,000. 

After all, my friends, when we stop to consider the thousands 
of millions of dollars that will be saved, not only to the people 
of the United States but to the people of the world, in trans- 
portation rates as the result of the completion of this great 
project, the cost is comparatively small. It is also small in com- 
parison with other expenditures made by the government of the 
United States. 
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There is one problem that is an important one, and that is 
the sanitary conditions. The other important problem is taking 
care of the excavated material economically and expeditiously, 
and that is a railroad proposition. In short, my friends, there 
are only two main propositions involved in the construction 
of the Panama Canal; one is to dig, and the other is to appropriate 
money to pay for the digging. 

When this great work is completed, it will remain under the 
control and jurisdiction of the government of the United States 
but it will be open for the use of all the maritime nations of the 
world. It will not be a free use. The terms upon which it 
may be used will be determined by the Congress of the United 
States. In conclusion my frieads', when we have completed 
this great undertaking and have opened the Panama Canal, the 
United States will have made a contribution to the world sur- 
passing in practical benefit and usefulness any contribution that 
any nation has ever made "for the material benefit and welfare 
of humanity. ' [Applause]. 

Mr. McGregor — 

It is not often, sir, that we have the privilege of listening to 
as scholarly and as briUiant a paper as this from a man of national 
reputation, and I believe that this event ought to be signalized 
by exceptional treatment. I therefore have pleasure in moving 
that we tender to Congressman Tawney a rising vote of thanks. 

The motion was seconded and carried unanimously. 

Congressman Tawney — 

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen: I wish to extend my most 
sincere and profound appreciation for the vote of thanks which 
you have just tendered me. [Applause]. 

The President — 

Is the Committee ready to report that was appointed to nom- 
inate the nine directors? 

The report of the Committee was then read by Mr. Chamber- 
lin, as follows: 

Your Committee appointed by the President to select the 
gentlemen to serve your Association for the coming year, beg to 
name and nominate the following: 

Chas. W. Higley, Chicago, General Agent Hanover Fire 
Insurance Co.; F. T. Wise, Chicago, State Agent Home Insurance 
Co.; Geo. H. Bell, Chicago, Ass't Manager North British and 
Mercantile Insurance Co.; E. O. Basse, Milwaukee, Special Agent 
American Insurance Co., Newark; Carroll L. DeWitt, Chicago, 
General Agent Newark Fire Insurance Co.; Horace L. Spice, 
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Detroit, State Agent Germania Fire Insurance Co. ; George S. 
Valentine, Des Moines, la.. Special Agent Prussian National 
Insurance Co.; George A. Mowry, Minneapolis, State Agent 
German American Insurance Co.; Chas. L. Easton, Milwaukee, 
Special Agent Northern Assurance Co. 

W. 0. CHAMBERLIN, 
F. B. BARNES, 
J. B. TALLMAN, 
B. J. GILMORE, 
RAYNOLDS BARNUM, 

Committee. 
Mr. Bowers — 

I move the report be adopted and that the Secretary be 
instructed to cast the ballot of the Association for the unanimous 
election of the gentlemen named as -Directors. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

The President — 

There are a good many people in this large country of ours 
that have an idea that there is something secretive about the 
business of fire insurance. While they get a policy at so much 
a hundred at the same time they think there is a joker in it 
always, so that if they have a fire they at least do not get all they 
are entitled to. They do not understand how the rates are made 
and many of them do not seek an opportunity of knowing. They 
do not understand very many things about an insurance contract 
or the method of handling the business. There is a movement 
on foot now for the education of the public generally, a most 
excellent thing I am sure you will all agree. 

We have on the program a gentleman who has given a great 
deal of thought to the method of getting our business before the 
pubHc, so that we may have their confidence rather than their 
unjust criticism. I take great pleasure, gentlemen, in introduc- 
ing Mr. W. N. Johnson, of Erie, Pa., Assistant General Agent 
Insurance Company of North America and Philadelphia Under- 
writers. [Applause]. 

The subject of Mr. Johnson\s address was "The New Gospel 
of PubHcity,'' and he spoke as follows: 

Mr. President, Ladies, and Gentlemen of the Fire 

Underwriters' Association of the Northwest: 

Twelve years ago I had the honor of addressing this Association 

upon the subject "Our Association, What It Is and What It Should 

Be.'' At that time I tried to induce the members of this Association 

to see that they had some duties to perform to the public be- 
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sides the mere fact of their coming here and listening to ad- 
dresses once a year. What I said then was something Uke a 
voice crying in the wilderness. It seemed to have and probably 
did have no effect at that time. During the lapse of these years 
the insurance companies, their managers and officers, and you 
gentlemen, who are here today, have seen the necessity of getting 
nearer to the public than we ever have been. I could not help 
thinking while I have been listening to the very able address 
that you have just heard, with reference to the great undertaking 
that is now in progress in Panama, that we, the insurance com- 
panies have our Isthmus of Panama which separates us from the 
public. We have our Culebra Mountain in the shape of inimical 
laws. We have our torrential rains of prejudice. We have our 
yellow fevor of ignorance and misunderstanding, and misrepre- 
sentations, and it is for us, gentlemen, to go to work and excavate 
the cut across that canal which shall connect us with the public 
so that we may not be suffering the great injury and prejudice 
that we are at the present time. I have, gentlemen, today a 
message for you. I come to talk to you upon the subject of 

THE NEW GOSPEL OF PUBLICITY 

In looking over the "Proceedings of the Fire Underwriters^ 
Association of the Northwest" from year to year you will find the 
oft-recurring refrain, "Educate the Public," showing conclusively 
that for many years there has been a feeling among its members 
which has crystahzed into this epigrammatic expression of the 
belief that there was something concerning which it was necessary 
thatthe public should beenlightenedand that that "something" was 
and is fire insurance. It is useless to deny the fact that there is 
necessity for such education and it would be worse than folly to 
ignore it. Look at the situation today in the nineteen states and 
territories comprised within the jurisdiction of what is known to 
us as the Northwestern field. In seven states the form of our 
policy contract is prescribed by law; in eleven the valued policy 
law is upon the statute books ; in seven the use of the co-insurance 
clause is prohibited by law; in eleven the anti-compact law 
paralyzes our efforts to improve the character of risks or to reduce 
the fire hazard. Today, more than ever, the attitude of the 
public, the legislatures and the courts is one of unreasoning 
hostility, much of which we have, unconsciously, invited. We 
have estranged the public through our rate making methods and 
policy form requirements, because we have not thought it worth 
while to explain to policy-holders the impelling reasons, so plain 
to us, for demanding the rates and forms which were so vital 
to the very existence of the companies we represented and so 
essential to the security of the policy-holders themselves. In 
the face of unfriendly and unjust criticism, burdensome and 
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inimical legislation, we have remained persistently silent. At 
every session of every legislature we have been singled out for 
all of the contumely and abuse which honest but misinformed 
legislators could heap upbn the * 'Great Insurance Trust/' and have 
been made the target for anti-trust legislation whenever and 
wherever a legislature convened. Uncomplaining and without a 
single word of indignant protest we have, by our own action, 
induced the legislators and their constituents to honestly believe 
us guilty of everything charged against us. Even in the "Courts 
of Justice," where we have a right to feel that we stand equal 
before the law, whenever we have had the hardihood to contest 
some flagrantly fraudulent claim, we have not had the courage 
to fight the claim on its merits, but have relied upon technical 
defenses alone, until we can no longer rely upon the precedents 
established by a long line of decisions in other actions involving 
like questions, because the courts beUeving our defenses lacking 
in equity and justice, have gone out of their way to establish a 
new line of decisions which destroy the boasted symmetry of 
the law and apply solely and only to fire insurance contracts. 
Under these conditions what wonder is there that the refrain 
has become persistent — '* Educate the Public?" The wonder is 
that we have endured our false position so long. The time has 
at length arrived when this silence is to be broken and when we 
can no longer blame ourselves or be blamed because we have not 
removed the veil of mystery which has too long given occasion 
for the beUef that there was something in the fire insurance busi- 
ness which could not bear the light of day. 

No doubt every member of this Association already knows 
that 'The Union" is about to organize a ''Bureau of Publicity 
and Education" for the purpose of taking the public into its con- 
fidence, letting it know that we have nothing to conceal, teaching 
the property-owning portion thereof the fimdamental principles 
of our business and showing why it is for their own interest that 
the companies should not be prohibited from conducting their 
business in the only manner which will conduce to the safety of 
those who rely upon the indemnity they have purchased against 
impending disaster. The sole object of this Bureau will be to 
change the present attitude of hostihty on the part of the public 
towards the fire insurance companies to that of cordial approval 
and mutual understanding, so that it will, itself, demand the 
repeal of those obnoxious and hurtful laws which now so seriously 
prejudice our mutual interests. This object can only be attained 
by a frank, truthful and open exposition and discussion of the 
fundamental principles of our business, so that the public may 
be enabled to form a just and intelligent understanding concerning 
the same. It needs and is entitled to full and definite informa- 
tion upon the following subjects: 
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The Fundamental Principles of Fire Insurance, embracing: 

An outline of its purpose and operation. 

An explanation of the various policy conditions. 

The difference between and purpose of specific and blanket 
insurance. 

Reasons for the use of the co-insurance, average and other 
clauses, with an explanation of their effect in the settle- 
ment of losses under specific and blanket insurance. 

Mutual and stock insurance, points of similarity and difference 
and the good and bad features of each. 

Rates — How made. 

How property owners practically make their own rates. 

How schedule rating is gradually but surely causing improve- 
ments to be made in buildings already erected; securing 
better construction in buildings in course of erection or to 
be built; reducing the hazards both internal, external and 
exposing; eUminating or minimizing fire-breeding areas and 
reducing the rate cost to property owners. 

Showing why there should be no discrimination in rates of 
fire insurance any more than in rates of transportation by 
water or by rail. 

Showing why rates should be based upon general instead of 
local experience. 

Improvements — How induced and credits for same. 
Benefit to assured and to community. 

Why municipal authorities and state legislatures should re- 
quire the same. 

Fire Protection — Water supply. 
Fire Departments. 
Paved streets. 
Underground wires. 
Electrical supervision. 
Building code. 
Municipal regulations. " 

Classification — Necessity for uniform classification. 

Why all companies should be required to keep the same and 
to observe uniform rates based upon such general exper- 
ience. 

Trust or Monopoly — Why an insurance trust is an impossibility. 

Expenses — Cause of increase. 

In what direction they may be curtailed. 
How and why the public can be instrumental in reducing 
same. 
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Capital and Surplus — The object and purpose of each. 

Necessity for accumulating a large surplus to provide for ab- 
normal losses. 

Companies should be required to provide for such accumulation 
and rates should be based upon a conflagration reserve in 
addition to the usual charges for ordinary losses. 

Unfriendly Legislation — referring particularly to the valued 
policy, anti-compact and anti-co-insurance laws: laws 
prohibiting companies from agreeing as to the cost of con- 
ducting the business, and laws enlarging or restricting the 
duties and obligations of agents and brokers, and explain- 
ing why these laws inflict serious injury upon every honest 
holder of an insurance poUcy. 
The laws with respect to taxation should also be fully ex- 
plained and the public shown that if the companies are 
taxed as they now are, the rates of insurance must be loaded 
not only with the full amount of such tax, but also with 
the cost of collecting the same. 

Conflagrations and Fire Waste — Showing the enormous an- 
nual fire waste under normal conditions. 

How such annual waste is increased by occasional general 
conflagrations. 

PossibiUty and probability of even greater conflagrations in 
the future. 

Duty of the pubHc to assist and encourage the fire insurance 
companies in their efforts to reduce the fire waste and 
minimize the conflagration hazard. 

On this subject of Conflagrations and Fire Waste we cannot 
say too much or be too emphatic or earnest in our efforts to arouse 
the people of this country to the astounding folly of a continued 
disregard of the enormous drain upon the material resources of 
the nation through the medium of preventable destruction of 
property by fire. Our vigilant President has, in no uncertain 
manner, called the attention of the people to the criminally prod- 
igal wastage of the natural resources of the country and has 
insisted upon the conservation of the mines, the streams and the 
forests for the benefit of those who come after us. The necessity 
of such conservation no one can deny — it has, in fact, been too 
long delayed. But in protecting the interests of the unborn 
millions whose heritage this land of ours will hereafter be, we 
must not forget the necessity for protecting and preserving the 
property of the living millions who people the land which is today 
our own. The fire waste of the United States in this enhghtened 
twentieth century is not only appaUing, but that it is permitted 
is incomprehensible. I know that statistics are always uninter- 
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esting and distasteful to an audience, but they are so 
pertinent to the consideration of this subject that I must ask 
your indulgence while I call your attention to a few statistical 
facts. During the past five years the destruction of property 
by fire in the United States — even with the most conservative 
estimates of the Baltimore and San Francisco conflagrations — 
amounted to One Billion, Two Hundred and Sixty Million Dollars, 
The human mind can hardly grasp the immensity of the waste 
thus entailed. That amount of the material wealth of this 
nation has been absolutely annihilated. Insurance has not and 
cannot replace it. It only distributes, more or less generally, 
and to all the people, the immense losses which other^\ise would 
fall with crushing force upon individuals and communities. Had 
this destruction been caused by war, the nation would have risen 
as one man to. repel the invader, but with an insidious foe which 
marks its flaming pathway across the face of this fair land, we 
stand idly by while this awful destruction continues. But the 
loss to the people and to the nation does not stop with the tale of 
this destruction. The consequential loss far exceeds the direct 
loss caused by the burning of the property itself. Aside from the 
paralysis of individual and corporate enterprise, the loss of trade, 
houseless and homeless citizens, and idle and unemployed labor- 
ers, the communities and the people sustain a loss which cannot 
be measured in dollars and cents, but which is none the less 
tangible and which continues for years to come. This loss of 
over a billion and a quarter was taxable property, bearing its 
share of the burdens of the state, county, school and municipality. 
Even at a rate of one per cent, the annual taxable charge with- 
drawn from contribution for governmental expenses amounts to 
the sum of twelve million, six hundred thousand dollars, which 
necessarily increases the rate of taxation upon undestroyed 
property. The country feels this enormous waste in other ways, 
and this destruction cannot go on without its affecting the wel- 
fare of the whole country. For the past year the financial 
condition of the United States has been greatly depressed and is 
it not fair to presume that it had its inception in the awful calam- 
ity at San Francisco which caused the insurance companies to 
throw two hundred million dollars of securities on the markets 
during the summer and autumn of 1906? 

But there is a humanitarian side of this fire waste, which 
neither we nor the people of this country can ignore. 

At San Francisco no one could have stood on Nob Hill and 
looked upon the miles upon miles of that ruined city and have seen 
the refugee camps spreading over the Presidio Reservation, the 
fire swept hill sides and the pubUc parks, with their thousands of 
homeless occupants without realizing the awfulness — the almost 
hopelessness — of the situation. Even as late as October there were 



102 Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting 

32,000 people in these camps, all of whom were without visible 
means of support aside from that derived from the generous 
donations of a sympathetic public. They were the old, the infirm, 
the helpless women and children; all who had lost heart or were 
sunk in utter despair, as well as those who had tasted the bread 
of charity and preferred to thereafter lead a life of idleness at the 
expense of the state. To this number must be added the thou- 
sands who had escaped from the devasted city to begin life 
anew with bare hands and quailing hearts, or else to become a 
charge upon other comnmnities. Every great conflagration has 
its own pathetic side, which has little consideration from the 
public after the first rush of generous sympathy has subsided. 
But neither you nor I who know these things, who stand as it 
were "on the firing fine,'' can ignore them. It is our duty to 
press this matter of the enormous fire waste of this country, with 
all its dissipation of material wealth, its disheartening and de- 
moralizing consequences upon the attention of the public through 
their municipal bodies, their legislatures, their governors and 
even through the Chief Magistrate of this Nation, whose quick 
intuition and ready grasp of the effect of this fire waste upon 
the country may, and we hope will, prompt him to give us his 
powerful aid in these efforts of ours to "Educate the Public.'' 

HOW THIS INFORMATJON IS TO BE DISSEMINATED 

First — By addresses before legislative committees, meetings of 
insurance commissioners, boards of trade, chambers of commerce, 
business men's associations and other public and social organiza- 
tions. 

Second — By printed articles in the daily newspapers, insurance 
journals, trade papers and magazines. By circulars for distri- 
bution to the general public, to schools, colleges and universities, 
and also for distribution through the mail by leading business 
houses to their correspondents. We confidently expect valuable 
assistance from the daily press and periodicals, for no man and 
no corporation ever looked in vain for fair treatment from journal- 
ists and newspaper men so long as there was no attempt at mis- 
representation, mystery or concealment. 

Third — By securing the assistance of the field men, local agents, 
state and district raters, electrical, hydraulic and sprinkler in- 
spectors and, if possible, by securing the co-operation of the 
State and National Associations of Local Fire Insurance Agents. 
To the members of this Association must fall a large share in the 
work and in the responsibiUty for its success. It matters not 
whether you are connected with a non-affiliated or with a union 
company or whether your sympathies and your predilections are 
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arrayed with or against The Union, you and your company are 
equally concerned in the results to be secured by our united and 
harmonious efforts through the medium of this ^* Bureau of Pub- 
licity and Education." We must all engage in the common 
cause to the end that we may accomplish the most for the com- 
mon good. 

This Association, as such, has not performed and does not 
perform any function outside of and beyond that which transpires 
at its annual meetings, but the influence of its more than seven 
hundred members, traveling over more than a score of states and 
coming daily into contact with fully twenty-five thousand local 
agents, is so great and so far-reaching, that you cannot — you 
must not — omit a single opportunity to advance the cause which 
means so much to the companies we represent and to the public 
whom we serve. 

First and foremost we must come to a realizing sense of the 
fact that in the course of its evolution the business of fire insur- 
ance has developed from an occupation to a noble profession, of 
which we are part and parcel, of which we should be justly proud 
and which demands and deserves our best efforts and every talent 
we posses in the promotion of its interests. How few among us 
pause to consider that there is no factor among modern business 
activities which has so far-reaching and so beneficent an effect 
upon the material and moral welfare of the people as ouy present 
methods of conducting the fire insurance business. I do not wish 
to be understood as intimating that we are conducting the insur- 
ance business as a philanthropic enterprise, but that the very 
processes by which we seek to make the business profitable, 
serve to produce the most beneficial results to the communities 
in which we operate. When we enter some town without fire 
protection, with unpaved streets, with dried-up lawns, unpainted 
houses and a general air of dilapidation, and by the only means 
we possess, secure the installation of fire department, water works 
and paved streets, we look to the material improvement of the town 
as afire risk, overlooking the improvement of the moral atmosphere 
which surely follows. Green and well-kept lawns, freshly-painted 
houses amid their screens of shrubs and flowers soon transform 
the old and shabby town into a community where every house- 
holder has a pardonable pride in his own home and where eveiy 
citizen has become imbued with that civic pride which makes 
for better police regulations, better laws and better morals. 
This work is constant and somewhere, day by day, we are aiding 
in making this country better although our direct purpose is to 
reduce its fire waste. We have usurped the duties of negligent 
and unwilling municipal bodies and are today compelling better 
construction, more efficient building laws, better streets, modern 
sanitation, improved fire departments and increased water supply, 
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safer electrical equipment, the elimination of fire-breeding areas, 
more thorough police protection and in hundreds of ways we are 
doing everything possible to give added security to health, to life 
and to property. The very nature of our business has forced 
these duties upon us, and in no other manner could they or would 
they be so effectively performed. When we realize that we, as 
underwriters, are doing our share in this great work — realize also 
how important and beneficial are our relations to the public, we 
cannot escape the conviction that our work is but half done, so 
long as the public fails to recognize the fact that our interests are 
identical with its own and that instead of being its enemies we 
are working for our mutual interests and for the common good. 
We are so impressed with the magnitude and the importance 
of the undertaking we are engaging in, and feel so certain that 
success awaits a persistent, intelligent and united effort, that we 
unhesitatingly ask your cheerful and enthusiastic assistance and 
support of the new Bureau of Publicity and Education. We ask 
you to become evangelists of the new Gospel of Publicity, be- 
lieving that with the wisdom, the courage and the enthusiasm we 
possess in our own ranks, we have the best of reasons for hoping — 
not ioT the millenium — but for the coming of the time when 
the public and the representatives of fire insurance companies 
may be found standing shoulder to shoulder in our efforts to 
reduce the enormous fire waste of this country and when the 
beneficient purpose of fire underwriting will be understood and 
respected as it should be. 

The President — 

We have just listened to a most excellent paper and one upon 
a very important topic, as we all know. I certainly think that 
some of our members should make some comments on this subject, 
either in line with Mr. Johnson, or if they desire some new thoughts. 
It is a very important subject and one that should not be passed 
by with simply the reading of this splendid paper. Will not some 
of our members favor the Association with a few remarks? 

Mr. McGregor — 

Mr. President: I think it would be difficult for anybody to 
say much after Mr. Johnson because he seems to have so thor- 
oughly and so well covered the subject that there is very little 
left. I believe firmly in publicity. My recent experiences seem 
to show that we should not have so much secrecy about our 
business. We ought to take the public, and particularly that 
part of the public which regulates us from the office of the insur- 
ance commissioners into our confidence. They seem to have 
some vague ideas about what we are doing and why we are doing 
it, and the way we are doing it, particularly on this matter of rate 
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making. I cannot blame them, for if they guess sometimes we 
are doing so ourselves, but they are much worse than we are. 
Some of them think we go to sleep and dream what the rate ought 
to be, and that we pubhsh it in a dream book and say that that 
is the rate. We should take them into our confidence and show 
them that that is not so, but that the thing is scientifically figured 
out. If we do this we will get their co-operation. As soon as 
we showed Mr. Hadley, the excellent Attorney General of Mis- 
souri, that we are endeavoring to treat the public fairly and that 
our short-comings was not because of a lack of inclination, he 
immediately saw things differently. He thought we were op- 
pressing the poor, but we showed him that instead of that the 
poor were oppressing themselves. I have thought always and I 
think more now than ever that there is a great deal of truth in that 
old saying that there are a great many people we do not like 
because we do not know them, and we never will know them 
because we do not like them. If we can get into the right attitude 
with the Insurance Commissioner and the Attorney General, and 
the general pubhc we will be doing ourselves and them a great 
service. We can show them that the average profits from fire 
underwriting are very small. We can show them that we are 
endeavoring to distribute this tax, if you call it by that name, as 
equitably as we can, and as Mr. Johnson says, whatever inter- 
feres with our functions in that direction works a hardship on the 
public. We can show that the large manufacturer and the large 
property owner get a lower rate because he is honest and that 
the smaller man pays a higher rate because he is not. The 
insurance officials are considering whether they should have 
legitimate rate bureaus in some places, and instead of it being 
a crime to collect ^air rates they will make it a crime not to get 
those rates. The signs are revolutionary, and those who oppress 
us most will become our staunchest friends when they think we 
are right. I never forget the most celebrated case in history 
and the one that has been the oftenest repeated, that of Saul of 
Tarsus, who persecuted the saints, but when he was converted 
he became St. Paul the great evangelist of the church. [Applause]. 

The President — 

That is splendid. Can we not hear from someone else? 

Mr. Eddy- 
Mr. President and gentlemen, I have not prepared remarks 
upon the subject, but it is dear to my heart I can assure you, 
and in the appointment of the committee to handle such an im- 
portant subject as this I have given it some attention, and I am 
very glad to know that an opportunity was offered Mr. Johnson 
to express as he has, in his graceful manner, the objects of this 
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movement. You gentlemen who travel in the country may do 
what you can and will, I am sure when you understand what 
the object is, you will do what you can to promote it. I know 
that Mr. Johnson and Mr. McGregor will give you strong encour- 
agement to take up this work, as w^ell as those who are behind 
the committee, the companies themselves, in the interest of 
property owners all over the land. I know that when the author- 
ities are approached, as they have been in the past few years, by 
small and intelligent committees, able to explain things, that 
they have been desirous of finding out just how matters stand. 
We have found conditions entirely changed, as Mr. McGregor 
said, in some of the states mentioned, and here is another state 
that has recently come to my knowledge where the condition 
of thought is already changed because of the efforts of such com- 
mittees as are able to express the objects of our business. The 
intention of these committees is to cultivate pleasant relations. 
Gentlemen, I am sorry that I cannot say more on the subject at 
this moment, but I hope the few words I have said may be of 
some benefit. 

The President — 

A member of the Association, Mr. George K. March, presents 
a note that I think is quite pertinent. Mr. Johnson's paper 
treats very exhaustively with the fire waste, and Mr. Tawney's 
address on the cost of the Panama Canal and other things rela- 
tive to the canal, have prompted Mr. Marsh to bring to my at- 
tention the fact that the annual fire waste in the United States 
for one year, of $250,000,000, would of itself build the Panama 
Canal. 

Mr. Eddy- 
Mr. President, will you allow me to make a suggestion that 
we have with us Mr. Furber, who is the attorney for the local 
board of Chicago, and who is very famiUar with our business 
and the insurance laws, having made a study of that branch of 
the law. I think if he were invited he would be wilUng to make 
a few remarks regarding Mr. Johnson's efforts in the direction 
of publicity and education. 

The President — 

We would be very glad to hear from Mr. Furber. 

Mr. Furber — 

Mr. President, I am sensible of unusual embarrassment in 
having this very great honor thrust upon me and am entirely 
unprepared for an impromptu speech. Anything worth saying 
is worthy of deliberation, and, therefore, Mr. President, I must 
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be most brief both in consideration of the embarrassment under 
which I labor, and in consideration of your own kindness, and I 
shall not venture very far in this subject. 

There is one aspect of this most interesting subject which we 
heard about last from Mr. Johnson that I think, however, merits 
your consideration. It is this, that apart from the enormous 
waste of property to which we are subject, which is estimated to 
be from two hundred to two hundred and fifty miUion dollars 
yearly; apart from the diminution of our reserve; apart from the 
forests that are required to restore that waste, and apart from 
the results of the destruction of our forests, results which have 
been carefully enumerated and eloquently set forth by the Presi- 
dent of the tlnited States in his message to the Commission on 
the matter of waste, and apart from the fact that that destroys 
our fisheries and that the erosion impairs our farms by reason 
of the obstruction washed from the banks of our rivers — apart 
from all this, there is the question of credit which is affected. 
The companies doing business here in the United States have 
met their obligations. Like heroes they have met the losses 
at Baltimore and San Francisco. Could they meet an- 
other such disaster, and if they couldn't do so, w^hat 
would be the consequences? What would be the consequence in 
regard to every bit of improved property? It would impair or 
ruin its value as the basis of the mortgage. Loans at once would 
be called in. There would be a contraction of commercial paper, 
and we would be plunged into financial chaos for many years to 
come. The stability of the credit of our insurance companies is 
as important as the stabiUty of our banks. While the present 
condition of our insurance companies enables them to meet 
their obligations, as measured by the amount of current losses, 
I do not believe our companies could today meet their obligations 
were they confronted with another great conflagration. Another 
great conflagration would mean, as I say, the destruction of our 
credit and the greatest panic which this country and the world 
have ever seen. 

Gentlemen, I am grateful to you. [Applause]. 

The Association then adjourned until 2:30 P. M. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 



The Association was called to order by the President shortly 
after 2:30 P. M. 

The President — 

I think it is quite proper in calling to order this last session 
of our Association, to thank you all for your uniform attention 
to the papers and addresses, and also for your promptness in 
attending our sessions. I thank you personally. 

I have an announcement to make that I know you will all 
be pleased to hear. It is only three lines, but it means a great 
deal to the friends of one of our loyal members. It is as follows : 

**My dear Mr. President: Mr. Webster is very much improved 
and was very much pleased with our message. W. R. Townley." 
[Applause]. 

This Association is fortunate this year in being able to interest 
to the extent of delivering an address a gentleman who has been 
very prominent for some years as designer and superintendent of 
many important buildings, both in the City of Chicago and else- 
where. This gentleman is the architect for the Board of Educa- 
tion, I believe it is termed, of the City of Chicago, also one of the 
Park Commissioners and is president of the IlUnois Chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects, a gentleman who has 
appeared before other organizations, and one who I know will 
please us greatly with his paper. I take very great pleasure, 
gentlemen, in presenting to you this afternoon Mr. D wight H. 
Perkins of Chicago, who will address you upon the subject of 
"The Relation of Insurance Companies to Architects." [Ap- 
plause]. 

Dwight H. Perkins — 

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen: 

When your President called me on the telephone and asked 
me about the subject on which I would address you I had to 
think very quickly. He gave me time, but still I did not care 
to postpone it, and I said to him that I would speak upon the 
relation of insurance companies to architects. Later on when 
I came to think of what I should say, it occurred to me that I had 
used terms which were not quite similar in speaking of insurance 
companies and architects. Insurance companies are organiza- 
tions, to an extent machinery. Architects are individuals. I 
did not say "relations to institutes," or "chapters," but to archi- 
tects, and to make my terms more proper I have changed the 
title so as to read "Suggested Relations between Underwriters 
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and Architects.'' I have felt that the term "underwriter" is a 
Uttle more personal, and for that reason a little more parallel 
to the word "architect." Again, as for the title, I really wrote 
that after I wrote these few remarks. My title is about relations, 
and it has occurred to me that I have spoken of many relations 
here which may not exist today, and I, therefore, have thought 
it wise to add the word "suggested" for the value of whatever 
suggestions I may make will, of course, depend upon your esti- 
mate of them. 

I am very glad indeed to be here, and I appreciate the honor. 
Of course I wanted to come, but whether I did or not, I did not 
feel at liberty to decUne. We have on various occasions, and 
one in particular had the benefit of an underwriter's counsel at 
a meeting of architects. Your Mr. McGregor, whom I understand 
you have honored, or are about to honor, at a recent meeting of 
the Illinois Chapter spoke to us in answer to the question as to 
what the underwriters thought of architects, and while he did 
not use us quite as severely as the opportunity would have prompted 
me to do, still he gave us very great assistance. If it had not 
been for personal matters which prevented his appearance, Mr. 
Matthews, also of your fraternity, would have been there. He 
was represented by a paper on Reciprocity. So that we architects 
are under obligations which I did not feel at liberty to ignore 
when I received your pleasant invitation to address you at this 
time. 

SUGGESTED RELATIONS BETWEEN UNDER- 
WRITERS AND ARCHITECTS 

In speaking of the relations of underwriters and architects, 
merely for the purpose of general suggestion, it is assumed with- 
out argument that they may have relations to consider and that 
there may be conditions or opportunities in which they should 
be mutually concerned and influential, and in which their influ- 
ence may become beneficial as those conditions or opportunities 
are studied, defined and improved. 

Let us first inquire what we are here for and define our work. 
Life and liberty have been bequeathed us; the pursuit of happi- 
ness for ourselves and others is left for us to attend to. To acquire 
happiness for ourselves we all strive to obtain the greatest com- 
pensation for the least amount of effort that we can. To secure 
happiness for others we endeavor by study to arrange our work 
so that without too much extra effort for ourselves it may best ben- 
efit society. As you underwriters and we architects endeavor to 
benefit the communities in which we live — as we touch "society" 
— we are thrown into mutual relations and opportunities to 
strengthen and help each other. 
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To be more definite — we architects aspire to so influence the 
science of building that it shall become an art; that it shall be 
understood and desired, and that it shall be applied in the broadest 
sense not only to dwellings and monumental buildings but to 
all kinds of commercial and manufacturing buildings and to 
cities, streets, lines of communication, open areas and, in short, 
our entire physical surroundings; and we wish to be paid for doing 
that which it is our greatest pleasure to do because it is creative. 

You underwriters, realizing the danger of loss from fire which 
menaces our productions, plan to lessen its burden on the indi- 
vidual by spreading its weight upon society — or as large a portion 
of society as you can induce to repose confidence in your methods, 
and you wish to be paid for doing that which is also a matter of 
genuine satisfaction to do. 

You, the underwriters of the west, in order to popularize your 
protection, wish to lower rates without depreciation of service. 
In order to lower rates you must influence construction to lessen 
fire risk in single buildings. Underwriters and architects are not 
ready yet to say that all fires should be prevented. That human 
life should be saved from jeopardy, we are, of course, agreed 
upon, but insurance men depend upon such advertising as an 
occasional fire limited to one building gives, and our friends, 
when more candid than considerate, intimate that a consuming 
fire is what our buildings need most. 

We shall later consider some method of construction which 
shall render buildings safe — but not too safe. 

What is it then that patriotism and the instinct for self-preser- 
vation cause us both to insist should be done? Surely, that is 
the prevention of conflagrations ; upon that there can be no argu- 
ment. What must be done and what can we do toward that 
end better together than apart? What should be done and how 
shall we get about it? 

LEGAL improvements 

It is our duty to influence and cause the enactment of better 
laws concerning the construction of buildings. Your society and 
various other bodies have considered this matter on several 
occasions. Much progress has already been made. The Chicago 
building ordinance is in many respects admirable. The Cleveland 
building ordinance, passed subsequent to the enactment of the 
Chicago law, is better and, so far as I know, is as good a model 
to follow as any in existence at the present time. 

It is natural that city ordinances should deal with specific 
methods, but there are certain general matters which it is more 
fitting should be acted upon by legislatures and become statutes. 

I think you will admit that a theatre or school-house fire is 
just as dangerous in the country as in the city. It requires. 
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speaking practically, state law to touch buildings outside of the 
great cities. Therefore, any law governing the construction of 
buildings where large numbers of people are assembled should be 
a state law in first or general conditions and should be elaborated 
later in detail by city ordinances. 

How should underwriters and architects proceed to influence 
legislation? By the creation of pubUc sentiment; by education 
of the people; by popularizing the technical subjects through 
and with the aid of the daily newspapers. They are much more 
valuable in this connection than the scientific journals and it 
would be well for committees composed of members of our pro- 
fessions to re-write in proper manner many articles which appear 
in technical periodicals, and secure their publication in the news- 
papers. 

In addition to education, I strongly urge use of the political 
machine. I have on other occasions emphasized the great power 
both of the actual and potential political machine. It is of the peo- 
ple. It derives its revenue and its power from the people, and its 
operations directly concern the people. Some people object 
because the poUtical machinery has been misused and not all 
politicians are as perfect as underwriters and architects. The 
remedy and the only remedy for too much politics is more poUtics. 
Our governmental machinery and our constitution are here to 
stay. We will never get improvements of any kind unless we 
become a part of the poUtical machinery. I do not say co-operate 
with it, I say become a part of it. In other words, be it ourselves. 

It may at first strike some people as being out of order for the 
political machinery to be used in connection with insurance or 
architectural matters. The answer is that because they are our 
business they concern the entire pubUc. Ninety-nine per cent, of 
all our government activities, especially in times of peace, are 
nothing more or less than our community business. There is 
nothing, from the tariff act enacted by the Federal Government, 
down to a city pedler's license that does not directly concern our 
daily business and the conditions under which we earn our daily 
bread. 

Our next suggestion is to cause the enforcement of laws. No 
matter how bad a law may be it should be enforced. It is the 
easiest and quickest way to cause its repeal. No association or 
body of citizens should assume the right to ignore an existing 
law. In addition, all good laws should be enforced and great 
strength can be given to our public officials charged with their 
enforcement by constant observation of their work and suggestions 
from persons able to give technical advice. Individuals do not 
like to act as informers but associations can do such work in an 
impersonal and patriotic way. 
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There are commissions appointed from time to time to revise 
building laws. Our profession has been honored by invitation 
to representation in such bodies on numerous occasions. I trust 
the same is true of the underwriters, but if it is not the officers 
of your society should write to mayors, city councils and other 
public officials, suggesting the advisabiUty of membership by 
insurance experts on such commissions. 

Many departments of the city government find themselves 
unable to enforce conformity with the law because they are not 
provided with sufficient revenue for thorough inspection. These 
departments could be helped out by voluntary inspection until 
such a time as our influence could be felt in the finance committee 
room, with the result of obtaining more funds. 

I am informed of your movement to establish state associa- 
tions for inspection of districts or groups of risks, and of the Ohio 
association already organized. In these, while serving your own 
interests, your are at the same time doing a great service to society. 
It might be desirable to have an architect, a builder and a com- 
missioner of public works from each city join your investigating 
committees as each town is reached. Their co-operation and 
endorsement of your reports, I beUeve, would be beneficial. 
These latter may not have the direct financial incentive that you 
have, but their indirect benefits ought to point a way for their 
compensation from some source. 

CHANGES in METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION WITH 
REFERENCE TO CONFLAGRATIONS 

Underwriters and architects are aware of the difference be- 
tween non-combustible and fire-resisting material. A building 
may be constructed entirely of non-combustible material and still 
not be fireproof unless that material is also fire-resisting, and by 
that phrase we mean fire and water resisting. Our building 
ordinances should take greater recognition of this distinction than 
they do and particularly the general public should learn to make 
the distinction and pay for fire-resisting material. 

fireproof buidhngs should also include quite another element 
than the mere selection of material. Two buildings of equal 
size may be designed for storage purposes and be built of the same 
material. One might be practically fireproof and the other far 
from it, depending entirely upon the disposition of the material 
and the construction of sub-dividing walls, the isolation of stair 
and elevator walls, the placing and size of light courts, etc. 
Our organizations would do well to direct public attention along 
this line for stopping conflagrations as well as isolated fires. 

As for the question of material, experimental laboratories 
much greater in extent than any as yet built, should be conducted 
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by xinderwriters, architects and the various kinds of builders 
and more — our friends, the real estate men should co-operate. 
Underwriters have done much more than any other organization 
in this work and many contributions to building science have 
been made. It is my opinion, however, that the results of your 
experiments have not been widely published. I beUeve that it 
is the experience of many architects that they do not learn of 
your experiments until in company with their clients they present 
themselves in your office asking for insurance at low rates. Your 
inspectors and supervisors then tell them of things which are 
commonplace to you, of which they are either ignorant or for- 
getful. 

It is the desire of architects to discourage the erection of mill 
constructed buildings in the business district or in any crowded 
district. 

The building ordinances now permit their construction to a 
height of 100 feet. I have conferred with various insurance men 
on this point and asked why they do not raise their rates so that 
there would be no object in erecting such buildings, and the 
answer has been that the automatic sprinkler device was so per- 
fect that it eliminated the risk; at least to such an extent that 
you could insure at low rates. I have been speaking almost 
wholly with reference to stopping conflagrations. I think the 
sprinkler device is a good one to extinguish a fire which is confined 
to one building and I, of course, admit that it is a good thing 
for contents which are not ruined by water but many kinds of 
goods are ruined or at least injured by water. In the case of a 
conflagration, however, I am sure that the sprinkler device 
would be of little value. I believe that the sprinkler device 
should be installed in fireproof buildings for the protection of 
the contents, but I think it is unfortunate that it should be taken 
as an excuse for the erection of a combustible building anywhere. 
I wish that it might be possible for us to co-operate to prevent 
their future extension, first, you by raising the rate of insurance, 
and, second, by both of us causing a revision of the building 
ordinances which would lower their permitted height from 100 
feet to at the most 60 feet, and I should like to say not at all in 
crowded districts. One thing is helping us in this matter and 
that is the increasing price of lumber. With the two other influ- 
ences in operation we might be able to accomplish the desired 
result. 

Speaking again with reference to conflagrations, there are 
buildings which should not be insured at all. Those housing 
highly inflammable or explosive material I believe you do rule 
out, but it is not to those that I refer. It is to the old crowded 
ffimsy-constructed tenements — such buildings as are not per- 
mitted at the present time but having been erected must be 
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allowed to remain until they become an absolute menace to public 
health and safety before the public authorities can cause their 
demoUtion, but years before they reach that point they are a 
menace to public safety on account of the possibility of fire. 
Under the present laws, however, they must be permitted to 
remain. If the underwriters would refuse to insure them, they 
would not only do a vast public service but where land is valuable 
— and it is valuable in the tenement districts — it would cause 
the construction of proper buildings which, in turn, would cause 
their owners to take out insurance of a more profitable character 
to you. 

In this paper I am talking about co-operation between insur- 
ance people and architects and I am putting emphasis upon the 
matter of conflagrations. If the insurance companies desire en- 
dorsement of their refusal to insure such tenement buildings as I 
have described, or any other buildings which are a menace, I am 
confident that the architects, acting as a body, would be willing 
to pass resolutions stating that such and such kinds of buildings 
are, or some specific building is, in their opinion, a menace to 
public safety. There might be occasion for the co-operation of 
still another profession and that would be our friends, the law- 
yers. I am aware that such action would have to be taken care- 
fully under good legal advice. I am sure that neither the govern- 
ment nor the lawyers can be expected to take the initiative in 
this matter. It must come from ourselves — because we are the 
people who are supposed to know, and our silence is tantamount 
to an endorsement of the preservation of unsafe buildings with 
reference to general fires. 

Of extreme importance in the matter of conflagrations is the 
city plan. It is only within the last two decades that we, the 
people of the United States, have begun to seriously plan our 
cities. With the single exception of Washington, no American 
city of importance was planned before construction commenced. 
They have all developed in a hap-hazard way and now at the 
expense of millions of dollars we are trying to make up for the 
neglect of the past. 

New plans have been made carrying out the original arrange- 
ment for Washington and special schemes have been studied for 
San Francisco, parts of New York, Cleveland, St. Louis and 
other smaller cities. 

The commercial Association of Chicago is having prepared a 
most comprehensive plan for a possible Chicago. Such a plan 
should be made for every city represented here unless it has 
already been done. This plan is not limited to the business 
district but spreads over an area of a radius of over 50 miles. 
Its value to us in this connection is in the wide open areas which 
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it provides and the straight unimpeded thoroughfares and means 
of communication in the central district. 

The proposed central boulevard extending from the lake front 
at Congress Street, to Halsted Street or Center Avenue, and 
widened to two or three times its present width and lined with 
fireproof monumental buildings would be an effective barrier for 
fire. It would be next to impossible for a fire to cross such a 
space and it would be free and easy for the fire department to 
operate in it if the necessity existed. 

A separate high-pressure water system commends itself, I 
believe, to all persons. It has not as yet been established in 
Chicago where there is great opportunity for co-operation toward 
that end. Subways for intermural transportation are bound to 
come in all large cities. At the time they are being built the high- 
pressure water system should be installed so that it would be 
unnecessary to tear up streets for its future installation. These 
and the installation of all known devices within buildings them- 
selves appeal to us as self-evident, but it is also evident that the 
public has not adopted our conclusions, at least to the extent of 
insisting upon their adoption and being willing to be taxed for 
their payment. While we are endeavoring to accomplish these 
improvements we should do our work with reference to the ulti- 
mate city plan. It is, I believe, your duty and opportunity 
quite as well as ours to study the possible future physical devel- 
opment of your home city. Such study would aid citizens who 
are making city plans, and would bring to bear upon the public 
the insurance argument in favor of their adoption. 

I thank you for the opportunity and I take pleasure, gentle- 
men, in making these suggestions, all of which are general and 
most of which you have considered in detail before. All that I 
can do is to say that the same things interest us and that I be- 
lieve we can work together for their accomplishment. I extend 
to you the hearty greetings of the architects of Illinois and I 
believe I may include those of other states and offer you their 
co-operation, should you desire it. 

I go further, and, in the name of the Illinois Chapter, American 
Institute of Architects, I invite you to co-operate with us in these 
matters and for that purpose I would state that we are willing to 
appoint committees on co-operation to act jointly with similar com- 
mittees from your organization, should you concur in any of these 
views or should you have other objects which I have not suggested 
and for which you might value our co-operation. 

Mr. Gallagher — 

The gentleman who has just favored us is one of the very 
busy men of his profession, and I. am sure you will all agree 
with me when I say we are under deep obligations for the very 
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instructive paper he has just favored us with. I, therefore, move 
a rising vote of thanks to Mr. Perkins in appreciation of the 
paper he has read today. 

The President — 

I am sure I can take that by consent, and I will not put the 
motion. Will the members please rise in honor of Mr. Perkins. 

(A rising vote of thanks was then unanimously tendered Mr. 
Perkins). 

The President — 

Mr. Perkins, we are very glad indeed to give you this slight 
recognition of your very valuable paper. [Applause]. 

Is the Committee on the "President's Address'' ready to report? 

The report of the Committee was then submitted 



Chicago, October 8, 1908. 
To the Fire Underwriters' Association of the Northwest: 

Your Committee, to which was referred the President's ad- 
dress, beg leave to report as follows: 

After a careful reading of this most excellent address, we take 
pleasure in saying that the general tenor and import is highly 
commended, especially that part of it that commends the general 
purpose of this Association. 

The future of the field man is touched upon in a manner that 
appeals to us, as it should to every field man a member of the 
Association. We are convinced that much good can be accom- 
plished by the field men adopting the high plane of action recom- 
mended. 

Library — We rejoice with every member of this Association 
that a permanent home for the library has been provided, and is 
now in position where it can be of valuable service to every 
underwriter. 

Life Membership List — We heartily approve the suggestion 
made regarding a Ufe membership list, and hope that this Asso- 
ciation in its wisdom will see fit to adopt this most praiseworthy 
recommendation. We earnestly feel that this recognition of our 
old and faithful members is most proper and appropriate 

The Committee also feels that it would be overlooking a duty 
if it failed to compliment the President upon the most excellent 
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program provided for our entertainment and instruction, and the 
able and dignified manner with which he has presided over our 
deliberations. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THOS. E. GALLAGHER, Chairman. 

R. S. ODELL, 

H. H. FRIEDLEY, 

C. T. DEATRICK, 

P. D. McGregor, 

Committee, 

Mr. Wood — 

Realizing as I do from having been favored by this august 
assembly with the opportunity of once filling the same position, 
and knowing the difficulties of the position, as well as the difficulty 
that comes to the chairman in the recognition of such a sugges- 
tion as the Report on the "President's Address*' proposes, I rise, 
Mr. President, to join the Committee and to move that we now 
adopt the motion as proposed, thanking the Chairman especially 
for the excellent program, and for the efficient manner in which 
he has conducted the meetings. [Applause]. 

-The motion was seconded. 

Mr. Wagner — 

I was not able to be present at the meeting when your paper 
was read. I had prepared a resolution on the subject of life 
membership, but I understand this matter has been dealt with 
by yourself and the Committee. I would like to read the resolu- 
tion that I have prepared, and ask that it be adopted instead of 
the one you have proposed, in view of the fact that it is of a dif- 
ferent date. 

The President — 

Will you not wait until this motion is put on the adoption? 

Mr. Wagner — 

If you adopt that it would kill this, I would like to read this, 
however, just as a suggestion. 

The President — 

Unless you wish to question the Report of the Committee, I 
doubt if it would be well to read your resolution now. It has 
been moved and seconded that the Report of the Committee on 
the President's Address be approved. Those in favor of that 
motion say aye. 
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Motion was carried. 

The President — 

Now, Mr. Wagner, we will hear from you. 

Mr. Wagner — 

The resolution I wish to present is as follows: 

Resolution for Amendment to By-Laws: 

Resolved — That, when a member of this Association shall have 
been such in good standing for twenty (20) consecutive years, 
his name shall be placed upon the roll of Honorary Members. 

Further, That he shall be furnished with a certificate of such 
Honorary Membership, duly attested by the President and Secre- 
tary of the Association. 

By D. S. WAGNER. 

The President — 

Do you wish to introduce that as a resolution? 

Mr. Wagner — 

I would like to have that introduced. 

The President — 

As the last paper on the program we have one that I am sure 
will interest you greatly, touching as it does upon the many 
changes that have been brought about in the method of handling 
and operating the business of fire insurance in the last 15 or 20 
years. The gentleman that will deliver the paper is one that 
has given this matter and others connected with our business 
careful thought, and he is quite competent to present theories 
that are good ones. I am very glad to present to you Mr. George 
H. Batchelder, of Chicago, Assistant Manager Delaware, Reliance 
and Rochester German Insurance Companies, who will talk to 
you upon the subject of * 'Evolution.'' [Applause]. 

Mr. Batchelder then read the following paper: 

EVOLUTION 

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Fire Underwriters' 
Association of the Northwest: 

The subject of this paper naturally is suggestive of something 
deep and erudite, and in order to acquit myself of a charge of "false 
pretense," I wish to say at the outset that it is intended only as 
an informal talk, a sort of running commentary, containing noth- 
ing new, and exploiting no original or startUng ideas ; but in view 
of the general progress and development that have taken place 
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in science and manufacture, and in fact in every walk of life, the 
question as to whether the fire insurance business in all its ramifi- 
cations has kept in the vanguard is a most pertinent one, and 
the main thought followed in this paper. One's conclusions in 
this respect must necessarily be governed by the point of view. 

The word ^'Evolution*' in general means *Hhe passage from 
unorganized simplicity to organized complexity." If I under- 
stand existing conditions aright, the latter part of this definition 
is so entirely comprehensive of the fire insurance business today 
that no further argument on Evolution should be needed. 

But, in a broader sense, the word means rising to a higher 
grade of inteUigence, industry, thrift, honesty. 

I do not propose to touch upon the Darwinian theory, although 
sometimes I think our actions tend to confirm Darwin's theory, so 
far as the origin of the fire insurance genus is concerned, and to 
indicate that we have not ^'evoluted'' to any great extent. 

When we at first attempt to make comparisons in connection 
with the general evolution that has taken place in this country, 
and see so many weak spots in the fire insurance business, due 
chiefly to greed, lack of business sense and sane methods, we find 
ourselves at once inclined to be pessimistic; but, remembering 
that pessimism has no place in our business, that optimism must 
be our watchword, we realize that in the diagnosing of our case, 
that in pointing out our ills, it should be with the one object in 
view always, of trying to discover the remedy. Therein lies the 
difference between the optimist and the pessimist, the latter con- 
fining his efforts entirely to discovering the disease and deploring 
the existence of the ^^bacilli.'' As to the physical progress that 
has taken place in this country no argument is necessary. We 
all know what it embraces, so far as our interests are concerned ; 
the changes in methods of construction, the increase in fireproof 
areas in large cities, thereby reducing the conflagration hazard, 
the improvements in electrical installations and equipments, fire 
fighting devices, and so on. We know there can be found much 
cause for criticism as to workmanship and details, but we must 
admit that conditions are, just the same, constantly improving. 
Automatic sprinklers have been in tise long enough to prove their 
efficiency, new manufacturing plants are of better construction, 
and, as a rule, of smaller burning areas. In fact it is difficult to 
pick out any branch of industry or science in which development 
and progess have not been made. 

It is true that this very evolution in some instances has resulted, 
per se, in an increase of fire hazard, owing to the discovery of new 
processes, new chemicals and new explosives; but being distinctly 
in the line of general progress, it is up to us, so to speak, to meet 
and solve the question of the protection of such new hazards. 
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I think one of the distinctive features incident to the many- 
changes that have taken place in the world has been "specializa- 
tion.'' We find it in every branch of industry, science, in all pro- 
fessions, even including the clergy. 

In years gone by the handling of insurance interests was 
centralized, but today we have, among other special features, the 
pubHc adjuster for the company, the public adjuster for the as- 
sured, state insurance departments, inspection and rating bureaus, 
the insurance journal, the insurance lawyer, the fire marshal, and 
the National Association of Local Agents. 

The public adjuster for the company is an adjunct indicative 
of the growth and importance of the fire insurance business, re- 
sulting in the absolute necessity for specializing. As an institu- 
tion it is comparatively new. At first the public adjuster was 
regarded by the assured with suspicion, but his methods as a rule 
have been so impartial, and his experience and abiUty sufficiently 
great, as to entirely dispel any feeling of distrust. The public 
adjuster for the company is here to stay. His constant immersion 
(if I may use the word) in the adjustment of fire losses enables 
him to meet perplexing questions and situations for which the 
specialist is best equipped. 

The public adjuster for the assured, as an institution, so to 
speak, we must recognize as a logical sequence in large cities. 
The benefit, or otherwise, he may prove to the public depends 
entirely upon the character of the individual engaged in the 
business. Granted he is honest and capable, his mission can be 
fulfilled satisfactorily, both to the company and to his client. 
But if he is dishonest he is one of the worst parasites of the busi- 
ness, and one for whom no word of condemnation can be strong 
enough. 

THE STATE INSURANCE DEPARTMENT 

This is a subject on which alone a paper could be written, but 
must be mentioned here briefly as a specialization of state control, 
and is distinctly an innovation of modern times. I have made no 
attempt to look up dates or figures, desiring to eliminate them 
from this paper, but we know that state supervision is the 
outgrowth of the large consolidation of industrial capital, which 
with the tremendous growth of all branches of insurance, has 
resulted, in all states, in insurance supervision, and in most states 
in the creation of insurance departments. This supervision, 
properly exercised, is a most excellent thing, and is as much in 
the interest of legitimate insurance as of the people. I am re- 
minded here of Sam Weller's remarks in Pickwick Papers about 
veal pie, which you all doubtless recall. He said: "Weal pie is 
a werry good thing, when you know the woman wot makes it, 
and knows it ain't made of cats." 



Evolution 121 

Insurance departments are most excellent institutions when 
the executive heads are wisely chosen, and do not secure their 
positions solely as a result of political merit. New Mexico created 
an insurance department a few years ago, when there were 
twenty-two fire insurance companies and two underwriters doing 
business in the territory. The law, if I remember correctly, be- 
came effective April 1st. On February 1st preceding, the com- 
panies took out their agent's annual licenses, as usual, at $2 per 
license. Sixty days later the newly born insurance commissioner, 
needing money, and evidently thinking the figure "two" a lucky 
number, decided to play it for a repeater, so he compelled the 
companies to relicense their agents for that year, and they had 
accordingly to "double or quit.'' He is a good Indian now. He 
is dead. 

I think there is cause for congratulation upon the marked im- 
provement in the personnel of the executive heads of insurance 
departments at the present time, and upon the fact that able 
men are now being chosen more frequently to fill this most im- 
portant post. 

We all remember the time a few years ago when an insurance 
commissioner seemed, ex officio, to be antagonistic to the interests 
of the companies, when he seemed to think the people of his state 
demanded that he always have the "gloves on." One of the 
marked changes in the way of evolution in this special feature of 
insurance interests is the dissipation almost entirely of this preju- 
dice, and as marked a disposition to co-operate for the best 
interests of all. This sentiment, which is certainly reciprocated 
by the companies, must of necessity bear good fruit. 

The insurance commissioner should be a tower of strength, if 
he is conscientious and courageous, in matters of legislation. We 
are forced for the moment to become pessimistic when we con- 
sider this matter of legislation. There has certainly been more 
of a "devolution" than an evolution in lawmaking. When we 
are between the "devil" of the grafter and the dishonest legisla- 
tor, and the "deep sea" of the ignorant and prejudiced member, 
the prospect is certainly not encouraging. The one optimistic 
feature, however, is this very spirit of co-operation to which I 
have alluded, growing between the companies and the insurance 
departments, which may very often result through the medium 
of the commissioner in enlightening the ignorance and dissipating 
the prejudice of the honest legislator, and thereby overcoming 
the pernicious grafter. We have noted lately a desire on the part 
of one or two insurance commissioners to take up the question 
of state taxation for the purpose of its reduction. In this connec- 
tion my attention has been called to a recent editorial in one of 
the insurance journals. It says: "The chief argument that in- 
surance companies advance against taxation of premiums is that 
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it is a tax upon thrift, that in reality the policyholder has to pay 
it. This is true, but when the policyholder has to pay 
it anyway, whether the state collects the tax or not, it is difficult 
to convince lawmakers that their state should not gather in its 
share of easy money, as other states do." This statement is made 
in view of the claim made by some commissioners that the taxes 
of the various states have no bearing upon the rates ; that where 
taxes on gross premiums do not exist, the people pay just as much 
for their insurance. There is food for thought in this. I am 
afraid we are a trifle narrow at times in our point of view. If 
any favorable conditions arise in the way of legislation it would 
help our cause sometimes if we were to show the people an in- 
clination to be reciprocal. It is true, however, that we seldom 
have the opportunity. A subject which is apropos here is that 
of the present standard policy form, or I should say the present 
standard policy forms. When the guaranteeing of indemnity 
against loss by fire first became a business an extremely simple 
form of contract was used, and we must admit that it has taxed 
the ingenuity of our best minds to keep the policy contract in 
pace with the rapidly changing business and industrial condi- 
tions. It appears that we have reached a point now where it is 
not unlikely that w^ must seriously consider a more simple form 
of contract. So far as the public is concerned, the present form 
certainly appears to be a result of "organized complexity." 
Furthermore, many of its conditions a majority of courts refuse 
to enforce; and also of great importance, there are conditions 
existing today that have arisen since the New York standard 
form was adopted that are clearly not covered therein. We 
must come to a more simplified, and in some respects a more 
expHcit form, and it is to be hoped one which may be adopted by 
all states. I do not beUeve this subject has had serious enough 
consideration by company executives. It is sure to be continu- 
ally agitated by insurance commissioners, and it would be far 
better for the companies themselves to take the initiative. 

If we have many more differing forms of standard policies 
adopted by the various states, we will all be subjects for a "com- 
mission de lunatico inquirendo." 

We trust the time may not be far distant when all insurance 
departments may agree upon a uniform blank for annual state- 
ments, a form of evolution that will be distinctly welcome. 

On the whole, the insurance department must be regarded as 
an important factor in our business, and if the office is properly 
administered by an efficient man with the sole object of perform- 
ing his duties conscientiously and intelligently to the people 
and the companies, he will find the companies ever ready to 
assist and co-operate with him. 
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Mr. Allison, in his splendid paper read here last year, said 
that the insurance business was in a * Vhirl" of evolution. Noth- 
ing could be more illustrative of that expression than the estab- 
lishment of the independent rating and inspection bureaus, the 
divorcing of rate making from business getting; surely a radical 
departure from former methods, when it seemed that the rate 
making power and the ^'business office," so to speak, must be 
inseparable. The life insurance companies have always kept 
their actuarial departments distinct and separate from the busi- 
ness departments, but of course we know that they have been 
able to reduce their business to a more exact science than we 
have or ever will, and furthermore, the pubUc has viewed the 
life insurance business from an entirely different standpoint. 
Every state has established by law a minimum rate, below which 
the companies are forbidden to go, but they can charge as much 
more as they can get. Whereas the fire companies are forbidden 
in many states to agree upon any rate of premium, but are al- 
allowed to charge as low a rate as they are willing to take, thereby 
deliberately encouraging the very discrimination about which 
complaint has recently been made in certain quarters. 

The success of the new rating and inspection bureaus must 
of necessity depend upon the eflSciency, tact, discretion and 
absolute impartiality of the rate makers, but we have every 
reason to beheve that this most important departure will result 
beneficially from every point of view, and it should have the 
hearty support of all companies. 

The insurance journal of today is a credit to the business. 
It is true that we sometimes think the market is a little over- 
stocked, but that is what the local agent in the small town says 
of the companies. 

The insurance journal, aside from its value as a purveyor of 
insurance news, is a medium for the exchange of ideas. It is 
just as necessary as the daily newspaper, and, considering the 
publications of today as a whole, they are far above the average 
in ability, integrity, and courage. They are the outgrowth of a 
progressive age. The insurance lawyer, another speciahzation, 
confined of course to the larger cities, is an absolute necessity. 
Like the telephone, we wonder how we ever got along without 
him. It is necessary in this day of "organized complexity'' that 
a man be available in case of need who has been able to post 
himself on the subject of fire insurance, and who is a specialist 
in all that the words "insurance law'' signify. 

Among the many weak spots today in our business are our 
lack of courage, in failing to stand by our guns in cases of ques- 
tionable losses and unjust claims, on account of possible injury 
to agency interests or to the local reputation of the company, 
and undue haste in settUng losses, for the desired purposes of 
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securing a little cheap local popularity. The latter is indisputably 
a short-sighted business policy, to say the least. 

These two weaknesses — lack of courage on the one hand, and 
undue haste on the other (and every company is more or less 
guilty) — are more serious than we will allow ourselves to believe. 
The effect on the pubUc mind should be considered, not merely 
the effect upon the individual. If we wish the pubUc to under- 
stand that we are charitable organizations this course in settle- 
ment of losses would possibly be consistent, but I do not beUeve 
that our stockholders look at it from that point of view. 

The fire marshal is an office that has been created in but 
comparatively few states, but is one that is needed in all states, 
one that can accompUsh great good, both in the apprehension 
and prosecution of criminals and in the enforcement of laws. 
The work that has been accomphshed by fire marshals in the few 
states where the office exists should certainly serve as a practical 
example of their usefulness. The National Association of Local 
Agents is an innovation of comparatively recent date, and can 
be a power for great good. One of the chief difficulties with 
which they have so far had to contend is in arousing sufficient 
interest among agents in the smaller cities and towns to make 
their state associations really representative. 

They should bend every effort towards securing the enlistment 
in their ranks of every reputable agent. Only by so doing can 
they accompUsh the objects for which they were organized, one 
of which is the "maintenance of correct practices," and we know 
what that would mean in several states where chaotic conditions 
reign at present. 

There is a new factor of some importance in our business — 
one not directly connected therewith — and that is the National 
Credit Men's Association, a speciaUzation, the result of evolution 
and progress in commercial Unes. This association is composed 
of the representatives of the very best commercial houses in 
this country. 

The organization never fails at its state and national meetings 
to introduce the subject of fire insurance. Of course, its members 
cannot be expected to enter into the more perplexing questions 
that puzzle the most experienced, and some of their suggestions 
may not at this time be practicable, but the very fact that the 
subject of fire insurance is given so much attention by them, 
shows what relation they consider it bears to the commercial 
pubUc. They are a factor of far reaching importance to us. 
There is no more direct medium through which insurance knowl- 
edge can be disseminated than through this association, and it 
would be well to keep in mind the fact that each in its own state 
is a body of considerable influence, whose endorsement in time 
of need would be very helpful. 
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While it cannot in any sense be termed an evolution, a very 
important factor which is driving the wedge deeper all the time 
is a certain class of foreign competition, to which our attention 
has very recently been called. This is a matter of serious import 
to both the company and local agent. This is not the time nor 
place to discuss the question, but I feel it should be mentioned 
as a menace to the agency business. A serious problem is stariug 
us in the face. If any sort of foreign competition not subject 
to state taxation or state laws of any kind can not only take 
our business away, but at the same time deprive the local agent 
of his livelihood, and the state of its revenue, surely some drastic 
measures should be considered. 

I am almost inclined to include among the specializations, 
\ incidental to the fire insurance business, the playing of golf. 
If the game continues to increase in popularity we may expect 
to see the golf bag and clubs a regular part of the special agent's 
supplies. I think the game is serving a good purpose, aside 
from the physical benefit derived from it. There is a disease 
common among men, and said to be quite prevalent in the fire 
insurance fraternity, which is known as ^^enlargement of the 
cranium." I would for all such cases prescribe close application 
to golf playing, for I know nothing so well calculated to take 
the conceit out of a man. This might not be a good cure for the 
disease if the majority succeeded in becoming experts, but from 
my own personal observation this is not the case, and I beUeve 
it is well calculated to reduce the ''swelling." I heard the other 
day of a little boy who said to a playmate that he was going out 
to hear his father play golf, which, to the uninitiated, might indi- 
cate that it was a noisy game. 

We have now considered some of the adjuncts of the fire 
insurance business showing the growth of specialization, all of 
them from what may be termed the physical side, having tended 
towards betterment and general improvement. We must come 
to the conclusion that, where we have failed, is in the judicious 
use of the gray matter with which all of us are more or less en- 
dowed. 

So far as the country in general is concerned, it seems strange 
that the American people, with all their wonderful ingenuity 
and industry, and with their resourceful, energetic and acquisi- 
tive natures, can yet be so indifferent to the fire waste that is 
going on all about them every day. They will work and scheme 
to make money, but will hazard the results of a lifetime of effort 
by carelessness in the guarding of their own properties. Is 
there any civihzed nation so careless of its property interests 
as we are? 

Consider for a moment the man with a large industrial plant. 
His whole present and future success may be bound up within its 
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four walls. Go into that building in the busy season and note its 
condition, or rather its lack of condition. Call his attention to it, 
and he will probably laugh good naturedly, and tell you he has 
been too busy to clean up or do anything but work. He will 
also probably tell you that he is not afraid of fire, and would not 
carry any insurance if his bank or the bondholders did not insist 
upon it. This is but one of many instances that inspectors are 
coming across every day. What is the cause? Is it due to the 
general "sloppiness" (I know of no other word so expressive) 
of our people? Or is it a spirit of gambling, the playing with 
chance? The newspapers of the country are constantly calling 
the attention of the public to the fire waste, but the reader who 
has not suffered regards the item with the same indifference 
with which he reads of an accident which he himself did not see 
and in which he is not interested ; and so we make little progress 
in instilling into the minds of the public the necessity of watch- 
fulness, care and cleanliness. 

There is another feature of our business today in which we 
cannot claim to have made much progress, and which, as with 
state legislation, we find ourselves inclined to view pessimistically. 
We all know what conditions exist in several western states, 
notably in Iowa and Kansas. And do we not all know that these 
conditions could be at least remedied, if we would? Do we not 
know where the power Ues? A merchant sells goods' at certain 
seasons at cost, or possibly less, but for the specific purpose of 
getting rid of goods that he does not wish to carry over, preferring 
the cash. When we sell our policies at a price less than cost, 
and incur a liability that may at any time mean a claim, what 
are we gaining? Nothing but the satisfaction (?) of meeting the 
price made by a competitor, for something that in our saner 
moments we know we do not want, and are better off without, 
or at least our stockholders are. 

Do we realize that so long as fire insurance is regarded as a 
tax, and therefore a discrimination which is made in rates where 
risks are comparatively identical, is regarded as unjust to the 
tax or premium payer, do we realize, I say, that this very dis- 
crimination may possibly be an entering wedge for state control 
of rating? 

This may seem rather paradoxical in view of the fact that at 
present public sentiment in a number of states seems thoroughly 
in favor of this discrimination, but the question of state rate- 
making has already been agitated, and local agents themselves 
are likely to take up the cause as a last resort. Individually, 
we all acknowledge these conditions, but collectively, we either 
negatively are making it no better, or positively are making 
it worse. 
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Gentlemen, if in the seclusion of our own closets (as the 
clergyman would say), we were to listen intently, would we not 
at least once in a while hear a still small voice appealing to us for 
a little more breadth of character, a little more unselfishness, a 
little more courage to voice our honest convictions, for the evi- 
dence of a little more business sense and saner methods? I am 
sure we would. Let us listen. 

May I, in conclusion, quote an old verse I came across recently? 

"Princes who would their people should do well 
Must at themselves beg^n as at the head — 
For men by their example pattern out 
Their imitations and regard of laws." 

The President — 

I am sure we have all appreciated Mr. Batchelder's most 
valuable paper and I thank him for it. 

We have a resolution that was introduced last year changing 
our By-laws. The Secretary will please read the resolution that 
you may act upon it, as our next order of business is unfinished 
business. 

The Secretary then read the resolution, as follows: 

At the last annual meeting W. R. Townley submitted in writ- 
ing the following: 

Your Board of Directors recommend that Article 3, Section 4 
of the By-laws of this Association be amended by eUminating 
the word *^the" in the second line and changing the word **year" 
to "years" — and in the 6th Une that the following words be 
added after the word "reinstated" : "By payment of all arrear- 
ages and" — the amended section will then read: 

Sec. 4. If at the time of any annual meeting any member, 
active or associate, shall be in arrears for dues for preceding 
years, such arrearages must be paid together with the assessment 
then due before he is entitled to admission, and any member, 
active or associate, who shall be in arrears 60 days for the two 
preceding years, shall be dropped from the roll of membership. 
Members so dropped can only be reinstated by the payment of 
lall arrearages and by new application as active members. 

On motion, duly seconded, the resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Gallagher — 

Under the heading of New Business I would like to offer the 
following resolution: 

The President — 

If you will just give it to the Secretary it will lie over until 
next year for final action. 
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Mr. Gallagher's resolution is as follows: 

Resolved, that the By-laws of this Association be so amended 
as to create a Life Membership List, to which will be transferred 
all members after they have paid dues for twenty-five years, 
either as active or associate members. Such life membership to 
carry with it all the rights and privileges of an active member, 
and with no dues to pay. 

The President — 

The next order of business is something that always interests 
the Association, — the election of officers for the ensuing year, 
and anticipating that I will appoint as tellers Mr. Atwater, Mr. 
Frank Jones, Mr. J. H. Macfarlane, Mr. J. O'Brien Kirby, Mr. S. 
D. Andrus. 

Mr. Marshall — 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: — I esteem it a pleasure to 
appear before you this afternoon for the purpose of placing in 
nomination one of our fellow members for the office of President 
of this Fire Underwriters' Association of the Northwest. Accord- 
ing to a custom that has prevailed in this Association for a great 
many years this has come to be known as managerial year ; that is, in 
all probability the nomination for the office of President will be con- 
fined to members occupying the managerial chair. The gentle- 
man whose name I would bring to your attention is now manager of 
the oldest and one of the most prominent Fire Insurance Company 
doing business in this country today. He comes from an old and 
prominent insurance family. His father was the honored represen- 
tative for a great many years of a great Hartford fire insurance 
company before his business retirement. He has two brothers who 
are now actively engaged in the business today, both of whom are 
now occupying prominent insurance positions in the insurance 
w^orld. He also enjoys the distinction of being born in the grand 
old state, Ohio, a state that has furnished many presidents. 
[Applause]. He was born at St. Marys, Ohio. He was educated 
at Butler University and after spending several years as a clerk 
and all the positions in a local and general insurance office, he 
was made special agent and traveled in the states of Iowa, Kansas, 
Nebraska and Missouri. He was afterwards advanced to the 
position of State Agent and as such traveled through the states 
of Illinois and Indiana. In 1902 he was advanced to the position 
of Assistant Manager, and in January, 1904, he was made manager 
of the Company that he now has the honor to represent. He 
also has served as President of the Illinois State Board, and in 
every position to which he has been called he has done his duty 
well and faithfully. He has won his spurs. He has won his 
shoulder-straps by good hard, faithful work. The position he 
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occupies today is one he made for himself. No favoritism was 
shown him, but by clear, hard, conscientious duty he now occu- 
pies that place. We all know him. We all love him, and esteem 
him as a friend and brother. He always has "'toted fair" and has 
always been found on the square. At all times he has been 
ready and willing to lend his aid and counsel for the advancing 
of good, sound underwriting principles. He has always been a 
square' competitor. He has never been known to take undue 
advantage of any one. He has also been a friend of young 
men. Many young men in this room will cheerfully bear testi- 
mony to the fact that never yet did they go to our friend and ask 
for advice and counsel that it was not given to them cheerfully 
and willingly. I do not need to detain you any further. I think 
I have said enough, and I feel sure that you know to whom I 
refer. I am satisfied that when the ballots are counted my con- 
fidence will have been rightly placed, and that your votes will 
be cast for the gentleman whose name I am about to propose. 
Mr. President and gentlemen, I take great pleasure in presenting 
for the office of President of this Association the name of Mr. 
H. N. Kelsey. [Applause.] 

Mr. McGregor — 

Mr. President, one year ago at this time it was my great 
pleasure to rise and second the nomination of your good self as 
President of this Association, and I think the Association by the 
large attendance today has testified that no mistake was made 
at that time. [Applause]. I had prepared a long and elaborate 
and beautiful speech, but after hearing Mr. Marshall I am going 
to get along with as few words as I can, not that I did not like 
his speech because we all do, but he said everything necessary 
and all things I was going to say and said them so much better 
that I will have to hang my head. I desire to most heartily 
second the nomination of Mr. Kelsey for President of this Asso- 
ciation. [Applause]. 

Mr. Whitlock— 

Mr. Marshall and Mr. McGregor have said so much and said 
it so well that there is little left to be said. I take great pleasure 
in rising to second the nomination of Mr. Kelsey. He needs no 
eulogy from any one on this floor. He is known by his works. 
Clean in character, honest and faithful and intelligent in his 
underwriting, there is but one thing that might be said tliat 
would reflect in the least on him, and that is this, that it is greatly 
to be regretted that we have not more men of his staunch, high 
character occupying official positions in connection with our fire 
insurance companies. In honoring Mr. Kelsey by electing him 
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to the Presidency of this Association, the Association will be 
conferring, sir, a great honor upon itself. [Applause]. 

Mr. Gallagher — 

Mr. President, I am before you for the purpose of sa3dng that 
Mr. H. N. Kelsey represents everything that is high, noble and 
clean in the insurance profession today, and I am honored in 
being permitted to second his nomination. 

Mr. Tallman — 

I move the nomination of Mr. Kelsey be made unanimous, 
and that the Secretary of the Association cast the ballot of the 
Association for his election as President. 

The President— 

Before that motion is put I think Mr. Wood should be given 
an opportunity to speak. He has tried three different times 
and has been a little Jate each time. 

Mr. Wood- 
Mr. President, Mr. Wood prefers to resign his speech in favor 
of the motion just made. 

The President — 

It is moved and seconded that the nominations for the office 
of President be closed, and that the Secretary cast the unanimous 
ballot of the Association for Mr. Horatio N. Kelsey, Manager, 
at Chicago, of the Sun Insurance Office. 

The motion was carried. 

In response to calls for a speech Mr. Kelsey was conducted 
into the room, took the platform and said : 

Gentlemen, members of the Fire Underwriters' Association 
of the Northwest, Ladies and Guests : With my intimate knowl- 
edge of what generally takes place by one's loyal friends on such 
an occasion I feel very much like the little girl who was relating 
her experience with a chameleon. She said: "I put the chame- 
leon on a blue color and it turned blue. I put it on red and it 
turned red, on green and it turned green. I put it on a piece 
of Scotch plaid and it just blew up and busted trying to make 
good." [Laughter]. 

I feel like apologizing to you rather than making any other 
remarks. I heard Mr. Bryan last night, and he started his re- 
marks by saying: "When I commenced in this Presidential 
business," and so forth. I feel that I ought to preface my remarks 
to you something like that, but if you will recall two years ago 
I was absent, and I want to take this occasion to express to this 
Association my great appreciation of the way they supported 
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me in friendly competition with a man whom we all loved so 
much, that noble man, William L. King. Those of you who play 
golf perhaps know it takes a pretty good player to get into the 
hole after he gets on the green in less than two; and it has almost 
become a custom in managerial years to require the two 
puts, and he who puts out is doing pretty well. [Laughter]. It 
is pretty strenuous, but I think it insures one feature in the 
future President, and that is a steady nerve. 

I want to thank you more than I can express for the evi- 
dence of good, loyal friendship on the part of members of this 
Association. It is a hatchery of pleasant associations, and I 
hope one and all will reap the great pleasure and instruction that 
this Association has afforded me. I appreciate the honor and 
will do everything within my feeble powers to make your fortieth 
anniversary in line with the high order which we have enjoyed 
heretofore. I know I shall have your assistance. Gentlemen, I 
thank you. 

The President — 

Gentlemen, nominations for Vice-President are now in order. 

Mr. Joseph — 

It is my pleasure and privilege, gentlemen, to ask your sup- 
port in favor of a gentleman who has been brought up in the 
business, and brought up in the business well. His first experi- 
ence was as Secretary of the Columbus Board of Fire Underwriters, 
one of the best organizations of its kind. From there he ad- 
vanced to field work under the very able guidance of Mr. Friedley. 
He has been occupied for nine years with one of the oldest com- 
panies in the world, one closely approaching its two hundredth 
year. He has been a very active worker in the Ohio Fire Pre- 
vention Bureau, and is a past loyal Gander in the Ancient and 
Honorable Order of the Blue Goose. He claims Irish ancestry. 
I do not think that should be taken seriously because we have 
it on very good authority that he hails from the land of the 
rare-bit fiend. [Laughter]. Gentlemen, I have pleasure in 
presentihg the name of Mr. Neal C. Rowland, of Columbus, Ohio. 

Mr. Speed — 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: The United States by all of 
us is considered the greatest nation on earth. Its emblem of 
red, white and blue is emblematic of love, purity and truth. In 
that beautiful field of blue stands one star that represents one of 
its proudest jewels, Ohio. It has produced, without doubt, more 
men of strong mind, great hearts, true faith and willing hands 
than perhaps any other state in the United States. When I say 
to you that we have produced Presidents from the President of 
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the United States to the President of this organization of Fire 
Underwriters of the Northwest, and this is the greatest Associa- 
tion in the world, I am only stating what every one knows, but 
I want to present another name from Ohio, and to say to you, 
that though he is not large in stature, he stands far enough above 
the petty jealousies and all such, as to recommend him to you as 
an officer. And I thank you for giving me the pleasure of second- 
ing the nomination of Mr. Neal C. Rowland as Vice-President of 
this Association. [Applause]. 

Mr. Hecox — 

I move you that the nominations be closed and that the 
Secretary be instructed to cast a ballot for Mr. Neal C. Rowland 
as Vice-President of this Association. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Rowland was escorted to the platform amidst applause 
and said: 

Mr. President and Members of the Underwriters' Association 
of the Northwest : I wish to thank each of you for your kindness 
and the honor you have conferred upon me this afternoon. [Ap- 
plause]. 

The President — 

Before proceeding with the election of the other officers there 
is the matter of memorial that I would like to have action taken 
on by the Association. 

Mr. Gallagher — 

I move you that while the names of the deceased members 
are being read, the Association stand with bowed heads in honor 
of our departed members. 

The President — 

I take that by consent. The members of the Association 
will please rise. 

The Secretary then called the roll of departed members. 

The President^ 

The nominations for Secretary are now in order. 

Mr. Hubble— 

I want to propose the name of a young and rising man. The 
glory of his raiment and the beauty of his person have been told 
in song and story from one end of this broad land to the other. 
It was my purpose this evening to tell you something of the beau- 
ties of his mind, his alertness and his ability to rise to the occa- 
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tion, but he spoiled my speech. He has made the most eloquent 
speech that has been made on that platform, and there have been 
many, when he announced that it was 4 to 2 in favor of the Cubs. 
There is no use saying anything more. Gentlemen, I take 
pleasure in presenting the name of our friend, Nelson E. Briggs 
as Secretary for the ensuing year. [Applause]. 

Mr. Wagner — 

As the gentleman referred to is beyond any question the 
greatest man who has ever filled the position, I second the nom- 
ination. 

Mr. Huff— 

I move that the nominations be closed and that the Secretary 
of this Association be instructed to cast the vote of the Asso- 
ciation as one man for Mr. Briggs. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

Mr. Briggs was called upon for a speech, and said: 
It will be my deal for a whole year to come. And if an occa- 
sional hand is dropped from the bottom you may call me then. 
Gentlemen, I have done the best that I knew how for the past 
four years. I have served you as well as I could. I thank you 
with all my heart for this honor. 

The President — 

We have one more position to fill, that of Treasurer. Nom- 
inations for the office of Treasurer are now in order. 

Mr. Gallagher — 

I hope no one will throw a brick at me and prevent me from 
once more appearing on my feet, but, Mr. President, at least 
once in every man's life there comes an opportunity for him to 
do a noble deed, or to say a word that will be for the benefit of 
his associates. Having that in mind I dressed myself carefully 
this morning in mf new green necktie, so as to be in harmony 
with the Green Goose that I see on the table before me [laughter], 
and here I am, and at this moment, Mr. President, I am reminded 
of two friends of mine who got into trouble and had to resort to 
court. The day before the trial Casey had been consulting an 
attorney and said to him, ^'I have some very fine geese down at 
the house ; why wouldn't it be a good plan to send a pair of them 
to the Judge?' ' The attorney looked at him in disgust and said, 
*'Why man, the Judge would decide the case against you in a 
minute if you did a thing of that kind." The subject was dropped. 
The next day the case was tried and the Judge immediately 
decided in Casey's favor. I forgot to tell you that the other man 
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was named Hogan. On their way back from the court house the 
lawyer and Casey were talking and Casey said: "I don't think 
it was very bad after all sending those geese to the Judge." 
"Why," said the attorney, "do you mean to tell me that you sent 
a pair of geese to the Judge after I told you not to?" "Yes," he 
said, "I did, but I wrote Hogan's name on the card when I sent 
them." [Laughter]. 

I am not here for the purpose of taking any unfair advantage 
of anybody by saying a word against any of the other good names 
presented for the office of Treasurer, but I do want to say a word 
in favor of the gentleman who has served this organization for 
a number of years in a most faithful, honorable and efficient 
manner, a man who has always made your duties part of his own, 
and filled the position I am sure to the satisfaction of everybody. 
I therefore am pleased to place before you the nomination of 
Mr. W. R. Townley for Treasurer. [Applause]. 

Fred. W. Ransom — 

I do not care to mention particularly the number "7" although 
that is supposed to be a magic number when written in the 
select circle, but I do wish to emphasize the fact that 7 is a per- 
fect number, and inasmuch as Mr. Townley is now closing his 
sixth year as Treasurer I think that we ought to enable him to 
round out his seventh year, and I therefore take pleasure in second- 
ing the nomination. 

Mr. Buck— 

At the solicitation of a number of members of this organiza- 
tion and on my own accord, it becomes my pleasure as well as 
my privilege to place before you for your consideration, the name 
of a gentleman who is as well known throughout the territory 
covered by this Association as is the name of the Association 
itself. Appreciating that the office of Treasurer of this Associa- 
tion is one of its brightest jewels I would hesitate to name a suc- 
cessor to our present incumbent who was not in every way fitted 
to fill the position with honor and credit. There is only one thing 
that might be against the candidate that I am going to offer and 
that is his youth, but I can assure you that he has reached the 
age of discretion. In this Association we have but few honors 
that it is our privilege to confer upon those whom we love and 
esteem. Life is fleeting, and during that short period it should 
be our pleasure to honor as many of our fellow members as it 
is possible for us to honor. It would be proper in presenting 
the name of my candidate to give his full name, but he has so 
many initials that I am going to state his name in the way that 
it is best known to all of us, and nominate Jim Best. 
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Mr. Huff- 
Some time in the past — ^it wasn't yesterday — when I con- 
cluded to enter into the insurance business it became my pleasure 
to become well acquainted with a young man in Chicago connected 
with a prominent company who wrote me my first commission 
as an agent. That wasn't exactly yesterday though the gentle- 
man is still a youth. From that date to this I have been inti- 
mately acquainted with this gentleman. I think that I can 
speak for every one who has ever known him in his long connec- 
tion with the insurance business, for all the people of the middle 
west who have known this man from that day to this, when I 
say that I am presenting to this Association the name of one of 
its honored members, the name of a gentleman who stands par 
excellence, the peer of any man in our business on the road, and 
in the name of the many boys that he has helped, aided and 
advised, in the name of us older members that he has honored 
with his friendship, in the name of the boys of the middle west 
I desire to second the nomination of James G. S. Best. [Applause]. 

Mr. Mannen — 

Unhappily the rules of this Association are not always enforced 
according to civil service, thereby enabling us annually to pass 
around among our members the high honors of the office of Presi- 
dent and Vice-President. At the same time the office of Secre- 
tary of this Association and the office of Treasurer of this Asso- 
ciation, for which latter office names are now being proposed, it 
would appear to me as one member of the Association, and yet 
I know my sentiments will be backed by many gentlemen present, 
that when we have among our members a gentleman who has 
served us well and faithfully in a position requiring a great deal 
of ability and at a very moderate recompense, it seems to me 
that this Association should, as far as possible extend civil service 
to that office. The position of Treasurer is one of considerable 
responsibility. There are large sums to be handled, and while 
I have no doubt the gentlemen named by some of the other 
speakers would be absolutely as competent as the gentleman 
whose nomination I am going to second, it does seem to me that 
when we have a good and faithful servant we should retain him 
for this reason, and I take great pleasure in seconding the nomina- 
tion of Mr. W. R. Townley. 

Mr. Gate— 

I do not believe that it is necessary for me to make any ex- 
tended remarks, Mr. President and Gentlemen. The things that 
have been said this afternoon about the gentlemen who have been 
placed in nomination have been sufficiently full that any remarks 
of mine would be almost fulsome flattery. Six years ago I had 
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the pleasure of seconding the nomination of a gentleman, and 
in those few remarks that I made at that time I said that you 
would find him a good and faithful servant. If a man who 
has served you for the past six years has not been a good and 
faithful servant then do not vote for him, but I want to say to 
you all that the man whose name I am about to mention has been 
a good and faithful servant, and therefore I wish to second 
most heartily the nomination of Mr. Wellington R .Townley as the 
next Treasurer of this Association. [Applause]. 

Mr. MacEnaney — 

I want to second the nomination of Mr. Best. I know him 
to be a friend of every man in the Association. To us he has 
only one name, and that is Jim. Gentlemen, I take great pleasure 
in seconding the nomination of Mr. Best as Treasurer of this 
Association. 

Mr. Snyder — 

Those of us coming from my state have not the privilege of 
touching elbows with Mr. Townley often, but when we do we can 
assure you that it is with extreme pleasure. I do not rise for the 
purpose of adding anything to what has been stated about him, 
but for the purpose of giving vent to the expression that those 
of us who come from the south bank of the Ohio would like to 
see Mr. Townley kept in the position that he occupies. 

The President — 

If there are no other nominations, the nominations will be 
closed, gentlemen. The members will prepare their ballots for 
Mr. Townley and Mr. Best. 

(The result of the ballot as announced by the Secretary 
showed Mr. Townley to have received 201 votes and Mr. Best 
60 votes). 

The President — 

Gentlemen, Mr. Townley is elected Treasurer of this Asso- 
ciation. [Applause]. 

In accepting the office Mr. Townley said: 

Mr. President and Gentlemen: I appreciate the honor that 
you have conferred upon me. I unfortunately do not know how 
successful my campaign manager has been. I asked him to do 
the best he could for me, and I do not know what the result is 
except that I am here. I appreciate your votes and I trust that 
during the coming year you may think of a real good successor 
to me as Treasurer. This is the seventh year of my reign [laugh- 
ter], and I am perfectly willing to turn over the funds of the 
Association to some other man next year, and then I would Uke 
to be in the campaign and not have nervous prostration, like I 
have been having outside, for the last fifteen minutes. I thank 
you, gentlemen. [Applause]. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
J. S. BELDEN 

John Secord Belden was born at Warsaw, New York, Septem- 
ber 8, 1839, and died in Chicago July 18, 1908, having been a 
resident of the latter city since 1862. He began his connection 
with insurance in 1865 as an accountant with the Security Insur- 
ance Company, and during succeeding years was with the Royal 
and with the Imperial and subsequently with the German Ameri- 
can until 1888, filling the position of Assistant Manager at the 
time of his resignation from the service of that company, which 
was occasioned by his being appointed Western Manager of the 
London & Lancashire. On January 1, 1902, he formed a connec- 
tion with the Fire Association of Philadelphia as senior member 
of the firm of Belden & Bush, Western Managers of that company, 
which position he held at the time of his death. 

Mr. Belden was a gentleman of the old school — courteous to 
all and never too busy to listen to anyone who sought him. 
Practically all of his business life was passed in Chicago, and if 
a book had been kept for the purpose of recording deeds or acts 
of his that were in any way a departure from the highest integrity 
the pages would all have been blank. He combined the qualities 
of dignity and geniahty to a rare degree ; was a man of wonderful 
self-poise and we can think of no one to whom was better fitted 
the statement recently made: *'I «,m greater than anything that 
can happen to me. All these things — sorrow, misfortune and 
suffering — are outside my door. I'm in the house and I've got 
the key.'' 

Truly an honest man, 'The noblest work of God." Honest 
with his friends; honest with his enemies if such existed; honest 
with himself; honest with the world; gentle and considerate with 
all with whom he came in contact; manly, firm and eminently 
fair at all times, his even sense of immovable justice commanded 
the respect and admiration, and forced willing recognition from 
those with whom he differed in opinion. 

''He lives long who lives well," and while none Uved better 
than John Secord Belden, still were the days allotted to him far 
too few and short for those who knew him best, yet long enough 
to leave to them beautiful memories of him, a priceless heritage 
for their comfort and emulation. Charitable in the truest sense, 
he gave generously without ostentation or the knowledge of 
those nearest to him, and no worthy cause or truly unfortunate 
failed to receive substantial token of his generosity, even the last 
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acts of his life being marked by his ever present effort to reheve 
the distress of others. He loved his fellow man, and his noble 
nature and unselfish disposition assured all who sought his wise 
counsel and sympathy, a hearty welcome and unbiased considera- 
tion; he gave to others more than to others was due, and his friend- 
ship was true and steadfast beyond measure. God's nobleman; 
his life was an inspiration and an example that all of us should 
follow, and his removal from our ranks a distinct and irreparable 



We mourn his departure, but know that we and the world 
are better because he has lived. 

P. D. McGregor, 

H. C. EDDY, 

J. W. ROBERTSON, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
MARTIN COLLINS 

We mourn the passing of Martin Collins, who was born in 
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, May 15, 1826, and died at his 
home in St. Louis, Missouri, on the 25th day of May, 1908. 

Mr. Collins entered the fire insurance field as a local agent in 
March, 1867, and in June, 1873, he was appointed General Agent 
of the Fire Association of Philadelphia, which position he held 
at the time of his death. In the early days of fire underwriting 
in the Middle West, his associates ever had his loyal co-operation 
and wide influence in building for the common good the founda- 
tion upon which the business rests today. He lent his support 
to this and other associations that represent the ties that bind 
us together in fellowship. As one of the ^*01d Guard," his coun- 
sel was constantly sought and freely given, and his good influence 
was at all times extended to the younger generation of under- 
writers. 

Beginning penniless, friendless and practically without 
acquaintances, he builded so well that the name of Martin Collins 
was imiversally respected by his associates; and, in the City of 
St. Louis, where he lived for more than forty years, he was 
highly respected and as widely known as any man in the com- 
munity for his good deeds and moral worth. His modest wants 
and frugality brought him the means of doing many charitable 
acts, which he performed quietly and without attempting to 
avoid the responsibility which he felt rested upon him under 
God's direction. 

He was a Thirty-third Degree Mason and for many years 
occupied with credit to himself and honor to Masonry, the exalted 
position of Sovereign Grand Inspector General in Missouri. 

"No man can flee from death. Do as we will, 
Falls soon or late the arm e're raised to strike;] 
The sage is he who looks it in the face, 
Nor fears,Jnor braves the doom decreed by fate." 

Our friend was prepared for the Grim Reaper and in peace 
and resignation he yielded his soul to God. 

EDW. T. CAMPBELL, 
HARRY M. COUDREY, 
F. W. BOWERS, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
HENRY A. DIKE 

Bom, April 20, 1855, New York, N. Y. 
Died, May 24, 1908, Chicago, 111. 

On the last date given, our highly esteemed friend and asso- 
ciate, Henry A. Dike, passed away after a few weeks' illness. 
His loss will be deeply mourned by all persons who enjoyed the 
pleasure of his acquaintance, and he will be long remembered 
for his faithfulness, ability and honesty. 

Mr. Dike was educated at Barre Academy, Barre, Vt., and for 
three years after his graduation was engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness in New York City. In 1878 and '79 he worked for a railroad 
company in Colorado; in 1880 entered the service of the Fire 
Association of Philadelphia under W. H. Cunningham, General 
Agent, filling an office position until 1897, when, his work being 
entirely satisfactory, he was promoted by that company to the 
position of State Agent and Adjuster for the state of Iowa. His 
work as an adjuster was of such a high class that it attracted 
attention and invited most favorable comments, and on April 1, 
1904, he left the service of the Fire Association and became an 
adjuster for the Western Adjustment and Inspection Company, 
of Chicago, 111., which position he filled with honor until his death. 
Mr. Dike was a true friend — true to every trust he assumed, 
was ail incessant worker, firm in his ideas, fair and generous, and 
stood strong for what he believed to be right. 

On August 23, 1882, at Barre, Vt., he married Fannie D. 
Carleton, who, with two daughters, survives him, and to them, the 
bereaved companion and family, who have suffered an irreparable 
loss, this Association tenders its most sincere sympathy and 
consolation. 

W. H. DANIELS, 
FRED. H. BURKE, 
GEO. R. CROSLEY, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
ERASMUS P. FOREMAN 

Erasmus P. Foreman was born March 15, 1836, at Guys Mills, 
Crawford County, Pennsylvania, and received his education in 
the public schools and academy at Randolph, N. Y. At the age 
of eighteen he was appointed a deputy under his father, who 
was then sheriff of Warren County, Pennsylvania. A year 
later he entered the mercantile business in which he continued 
until 1865. In 1863 he added to his other business, that of fire 
insurance, representing the Aetna, Niagara and other companies. 
In 1866 he entered the employment of the Home Insurance Com- 
pany, of New Haven, as Special Agent for the states of Michigan, 
Ohio and Indiana, his field being subsequently changed to in- 
clude Ohio, Kentucky and Tennessee. He remained with this 
company until 1870, when he resigned to enter the service of 
the Lamar Insurance Company of Chicago. The Lamar failed 
the following year, and for the next six months Mr. Foreman 
was employed by the Andes, Amazon, and Triumph, placing 
agencies in New England. He resigned from this position in 
1872, and entered the service of the Connecticut Fire Insurance 
Company, but in April, 1873, he was engaged as Special Agent of 
the FrankUn Fire Insurance Company of Philadelphia, for the 
States of Michigan, Indi^,na and Ohio, with headquarters in 
Cleveland. He remained in the service of this company until 
his death. His field was changed several times, and for some 
years his headquarters were in Chicago, at which time he repre- 
sented the company in Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin and Minne- 
sota. Later, however, Illinois and Minnesota were detached 
from his field, giving him Michigan and Wisconsin, at which 
time he removed to Detroit, which subsequently was his head- 
quarters. 

The records of this Association show that Mr. Foreman was 
present at its organization on February 22, 1871, being a charter 
member. At the time of his death, he was one of two surviving 
charter members, the other being Wm. F. Fox. 

Mr. Foreman was married twice. His first wife survived but 
a few years, leaving one child, a daughter. By his second 
marriage he had three children, a son and two daughters, all of 
whom survive him. 

Mr. Foreman was a faithful servant of the companies that he 
represented, and the numberless friends he made during his 
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extended service in the field, will remember him as one of the 
true spirits who have sustained the honor and integrity of his 
chosen profession. In all questions he was alUed with the right 
and the impress of his character and work will be felt for many 
years. 

He died in the service of his company, December 15, 1907. 

W. F. HAWXHURST, 
J. W. O^BRIEN, 
A. M. L. WASSON, 

Committee. 
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REPORT, OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
W. F. FOX 

William Fletcher Fox was born at Lima, La Grange County, 
Indiana, August 13, 1836; died at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, June 
28, 1908. 

It is especially appropriate that this Association preserve on 
its records, at least a brief history of Mr. Fox's life. His was 
the youth of many a farmer's son who later made his mark in 
his chosen life work. On the farm summers, attending school 
winters, and later teaching, but still and always a student. He 
finished his scholastic education at the University of Wisconsin. 
He then read law, was admitted to the bar in 1857, and practiced 
his profession till July, 1865, when he went into insurance at 
Chicago, Illinois. 

In 1866 he had at Springfield, Illinois, a local agency for 
fire companies, and a district agency for the Mutual Life of New 
York. In 1868 he moved to Cleveland, Ohio, as State and Local 
Agent for the Putnam Insurance Company of Hartford; later for 
a short time with the Home Insurance Company of Columbus, 
and then with Phoenix of Hartford for five years, the first of 
which was in the south, making his headquarters at Nashville, 
in 1873 transferring them to Davenport, Iowa, and moving his 
family from Cleveland there. Upon the closing of his connec- 
tion with the Phoenix he came to Chicago as an Independent 
Adjuster and Insurance Attorney. For two years of this time, 
however, he was almost constantly at work as a field man for the 
late WilUam E. Rollo in his General Agency. In 1881 and 1882 
he was with the Queen Insurance Company in a capacity of what 
would now be termed executive special. In 1884 he was made 
Secretary of Local Board Commissions Nos. 2 and 3 of the Western 
Union, and continued in that capacity till the change of form 
whereby the governing committee was substituted for them. He 
them returned to independent work till faiUng health made it 
advisable to take life less strenuously, and he had for some time 
before his death practically retired from active business. 

Mr. Fox was married in 1861 to Miss Mary Dodge of Dodge- 
ville, Wisconsin, who survives him, as well as a son, William C. 
Fox of Chicago, and three daughters. 

We have spoken of Mr. Fox as a student. The taste for study, 
and especially along legal lines, always remained with him, and 
his ability to write a good article on topics germain to the busi- 
ness both of law and insurance. He wrote largely for insurance 
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publications, notably ^The Argus" of Chicago, of which he was 
for a while an Associate Editor, and for 'The Spectator," and 
other insurance journals. He compiled a *' Special Agents and 
Adjusters Hand Book," which passed through three editions. 
But that was not his only literary work. He had a keen poetic 
taste, and wrote a number of poems of high grade, one of his 
most notable contributions to the Muses being an additional 
verse to "Beautiful Snow" based on the criticism that Mr. 
Faxon's poem lacked the idea of a final hope of forgiveness and 
happiness, and showing an inner side of Mr. Fox's character 
that warrants its quotation here. 

"How strange it should be that the beautiful snow, 
Should robe with its brightness this world in its woe; 
Yet the soft crystals so tenderly falling, 
Speak to my heart as if angels were calling, — 
Lovingly, earnestly, bidding me come. 
Offering this soul of mine rest and a home; 
Away in the mansions of glory above, 
m plead for admission through pardoning love; 
There robed in that mantle God's grace can bestow, 
I'll rival the whiteness of beautiful snow." 

We have said it was appropriate that this organization should 
honor Mr. Fox's memory. He was in a sense the father of this 
Association. A circular not dated was sent out calling for a 
meeting at Dayton, Ohio, on February 22, 1871, 'To take into 
consideration the situation and advise such remedy as may be 
deemed adequate to the emergency." This is believed to have 
been written by Mr. Fox, and he was the first signer. It was 
signed by twenty-two of the then prominent Ohio, Indiana and 
Michigan field men, of whom H. H. Walker, then and now with 
the Home of New York, and now of Chicago; R. S. Sayres of 
Wilmington, Ohio, of the Home, and Edward Henry of the Yon- 
kers of New York, for a number of years past of Las Vegas, New 
Mexico, are all now surviving. 

At the meeting in Dayton Mr. Fox was made a member of 
the executive committee, whose duty it was to prepare a code of 
by-laws, which they did, and our first Constitution and By-laws, 
largely the work of Mr. Fox, were duly reported to the Associa- 
tion at its next meeting at Indianapolis, July 25 and 26, 1871. 
From its inception Mr. Fox had a deep interest in the welfare and 
success of this Association. By reference to our reports it will 
be seen that Mr. Fox was a frequent contributor to our papers, 
and they were always full of meat, forceful and logical. He was 
elected President of the Association in 1885, and presided at the 
session of 1886. 

All has not been plain sailing for us in the past. There have 
been close times, and in one of them Mr. Fox was one of the three 
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who put their shoulders to the wheel and saved the day for the 
Association, and as part of his work contributed a paper when 
it meant hard labor for him, coming at a late day and being 
sorely needed to fill up the programme. 

In 1900 Mr. Fox was very appropriately made an honorary 
member. One of the members of this committee was requested 
to notify Mr. Fox and ask his presence at a stated time, which 
was done, and when informed of the action taken, which was 
without a suspicion of it on his part, he was much affected, and with 
tears in his eyes and tremor in his voice, told of his appreciation 
of it. He went on with some reminiscences, which we regret we 
had not noted, but which we would not now trust memory to repeat. 

And now, as we pay this last tribute to him and his memory, 
and the deep interest he took in this Association, we cannot 
better close it than by quoting **A Thought" of his own, and 
express the hope that his wish therein made has been fulfilled. 

"As sighs the wind, that hurries past 
Beneath the cloud in hollow blast, 
For quiet at its destined end, 
Where storm and cloud no more contend; 
So may life's longings all be stilled, 
With peace and joy my heart be filled; 
So may life close, my soul find rest 
Among the happy and the blest." 

J. L. WHITLOCK, 

I. S. BLACKWELDER, 

T. H. SMITH, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
ISAAC W. HOLMAN 

Isaac W. Holman, who was President of this Association at 
its session in 1888, and who was an honored member almost from 
its organization, died at Indianapolis on January 9, 1908, from 
the effects of a stroke of apoplexy received about four weeks 
previous. He descended from pioneer stock who came from 
North Carolina and settled upon the land upon which is now 
situated the city of IndianapoHs, his father, Moses Holman, 
afterwards removing to Johnson county, where Mr. Holman was 
born near Franklin on January 2, 1841. He was educated in 
the common schools, afterwards taking a course in Franklin 
College. 

He entered the insurance business when nineteen years of 
age and in 1865 was a member of the firm of local fire insurance 
agents of Bennett & Holman, at Toledo, Ohio. His ability and 
success attracted attention of companies and service in an official 
capacity followed with the Insurance Company of North America 
under General Agent J. F. Downing, between whom and Mr. 
Holman there existed a most confiding love and friendship, 
terminated only in death. In 1879, he became special agent of 
the Washington Insurance Company of New York and from 1872 
to 1874 was special agent for the FrankHn of Philadelphia. In 
1884 he became general agent for the British America of Toronto, 
which position he filled with credit to himself and to the satis- 
faction of his company up to 1892, when he was appointed general 
agent of the American of Newark for the western states, resign- 
ing in 1895 to become general adjuster in the West for the Thur- 
ingia. Later he opened an office as independent adjuster at 
Seattle, but the cHmate not agreeing with him, he returned to 
Milwaukee and entered the service of his old friend. General Agent 
Downing, as special agent, for the Insurance Company of North 
America in the state of Wisconsin. He continued in this position 
for some time, but desiring to return to his native state, in 1906, 
he came to Indianapolis and opened an office as an independent 
adjuster, and made that city his home up to his death. 

Mr. Holman was married at Indianapolis in 1864 to Miss 
Mary E. Landis, who was to him a most exemplary helpmeet and 
companion up to her death some ten years ago. Of a sympa- 
thetic and confiding nature, it is said of him that the domestic 
life following this union was most beautiful and her death brought 
such tension on the heart strings that to those who knew him 
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well, it was seen that this great sorrow was ever before him. 
Two daughters survive, Mrs. J. W. Thorpe of Chicago, and Mrs. 
L. B. Mathews of Dubuque, Iowa. 

By nature and cultivation, Mr. Holman was a gentleman, 
never under any circumstances less, and when tried, found to be 
the full measure of all that that term implies. Kindness of heart, 
solicitude for the welfare of others and gentleness in his deaUng 
with the unfortunate inspired love and confidence, rather than 
suspicion and misgivings, even in the difficult field of adjusting 



Mr. Holman was a great reader, a student and scholar of broad 
accompUshments — wielding a facile pen that put his thoughts 
upon paper in pleasing array. At the Annual Meeting Of 1887, 
he read a paper on the subject "Should Insurance be Taught in 
Universities," that gave evidence of much thought and investj- 
gation. The affirmative action of Harvard and other universi- 
ties since that time and the beneficial results to the business 
following, are proof that he was in the vanguard of his profession. 
This address, coupled with his general ability, led to his unani- 
mous election to the presidency for the following year. Mem- 
bers of this Association who were present at the meeting in 
1888 will recall the splendid program presented and the ease 
and grace with which he presided. 

In his death, this Association loses a valued member. His 
name will stand high on the roll of honor and will be held in lov- 
ing remembrance of all whose privilege it was to know him. 

H. H. FRIEDLEY, 
JOHN STONE, 
FRANK A. PHILLIPS, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
W. J. MARCHBANK 

Death came to ease the life of William J. Marchbank on Feb. 
18, 1908, at Tucson, Arizona. For several years his health had 
been precarious and only his great will-force and his cheerful 
outlook on life enabled him to daily go about his duties, which 
he performed up to the last with thoroughness and enthusiasm. 

Mr. Marchbank was born at Montreal, February 1, 1865. He 
was educated in the Normal School of that city. As a young 
man he took great interest in athletics and became skilled in 
various feats of strength and endurance. The intensity of pur- 
pose which he always brought to every task he undertook ex- 
plains his zeal in athletic exercises and regretably may be set 
down as the cause of an impairment in his health while he was 
still a young man. 

He early entered the fire insurance business with the firm of 
Wood & Evans, General Agents at Montreal for the Aetna and 
the London & Lancashire in the Eastern Provinces. At the 
time of his forced retirement from this firm to go to Denver for 
the benefit of his health, Mr. Marchbank was filling the important 
positions of special agent and office superintendent. 

The first year in Denver Mr. Marchbank's exceptional services 
were sought by the British America and Western Assurance 
companies in their western department. From 1893 until his 
death he was head examiner and chief clerk in that department. 
A better examiner did not exist in this country. He had at his 
command the minute knowledge of all the far western field con- 
ditions and his judgment on problems of underwriting was keen 
and unfaiUng. 

Wherever Wm. J. Marchbank was known he was genuinely 
liked for his magnetic, genial personality and a courtly courtesy. 
A widow and one son survive -him. 

H. T. LAMEY, 
J. F. EDMONDS, 
GEORGE WEBSTER, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
MR. EUGENE C. McCAULEY 

The messenger that summoned our late friend and co-worker, 
Mr. E. C. MeCauley, from labor to rest was merciful to him, 
inasmuch as it spared him hope, commensurate with his ambition, 
and strength equal to his courage so that his last day on earth 
was a day of labor in the field and his home coming under the 
double shadow of night and of death made a fit ending of a career 
devoted to service marked by a degree of fidehty that made him 
one of the manliest of men, safe in his integrity, most trustworthy 
and useful to his fellow-men. For many months before his 
death he struggled to overcome an insidious disease he hoped to 
conquer even after his most intimate friends despaired of his 
recovery; dying, literally, in the harness, on June 20, 1908, in 
the fifty-third year of his age. 

Mr. MeCauley was born at Paterson, N. J., April 3, 1856, 
and, at the age of twenty-two he became a fire insurance soHcitor in 
his native city, prosecuting his work with such vigor and success 
that he was soon admitted into partnership with his employer, the 
style of the firm being Ross M. Wickham & Co. Owing to field 
changes the senior member of the firm was called to a field posi- 
tion in Indiana, to be succeeded in turn by the junior member 
whose fitness for field work soon developed, and he was selected 
as Special Agent for Indiana by the Commercial Union Assurance 
Company in whose service in this field he remained continu- 
ously for sixteen years. 

Upon the organization of the Indianapolis Fire Insurance 
Company, Mr. MeCauley was selected as Indiana State Agent by 
the company in whose service he continued until it discontinued 
business in 1908 by reinsurance. 

When the Indianapolis Fire had been reinsured, Mr. MeCauley 
transferred his services to the Virginia State Insurance Company, 
successfully prosecuting his work until his death; his more than 
thirty years experience in Indiana with local agents and field 
men enabling him to win gratifying success for each of the com- 
panies he represented. 

The death of Mr. MeCauley brought sorrow to many hearts, 
so widely was he known and so highly was his sterhng character 
and kindly effective influence appreciated that the resolutions 
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adopted by the Indiana State Board of Fire Underwriters and 
the IndianapoUs Association of Local Agents were marked by the 
sincere sorrow and sense of loss sustained that was universally 
felt. 

He attended many of the gatherings of the Fire Underwriters 
Association of the Northwest and his gentle courtesy and spon- 
taneous friendliness endeared him to many who met him and who 
now mourn the loss from our ranks of one so congenial and 
lovable. His life was a consistent and practical application of 
Christian principles and precepts. Truly the world is the better 
for having had such men in it and the high standard of ideals 
aspired to by this Association is more nearly approached because 
it numbers in its ranks such men as Eugene C. McCauley. 

H. C. MARTIN, 

R. G. McCULLOUGH, 

B. J. GILMORE, 

CommiUee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
EUGENE V. MUNN 

Born, Freeport, 111., February 10, 1852. 
Died, Beloit, Wis., March 1, 1908. 

This simple epitaph records the beginning and the end of a 
brilliant and useful career, and encompasses a span of life which, 
ending in its ascendancy, might be likened unto a narrow vale 
between two peaks of eternity. 

At the age of twenty, Mr. Munn began his insurance career 
at the head office of the American of Chicago, where he remained 
until 1880, when he became Wisconsin State Agent for the Con- 
tinental. This position he occupied until 1889, when he was 
appointed Special Adjuster for the Home of New York. In 1895 
he became General Adjuster for the North America. In 1900 he 
established himself as an independent adjuster at Milwaukee, 
and in 1906 became manager of the Wisconsin branch of the 
Western Adjustment and Inspection Company, which position 
he filled with marked skill and ability until his death. 

In 1889 Mr. Munn was President of the Wisconsin State Board, 
and was officially identified with the Fire Underwriters Associa- 
tion of the Northwest as Vice-President in 1890, and its accom- 
pUshed Secretary from 1891 to 1897. 

Mr. Munn had just reached the meridian of his years, and 
that high plateau of middle life when conditions are most favor- 
able for achievement. No man was better fitted for adjusting 
service than our departed friend, whose untimely fate is sincerely 
lamented by all who knew him. He possessed a personality of 
that wholesome, radiant kind which begets confidence and 
affection, and as an adjuster of insurance losses he occupied a 
foremost rank. 

Genial, patient, considerate, careful and competent, he was 
an ornament to his profession, and a most lovable companion 
and associate whose place will not be easily filled. 

W. E. MARINER, 
GEO. G. WILLIAMS, 
W. E. ATWATER, 

Commiitee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
t J EDWARD A. MUNSON 

When friends go upon a^. journey, the "Bon Voyage" often 
comes from aching hearts, or can only be conveyed by tear 
dimmed eyes, but such partings do not long shadow our lives, 
for the hope of a speedy return brings back the sunshine and 
smiles. 

Not so when the *' Silent Boatman' ' bears away from us a 
dear friend on the journey that knows no return. 

Our lips cannot frame to utter the last long good-bye, and 
we stand as mankind has ever stood, awe-stricken and subdued. 

Many of the misfortunes of this life may be averted or as 
least mitigated. Death, the culmination of physical ills, is 
inexorable and admits of no compromise. "It is appointed 
that all men once should die." 

Education has not alleviated the sorrow of those who mourn 
departed friends, and civilization has only added poignancy to 
grief, while reUgion has but partially softened our bereavements 
by pointing to a happy meeting in a tearless home above. 

Mankind has ever sought and is ever seeking to penetrate 
beyond the veil that hangs between the Finite and the Infinite, 
the only result being added bewilderment. 

The parting words between the Master and disciples, "I go to 
prepare a place for you," gives us the best foothold for our 
belief in eternal life and a future existence. 

We are today, as an Association, bidding good-bye to one of 
our esteemed and respected associates. 

Flowers are withering upon the grave of our friend and 
comrade, Edward A. Munson, who departed this life on the 18th 
of June, 1908, full of hope and trust in the Master whom he had 
long since sought and found, and served faithfully. 

In the death of Mr. Munson this Association loses one of its 
oldest and most honored members, who for many years has 
been a faithful attendant upon its yearly conventions. 

Reaching an age beyond the usual allotted life of man, he 
leaves to us a heritage of years of honors. 

Mr. Munson possessed the inborn kindly instincts of human 
life, a heart ever full of tenderness and sympathy for his fellow 
creatures in times of misfortune and sorrow. 

He was a man of wonderful charm of manner and speech. 

He acknowledged aUke the weak and the strong. 
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While firm and positive in character and action when occasion 
and the right demanded it, beneath it there was always sympa- 
thetic consideration for others. 

Mr. Munson possessed a rare intellectual mind. 

His love of the finer literature and the poetic side of life was 
proverbial. 

His fund of beautiful sentiments culled from his literary 
research, coupled with a wonderful memory, ever added a charm 
to his personality. 

To faith in God and of the ultimate attainment of a higher 
fife he was firmly anchored. As a churchman and an officer 
therein, he was faithful and consistent in the duties falling to 
him in accordance with his ideals of life, and he was to the last 
actively interested, and realized the comfort which his long 
association and work gave him promise. 

He so lived his life that the approach of death brought no 
fear — ^indeed he welcomed it as but the gateway to his higher 
aspirations and we may readily beUeve that he has entered into 
the presence of his Redeemer and possesses perfect peace. 

So passes Edward A. Munson, an honored member of this 
Association, a beloved friend and comrade, a Chistian gentleman, 
a tender, loving husband and father. 

" 'Tifl not all of life to live 
Nor all of death to die.'' 

W. H. FULTON, 
FRANK RITCHIE, 
L. D. MOODY, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
DANIEL CONDIT OSMUN 

Daniel Condit Osmun was born at Orange, New Jersey, 
February 13th, 1834, and died March 21, 1908, at Chicago, 
Illinois, seventy-four years of age. He entered the fire insurance 
business in 1849, as an office boy, and by diligent attention to 
business, rapidly advanced. He was prominently connected 
with the Atlantic Fire Insurance Company of New York and the 
Northern Insurance Company of Watertown, and was the General 
Adjuster for the latter company at the Chicago fire of October, 
1871. In the early eighties he became manager of the Western 
Department of the Imperial Insurance Company of London, 
England. Prior to his managerial connection with the Imperial 
he was Superintendent of Agencies of the Imperial and Northern, 
then under the management of Mr. R. D. Alliger, resident manager 
at New York. 

Mr. Osmun was a true, reliable and firm adherent to sound 
practices of underwriting. He could be depended upon by all of 
his associates in keeping to the full letter of the law, any and all 
resolutions or rules as made by them, and he had little confidence 
in those who might deviate in the slightest way from their prom- 
ises and agreements with their associates. His likes and dislikes 
of the Insurance Fraternity were strong and well marked. For 
those he liked, he could never speak too highly and was always 
ready to lend a helping ha,nd to advance their position and help 
them on towards prosperity and success. He was a true, staunch 
and lovable man, companion and friend, and no praise of him 
can be extolled too highly, for it is difficult for his friends and 
acquaintances to find words of sufficient appreciation and love 
for his memory. 

H. C. EDDY, 
JOHN MARSHALL, JR., 
M. L. C. FUNKHOUSER, 
J. MABBITT BROWN, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 

J. IRVING RIDDLE 

''But Buch a tide as moving seems asleep, 

Too full for sound or moan. 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep, 
Turns again home.'' 

It was in such a tide that J. Irving Riddle, State Agent for 
thirty-five years of the Phenix Insurance Company of New York 
crossed the bar. A strong life went out to meet its pilot as 
quietly as the tide ebbs and flows on a peaceful summer day. 

His long continued service with one company speaks for the 
essence of ability in the man, and his loyalty to the company's 
interests when he persisted in the discharge of his duties, after 
being urged by the management to desist, and recuperate, was 
another striking feature. He was a long and honored member 
of this Association. 

Mr. Riddle was one of the oldest in membership in the Indiana 
Board of Underwriters, of which at one time he was President; 
he was an ardent believer in co-operation for the uplifting and 
upbuilding of those principles that are essential to the best 
interests of the business, and was ever ready in counsel, ways, 
and means to make common cause for the best possible condi- 
tions, without reference to company affiliations. 

A remarkable feature of Mr. Riddle was his ability to obtain 
and retain s> full knowledge of men and their influences, this 
was essentially marked in his knowledge of local agents in his 
field work. He always stood for the best in the business, a fair 
and fearless competitor. Mr. Riddle died suddenly ou July 21, 
1908, at the Clay pool Hotel at Indianapolis, Ind. His sudden 
passing away was a cause for exceptional sorrow to a great many 
friends throughout the State of Indiana, his home, as well as 
numerous friends of this Association. 

Mr. Riddle was born Sept. 7, 1847, near Wauseon, Fulton 
County, Ohio. He began his insurance career in 1869 for the 
Cleveland Fire Insurance Company, and continued with that Com- 
pany until the Chicago fire as special agent. On January 1, 1872, 
he entered the services of the Phenix of New York, going to Terre 
Haute, Indiana. He was appointed State Agent of the Phenix 
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January 1, 1874, which he held at the time of his death. The 
best this man had was devoted to his employer's interest, and 
we quote you from the management's annoimcement of his death 
to his locaJ agents: "Mr. Riddle had been in active service with 
the company for thirty-five years, was one of the 'old guard' a 
stalwart in promoting the interest of the Phenix; a staunch friend 
to its agents, and stood in the front ranks of the company field 
representatives of the West. A man of kindly nature, devoted 
to his family, and loyal to his friends." 

W. P. BENTON, 
JNO. B. CROMER, 
A. J. DILLON, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
JOHN V. THOMAS 

On the eve of the Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting of this Asso- 
ciation our members were startled and grieved to learn of the 
sudden death of John V. Thomas on the evening of October 5th, 
1908, at his home in Dixon, lUinois, and in the presence of his 
devoted wife and daughters. Death came quickly, as he would 
have it come; without pain or delay, with his loved ones about 
him and with his last conscious gaze resting upon the face of her 
who had so long stood by his side and journeyed with him from 
early manhood until the end. Who could ask a better ending 
of this mystery we call Human Life? 

John V. Thomas was born in Princeton, N. J., October 30, 
1835, and there took a full classical course and graduated from 
Princeton University in the early fifties. Soon after, in 1857, 
he came west and settled in Dixon, Illinois, where he lived to 
the day of his death. He there studied medicine in the office 
of the earliest and oldest physician of the place, Dr. Oliver Ever- 
ett, and in the winter of 1859 he attended Medical College at 
Keokuk, Iowa, but without obtaining a degree, his classical 
education and training and his taste for literature induced him 
to abandon medicine, and adopt teaching as a profession. He 
was for several years principal of the North Dixon High School, 
but resigned in June, 1874, to engage in the insurance and real 
estate business as a member of the firm of Johnson & Thomas. 
During this time he was for several terms a member of the Dixon 
City Council and for five years Mayor of that city. He was 
also a prominent member and officer of the various Masonic 
bodies, having been Master of Friendship Lodge, High Priest of 
Nachusa Chapter, and Prelate of Dixon Commandery of Knights 
Templar, and a member of the Scottish Rite Masons. 

In 1882 he was appointed State Agent of the Liverpool & 
London & Globe Insurance Company for Illinois and in 1893 
won a well deserved promotion when he became Assistant 
Resident Secretary of that Company for its Western Department, 
which position he held until his death. In every position which 
he held, whether as a municipal officer, as a Mason, a field repre- 
sentative of his company, or in the larger and broader duties 
of the general office, his genial and kindly disposition won him 
many friends, and his wise counsel and advice won the regard 
and respect of his agents and associates. Fitted by education 
and training for large duties and responsibilities, he performed 
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those which devolved upon him with marked ability and signal 
success, but withal so modestly and unobtrusively that few 
who knew him really realized how well equipped he was in breadth 
of thought and ready grasp of conditions to meet and conquer 
every difficulty. 

This is a bare statement of a few of the things Mr. Thomas 
did and a feeble outline of the life he lived and what he was. 
To the few who knew him best, whose years of fellowship and 
association with him had given them opportunity to study and 
appreciate the deep inner nature of the man with all his kind- 
ness, his patience, his unfailing good temper, his charity, his 
forebearance, and his strong friendships, our feeble words can 
ill express our sorrow at his death. We shall, as long as Ufa 
lasts mourn the loss of an able associate and a tried and faith- 
ful friend. 

To the sorrowing wife and daughters go out our tenderest 
sympathies and the hope that He, "Who doeth all things well," 
may comfort when all human sympathy fails. 

W. N. JOHNSON, 
GEO. H. MOORE, 
W. M. Van VALKENBURG, 

Committee, 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
DAVID FRANKLIN VAIL 

David Franklin Vail was born in TuUy , Onondaga County, New 
York, June 7, 1837, and died in the city of St. Paul, Minnesota, 
January 13, 1908. 

Although he had passed the allotted period of Ufe and had 
been a great suiferer for several years from the insidious disease 
which was the direct cause of his demise, he nevertheless continued 
in the active discharge of his duties with unimpaired faculties 
until a short time before his death. 

Coming west in early manhood he settled at Port Washington, 
Wisconsin, where he engaged in manufacturing pursuits until the 
fall of Ft. Sumter called him to the service of his country. He 
was in the front of the battle during the stormy days of 1861 
and '62, holding commission as lieutenant of Company K, 16th 
Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, which was assigned to 
Peabody's Brigade of the Army of the Tennessee. He partici- 
pated in the great battle of Shiloh and during the afternoon of the 
first day's engagement was so severly wounded as to unfit him 
for further mihtary service, in consequence of which he was 
forced to resign his commission and return to Wisconsin. 

Shortly after he engaged in the insurance business and from 
that time on until his death was closely identified with it. For 
over forty-two years he was connected with the Western Depart- 
ment of the Hartford Fire Insurance Company, first as local 
agent at Port Washington, then as examiner in the Chicago 
office, as special agent traveling over several of the western states, 
and finally as general adjuster for the Northwest, located at 
St. Paul, and through all these years of loyal and exceptionally 
able service he endeared himself in no small degree to the officers 
of the company. His judgment of men and conditions was clear 
and direct and he was looked upon as an authority on all matters 
pertaining to fire insurance in the Northwest, alike by poHcy 
holders and his insurance associates. He was quiet and unosten- 
tatious in his manner, but his presence was always felt, standing 
firmly for all that was loyal and right and giving words of en- 
couragement and good counsel to field men and local agents alike. 
He was a man of few words, but when in his presence there was 



218 Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting 

no mistaking his unfailing kindness and desire to help his friends. 
Tndjr the character and life work of "Uncle" David Vail as son^ 
husband; patriot and associate, can well ofiFer an example which 
those who come after will do well to study with profit, and to use 
his own words, spoken originally in honor of his comrades who 
died in the defense of their country — "Let us remember him with 
gratitude and entwine his memory with the love and affection 
that shall endure until all things mortal shall cease to he." 

W. C. BOORN, 
OTTO E. GREELEY, 
GEO. C. MAIN, 

CommiUee, 




DAVID FRANKLIN VAIL 



1900 



iatitb J. Hail 



AseJi ri l|?ar0 



c... 



Memorial Proceedings 223 



REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
DAVID W. WELLS 

Looking back through the life of that rugged character and 
kind-hearted man, David W. Wells, who for more than thirty 
years was a member of this Association, we realize our loss. 

Mr. Wells was born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, June 28, 
1838, and died at his Chicago home March 16, 1908. He received 
his education in his native town and at the age of twenty located 
at Memphis, Tennessee, where he was cashier of a wholesale 
drug concern until the breaking out of the civil war. 

He responded to the call of his country and enlisted as a 
private in Company B, 10th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry. 
He was promoted for special bravery to first lieutenant. 

He then went to Kansas City where he was the cashier of a 
bank and in 1874 engaged in the insurance business. In 1875 he 
entered the services of the North British & Mercantile Insurance 
Company and after five years in field work was appointed Assist- 
ant Manager at Chicago. 

In 1884 he accepted a position as State Agent and Adjuster 
for the Fire Association, which position he held to the time of 
his death. The field men of Michigan knew him, knew him well, 
and all who knew him loved him for his devotion to his family, 
his company and his friends; they loved him for his continued 
efforts to promote the highest standard of underwriting; for his 
labor in assisting younger men in the field and for his advice 
which was always so cheerfully given. 

Throughout Michigan his passing from us created a profound 
sorrow; at every agency of the company, with every special 
agent, there was a realization that a friend had gone. He has 
gone and he will long be remembered and while his family will 
live in sorrow to the end, yet to them he left a rich inheritance, 
viz.: a good name everywhere and a reputation that was spotless 
throughout. 

It is an honor to the Association that such men are on the 
roll; men who are not only intelligent and honorable underwriters, 
but men, who in the more sacred and personal life of home and 
church, are recognized for their loyalty and faithfulness. 

Mr. Wells was a charter member of the Warren Avenue Con- 
gregational Church of Chicago and a member of the board of dea- 
cons from its organization till his death ; a member of the Loyal 
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Legion and Knights Templar, and as an ending to this memorial 
some of the words of his pastor, Rev. Frank G. Smith, spoken 
at his funeral, seem most fitting: 

"He has always proven himself a trusted counsellor, wise of 
head and warm of heart. He was one of our most generous 
givers to all good causes. His hand was always open to any 
needy enterprises and his heart ever went with his gifts. In the 
midst of his business anxieties and temptations he walked with 
God, choosing to transact his business, even though it might not 
become so vast in volume, upon the granite rock basis of the 
Divine Law of Truth and Justice and Integrity. 

When a life so splendid as this Ufe sinks at last to rest, how 
fittingly is it described by those words of Tennyson: 

Sunset and evening star 

And one clear call for me. 
And may there be no moaning at the bar 

When I put out to sea. 

But such a tide as moving seems asleep 

Too full for sound or moan, 
When that which drew from out the boundless deep 

Turns again home. 

Twilight and evening bell 

And after that the dark, 
And may there be no sadness of fareweU 

When I embark. 

For though from out our bourne of time and place, 

The tide may bear me far, 
I hope to see my Pilot face to face 

When I have crossed the Bar. ^ 

GEO. A. ARMSTRONG, 
F. H. WHITNEY, 
A. F. POWRIE, 

Committee. 
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REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON THE DEATH OF 
EDWARD P. WISE 

Edward P. Wise, late State Agent of the Agricultural Insurance 
Company for Missouri and Kansas, passed away at his home in 
Chicago on September 18, 1908, after an illness of nearly two 
years. His death removes from the Middle West one of the best 
known and most able field men — his experience having covered 
a period of twenty years in the capacity of special agent, inspec- 
tor, state agent and adjuster. 

Prior to associating himself with the Agricultural in 1901, he 
was Cook County Inspector and Illinois Special Agent of the 
Phenix of Brooklyn, which company was represented by his 
father, the late Dr. B. T. Wise, as Illinois State Agent and Ad- 
juster, twenty-seven years. 

Edward P. Wise was born at Fort Madison, la., June 18, 1867, 
and is survived hy the widow, Mrs. Sylva Wise and a daughter, 
Helen Wise, aged five years. The news comes to us with great 
sadness for he was a true and loyal friend, conscientious in his 
work and his duties were always discharged with unswerving 
fidehty. 

L. S. MacENANEY, 
R. S. ODELL, 
H. M. ZIMMER, 

Committee, 
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Mr. Andrews — 

Before we adjourn I move you that the thanks of the Asso- 
ciation be given to the Auditorium Hotel Association for the use 
of this room. 

The motion was seconded and carried. 

On motion the convention then adjourned sine die. 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS' MEETING 

Thursday, October 8, 1908. 

Present — H. N. Kelsey, W. R. Townley, Horace L. Spice, 
G. H. Bell, Carroll L. DeWitt, G. S. Valentine, C. L. Easton, 
Neal C. Rowland and N. E. Briggs. 

Mr. H. N. Kelsey— 

The first order of business is to approve the action of the 
Association regarding the election of officers. 

Mr. Townley — 

I move that the Secretary be instructed to cast the ballot of 
the Association for the election of Mr. H. N. Kelsey as President 
for the ensuing year. 

Motion seconded by Mr. Bell and carried. 

Mr. Spice — 

I move that the election of Mr. Rowland as Vice-President be 
approved by the Directors. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. DeWitt— 

I move that the President be instructed to cast the ballot of 
the Association for the election of Mr. Briggs as Secretary. 

Carried. 

Mr. Rowland — 

I move that the election of Mr. Townley as Treasurer be 
approved by the Board. 

Seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next order of business is the appointment of a Finance 
Committee, which is usually composed of three members residing 
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in Chicago. I will appoint upon that committee Mr. Bell, Mr. 
Higley, and Mr. DeWitt. 

I will follow the usual custom and appoint a Library Com- 
mittee later. 

(The President subsequently appointed as members of the 
Library Committee John Marshall, Jr., Chairman; A. F. Dean, 
George E. Haas, Harold W. Letton, W. R. Townley.) 

Mr. Spice — 

I would like to make a motion that 1200 copies of the proceed- 
ings of the meeting of this Association in 1908 be printed. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

The President — 

The next business is the appointment of some one to sign 
checks in the absence of the President. I would suggest that 
motion be made that Mr. Bell be authorized to sign checks in 
the absence of the President. 

Motion carried. 

Mr. DeWitt— 

I move that the bond of the Treasurer be immediately renewed 
in the sum of $10,000, the premium for same to be borne or paid 
by this Association. 

Seconded and carried. 

Mr. Spice — 

I would move that the salary of the Secretary and of the 
Treasurer be made the same as last year — that is $400 for the 
Treasurer and $500 for the Secretary. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. DeWitt— 

I move that the Treasurer be instructed to correspond with 
the gentlemen who delivered papers before the Association who 
are not members, requesting that they send to him a statement 
of the amount of expense to which they have been put, and that 
on receipt of same the Treasurer will forward the Association's 
check in payment. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. Townley — 

I move that the Secretary have the necessary number of 
copies of the amendment to the Constitution voted on at the 
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meeting, printed and attached to the present copies of the Con- 
stitution and By-laws now in the library and furnish each member 
of the Association with a copy. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. DeWitt— 

I move you, Mr. President, that a check of the Association 
be drawn in favor of the Treasurer for $20.00 to reimburse him 
for expense of assistance at the meeting here. 

Motion seconded and carried. 

Mr. DeWitt— 

I move that we adjourn. 

Carried. 
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Abbey W.F.. 


Decorah. Iowa, 


State Agent, | 


North Western F. & M. Ins. Co. 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Abbott W. S., 


Detroit, Mich., 24 Hancock Av 


State Agent, 


North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 


AbeU C. Lee, 


Buffalo, N. Y., 


Secretary 


Union Fire Ins. Co., Buffalo, N. Y. 


Adams John H., 


St. Louis, Mo., 


Secretary, 


American Central Ins. Co. 


Affeld Chas. E.. 


Chicago, XL, 


General Afi;ent, 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 


Ainley Fred. G., 


Des Moines, la.. 


Special Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Air Robt. D., 


Topeka, Kan., Columbia Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Albright W. G., 


Chicago. IlL, 


State Agent. 


Connecticut Fire Ins. Co. 


AUabach E. W.. 


Des Moines. Iowa, 


Special Agent, { 


Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
PaUtine Ins. Co., Ltd. 


Althouac W. L., 


Grand Rapids, Mich., 


Special Agent, 




♦Alvereon H. C, 


Des Moines. Iowa. 






Alzen Carl A.. 


Chicago. IlL. 


Inspector. 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Amonson Louis, 


Philadelphia, 


President, 


National Amer. Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 


Anderson Chas. H. 


Hannibal, Mo., 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Anderson Lew W., 


Cedar Rapids. la. 


Special Agent, 


Springfield F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Andrews C. L., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Vice-President. 


Detroit F. A M. Ins. Co. 


Andrews D. W., 


Grand Haven. Mich., 


State Agent, 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 


Andrews Fred W., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Detroit Fire and Marine Ins. Co. 


Andrua S. D. 


Chicago, 111., 
Room 701, 159 La Salle St. 


Special Agent, 


Commonwealth Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Appelman L. P., 


Denver.Col.,1529 Lawrence St. 


State Agent, 


Delaware and Reliance Ins. Co. 


Arens Geo. A.. 


Chicago. lU., 


Special Agent, 


Ins. Co. of North America. 


Arimond, E. J., 


Campbellsport. Wis.. 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Armstrong G. A., 


Detroit, Mich., 


State Agent & Adjuster. 


iEtna Ins. Co. of Hartford. 


Arnold F. W., Jr., 


Chicago, 111., 184 La Salle St., 


Ass't Secretary, 


Equitable F. & M. Ins. Co., Providence. 


Atwatcr Walter E. 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Special Agent. | 


Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd. 


Atwood H. F., 


Rochester, N. Y., 


Secretary, 


Rochester German Ins. Co. 


Auerbach B., 


Chicago, 111., 


Ass't Manager, 


Hunter R. J. 0. & Co. 


Ayers W. G., 


Decatur, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Pennsylvania Fire, Philadelphia. 


Babcock R. S.. 


Denver, Colo., 


Inspector, 


Rocky Mountain Fire Underw. Ass'n. 


BaUey Geo. A., 


Topeka, Kan., 


Secretary, 


Freeholders Ins. Co., Topeka, Kan. 


BaUey J. W.. 


Denver, Colo., 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


BaUey 0. M. 


Cincinnati, 0., 


Special Agent, 


Ins. Co. of the County of Phila. 


Baker Roy T., 


Fargo, N. D. 


Special Agent, 


Queen Insurance Co. New York. 


Baker Thos. Jr., 


Fargo. N. D. 


Special Agent, 


Queen Insurance Co. 


Baldwin C. H., 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Special Agent, 


Northwestern F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Baldwin Dean A., 


Spokane, Wash., 


Special Agent, 


Prussian National Insurance Co. 


BaU Geo. H.. 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Detroit F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Bament W. N.. 


New York City, 


General Adjuster, 


Home Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Banta, Mark., 


Cincinnati, 0., 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Barber Chas. R., 


Chicago, 111., 159 La Salle St . 


Special Agent, 


Eastern Fire, Atlantic City, N. J. 


Barclay Melvin E. 


Chicago, 111.. , 


Special Agent, Cook Co., 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Barnard C. F., 


Cleveland. 0., 


Adjuster, 


Western Adj. & Insp'n Co. 


Barnes Fred. B., 


Oshkosh. Wis., 


State Agent, 


North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Barney F. H., 


Minneapolis.Minn.. 

N. Y. Life Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Fire Ins. Co. 



* Associate Member 
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Barnum E. B., 


Dee Moines, la.. 


Special Agent, 


National, Hartford, 


Baraum H^ 


Binghamton.N.Y.. 


Sup't of Agencies. 


Agricultural Ins. Co. 


Barnum Raynolds, 


Kansas City. 


State Agent. 


Agricultural Ins. Co.,822 N. Y. Life Bldg. 


Barret D. P., 


Indianapolis, Tnd., 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Insurance Co. 


Barry Chaa. H^ 


Caucago.IlL, 


Managff, 


Pennsylvania Fire Ins. Co. 


Barteb H. A.. 


Detrott,Mich..71 Lothrop Ave., 


State Agent, 


Roch. German Ins. Co. 


Basse E. 0., 


MUwaukee, Wis.. Box 314, 


Special Agent, 


American Ins. Co.. Newark, N. J. 


Bassett Neal. 


Chicago, IlL, 159 La SaUe St.. 


General Agent. 


Firemens' Ins. Co.. Newark. 


Batchelder G. H.. 


Chicago, in., Rector Bldg.. 


Ass't Manager, 


Delaware Sc Reliance Ins. Co. 


Baum&nn W. A., 


Winona. Minn.. 


State Agent. 


Michigan Commercial Ins. Co. 


Bawden E. T.. 


Davenport, la., 


Adjuster. 


Western Adjustment ft Insp. Co. 


Bawden J. A., 


.Chicago. 189 La SaUe St., 


Special Agent. 


Northwestern National. Milwaukee. 


tBeck Hon. James M. 


New York City, 44 WaU St 






Beck Joseph W.. 


Detroit, Mich., 196 LothropAve 


Special Agent 


Northern Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Becker E. A., 


Lincoln Neb., 


Manager, 


Western Fire Ins. Co.. of Lincoln. Neb 


Beeson A. 0.. 


Omaha. Neb., 


Inspector. 




BeU G. H., 


Chicago, 111., 


Ass't Manager 


North British & MercantQe Ins. Co. 


Benallaek Wm. T.. 


Detroit, Mich.. 


Special Agent, 


Michigan Fire ft Marine Ins. Co. 


Benedict FVank M., 


Lawrence, Kan., 


Special Agent. 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 


Benedict H. F., 


Denver, Col., 


State Agent, 


Pennsylvania Fire Ins. Co. 


Benedict H. 0., 


MUwaukee. Wis., 


State Agent. 


Phenix Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Bennett H., 


Cedar Rapids. Iowa. 


Inspector. 




Bennett R. M.. 


Chicago, IlL. 153 U SaUe St., 


State Agent. 


New York Underwriters Ageney. 


Bennett Wm. U, 


Chicago, III, 


Special Agent. 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co. 


Benton W. P., 




State Agent, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Beet J. G. 8., 


Chicago, 111., 159 La Salle St. 


Special Agent, 


GirardF.ftXIns.Co. 


Bierce WiUiam B., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Bierce 4 Sage, Gen'lAgts 




Birch W. H., 


Winnipeg, Man., 


Sec'y and Treasurer, 


Manitoba ft N. W. Und. Ass'n. 


Biabee W. T. 




Special Agent. [ 


LMdon ft Lancadure Fire Ina. Co. 
Orient Insurance Co.. Hartford. 


Bishop Edcar W., 


Kansas City. Mo.. 


Special Agent, 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 


tBisieU R. M^ 


Hartford, Conn., 


Vice-President. 


Hartford Insurance Co. 


tBlackwelderLS.. 


Chicago, 111.. 125 Monroe St., 




Care of Germ. American Ins. Go. 


BUurelt Albert. 


Chicago, m.. 


Inspector, 


Western Factory Aai^n. 


BUven Edward. 


Chicago, m., 159 La Salle St., 


Gen'l Agent, 




BliTenWaite. 


Phibdelphia, Pa., 


Secretary, 


American Fire Ina. Coh Phila. 


Blodiett E. E.. 


Chicago. 111., 


Special Agent. 


N. B. ft M. Ins. Co. 


Bbdgett Wm. A., 


Chicago, ni., 


2d Ass't Manager. { 


8p™*Wd^^*^I.««.o.C... 




Detroit. Mich., 


Special Agent. 


Continental Ina. Go. 


Bloisom Geo. W., 


Chicago, IlL. 


Ass't Gen. Agent. 


National Fire Ina. Co.. Hartford. 


Boiling Alfred F., 


Louisville Ky. 


Special Agent, 


American Fire Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 


BonarLJ. 


Mansfield. 0.. 


State Agent. { 


Ina. Co. of North Amerioa. 


Boning Herbert R 


Cincinnati, 0. 


SUte Agent. 


MU. MechaniciT Ins. Co. 


Boom W. a. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Ass't Gen'l Agent. 


Hartford Fire Ins. Go. 


BortL W., 


Bellefontaine. Ohio 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Insurance Co. 


Bowers F. W., 


St. Louis, Mo.. 


State Agent. 


Phoenix Ins. Co., of Hartford. 


Boyd Horace W., 


Newcastle. Ind., 


Special Agent, 


Royal Ins. Co. 


Braddock E. M., 


New Lexington, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Queen Insurance Co. 


•Bradley C. B., 


New York City, 92 William St. 






Brain H., Jr., 


Chicago. lU., 159 La SaUe St., 


Special Agent, 


Dixie Fire Insurance Co. 


Brant J. A.. 


Minneapolis. Minn.. 


Inspector. 




Braunstein J. B., 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Phoenix Ins. Co., Hartford, Conn. 
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Briggi George W. 


Chicago, HI., 


Special Agent, 


North British ft MeroantOe Ins. Co. 


BrisBi N. E.. 


Chicago, 111., 


State Agent. 


North British ft MereaotUe Ins. Go. 


BriggsR.R. 


St. Paul, Minn., 


State Agent. 


WiUiamaburghatyIns.Co. 


Brooki Fred. S.. 


Detroit. Mich.. 502 Whitney 
Building 


General Adjuster. 




Brooks Herbert M., 


Springfield, Ohio. 


Special Agent, 


Germania Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Brooki John W. 


Chicago, 111., Rector Bldg., 


{ 


DeUware Ins. Co, 
ReUanoe Ins. Co. 


Brown Grant R., 


Salt Lake. UUh. 


Special Agent. 


Liverpool ft London ft Globe Ins. Co. 


tBrown J. Mabbett 


Madison. Wis., 


Inspector, 






St. Louis. Mo.. 


Special Agent. 


Pennsylvania Fire Ins. Co. 


Brown F. N., 


Grand Rapids. Mich. 


Special Agent. 


Caledonian Insurance Co. 


Brown John R., 


Rockford. m.. 


Special Agent. 


Ins. Co.. State of lUinois. 


Browne Roger E., 


Fargo. N. D.. 


Special Agent. 


Liverpool ft London ft Globe Ins. Co. 


Buck Fred. O'L. 


Denver. CoL. 


State Agent. 


Liverpool ft London ft Globe Ins. Co. 


Buck Randolph, 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent. 


Athis Assurance Co. 


Buckman Royal A. 


Denver. Colo., 


Special Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Bullard A. F., 


Chicago, 111., 171 La SaUe St., 


General Adjuster. 


Fred. S. James ft Co. 


Burke F. H., 


Batavia, IlL, 


State Agent. 




Burleigh W. a. 


Minneapolis. Mimu. 


Adjuster, 




Bums M. J.. 


Denver. CoL. P. 0. Box 1710 


Manager. 




Burroughs F. M., 


Chicago, 111., 205 La SaUe St., 


Manager Farm Branch, 


Phenix Insurance Co. 


Bush Henry W., 


Chicago. 111.. 


Manager. 


Fire Association. Phfla. 


Buflh J. B.. 


Kansas City. Mo. 


Special Agent. 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 


BusweU F. C. 


New York, 


Vice-President, 


Home Ins. Co. 


Cadman P. W.. 


Chicago, lU., 


Sup't of Agencies, 


Royal Ins. Co. 


Caldwell Charles 


Lincohi, Neb. 


Special Agent, 


Delaware ft Reliance Ins. Co.'s 


Caldwell David, 


Louisville, Ky.. 


Special Agent. 


Commeroial Union ft PaUtine Ins. Co.'s 


C^dwdl J. T.. 


Chicago. HI., 

R. 801-205 La Salle St., 


Inspector. 


MiUers National Ins. Go. 


Calhoun W. B., 


Milwaukee. Wis.. 


State Agent, 


Fire Association. 


CiUey E. J.. 


Chicago. 111. 189 La Salle St.. 


Special Agent. 


London Assurance Corporation 


Cameron P. F., 


Chicago, in.. 159 La Sane St., 


Cook County Manager. 


Niagara Insurance Co. 


Gamp' en E. T.. 


St. Louis. Mo.. 


President, 


American Central Ins. Co. 


Camt bell, S. F., 


Chicago, in.. 159 La SaUe St., 


Special Agent, 


Glens FaUs Insurance Co. 


Campbell Walter T., 


St. Louis. 112 North 4th St.. 


Local Agent, 




GvlideE.GH 


Chicago. nU 


Special Agent 


Springfield F. ft M.lDa. Go. 


Owlide Henry W. 


Chicago, in., 159 La SaUe St.. 


As^tGen'l Agent. { 


Ins.Co.ofNorthAmeriea. 


Oarpenter J. D^ 


Des Moines. la.. 


Special Agent, 


Queen Ins. Co. 


Gair J. H.. 


St. Louis. Mo.. 


Secretary. 


atiienalna.0o. 


Garter Chas. M.. 


Oklahoma aty.Okla.. 


State Agent. 


Hanover Ins. Co. 


Ctetwright a W. 


MinneapoUs. Minn.. 


Special Agent. 


Northern Assuranoe Co. 


Ganrer J. 0.. 


Detroit. Mich.. 


Special Agent. 


Uverpool ft London ft Globe Ins. Co. 


CaaeE.W.. 


Chicago, m.. 205 La SaUe St.. 


Special Agent. 


Liverpool ft London ft Globe Ins. Go. 


GasweU J. H.. 


New York. 


General Adjuster 


Germania Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Otte&E.. 


St Louis. Mo.. Pierce Bldg., 


State Agent. 


North British ft Mereantne Ins. Co. 


GaTanagh W. A.. 


Chicago, in., 171 La SaUe St.. 


Special Agent. 


London ft Lancashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Ins. Co. 


Chamberlin W. 0.. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


State Agent. 


Commercial Union Assurance Co.. Ltd. 
PaUtine Ins. Co Ltd. 


Chapin Ome W. 


Omaha, Neb., 411 Ware Block 


Special Agent, 


Sun Insurance OflSce 


Champlin Fred. M., 


Grand Rapids, Mich.. 


Special Agent, 


Ohio-German Ins. Co. 


Chapman E. F.. 


Detroit. Mich.. 


Inspector. 


Michigan Inspec Bureau. 


Chapman W. A., 


Chicago, in.. 


Assistant Manager 


Connecticut Fire Ins Co. 


Chubb William. 


Phfladelphia. Pa.. 


President, 


ReUanoe Ins. Co. 
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Church Fred. E., 


Owatonna, Minn.. 


Special Agent, 


National Union, Pittsburg, Pa. 


dark A. A.. 


Des Moines, Iowa, 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Ins. Co. of N. Y. 


aark C. C, 


Milwaukee, Wis. 


State Agent, 


Spring Garden Ins. Co.. PhUadelphia 


Clark Montgomery, 


MUwaukee, Wis., 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Clark R. C. 


Detroit, Mich., Box 362, 


Special .Agent, 


National Union Ins. Co. 


CUrkson H.. 


Topeka, Kan., . 


Manager. 


Advisory Rate and Map Bureau. 


Qauasen Carl, 


Kansas City, Mo., 


Special Agent 


London & Lancashire & Orient Ins. Cos. 


Clayton H. W., 


Troy, Ohio, 


State Agent. 


Germania Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 


aemona W. H., 


Cmcinnati, 0., 


Sp'l Ag't k Adj'r, 


Phenix Ins. Co. of N. Y. 


Clevdand Geo. W.. 


Cincinnati, 0.. 


Manager. 


Cincinnati Inspection & Rating Bureau. 


Cloud Jos. A.. 


Cincinnati, 0.. 


Special Agent. | 


Phoenix Assurance Co. 
Pelican Assurance Co. 


Clough Allen E., 


New York, 


Gen'l Adjuster, 


London Assurance. 


Cochran Samuel P.. 


Dallas. Texas 


General Agent, 


Trecevant A Cochran. 


Cofran J. W. G., 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Agent, 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co. 


Colbum Edgar L.. 


Des Moines, la., 


Special Agent, 


Fire Association, Phila. 


Coleman Geo. H. 


Chicago, 111., 169 Jackson St., 


Special Agent 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Collins B. F., 


Kansas City, Mo., 


Special Agent, 


Shawnee Insurance Co. 


Collins U.S.. 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Teutonia Ins. Co., N. 0. 


Colson H. W. 


Chicago, 111., 171 La Salle St. 


Manager, 


WaUa Walla Ins. Co. 


Colvin, Chaa. A., 


Indianapolis, 


State Agent, 


Phenix Insurance Co.. N. Y. 


Conklin Walter W. 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent, 


Queen Insurance Co., 


Cook Fred. L., 


Detroit, Mich., 






Corbett J. C, 


Chicago, 111., 


Ass't Manager, 


Northern Assurance Co. 


CorneU H. F.. 


Atlantic City, N. J., 


Managing Underwriter, 


Eastern Fire, Atlantic City, N. J. 


Corry C. D., 


Cleveland. 0., Park Bldg., 


Special Agent. 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co 


Coudrey H. M.. 


St. Louis, 1326 Pierce Bldg., 


General Agent, 


Star Ins. Co. of Louisville. 


Cowles B. K. Jr.. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Special Agent, 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co*. 


Cowles C. S., 


Merriam Park, Minn.. 


Special Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 


CrandanA.A.. 


St. Louis, Mo., 


Manager, 


Western Adjust. A Insp. Co. 


Crandall H. W., 


Merriam Park, Minn., 


Special Agent, 


Northern Ins. Co., N. Y. 


CrisweU B. F.. 


Topeka, Kan.. Columbia Bldg., 


State Agent, 


North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Cromer John B.. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 
2025 N. Ala. St. 


State Agent, 


Home Ins. Co. N. Y.. 


Crosley Geo. R., 


Ft. Madison. la.. 


Special Agent, | 


British America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Co. 


Crossan C. W., 


Keokuk, la., 


Manager, 


Iowa State Insurance Co. 


Crowell H. W.. 


Detroit. Mich. 

621 Hammond Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


London Assurance Corporation 


Quiver B. M.. 


Hartford. Conn., 


Ass't Agency Sup't., 


Scottbh Union & Nat'l Ins. Co. 


Cummings Chas. A., 


Peoria. 111., 


Special Agent, 


Michigan F. & M.. Detroit 


Cunningham Robt. M., 


Chicago, 111., 


General Agent, | 


German-American Ins. Co., Baltimore 
German Union Ins. Co., Baltimore. 


tCunningham J. L., 


Glens Falls, N.Y.. 


President, 


Glens Falls Ins. Co. 


Dale John F., 


Omaha, Neb., 


State Agent, 


Phoenix Ins. Co. of Hartford. 


DaUas W. I.. 


Omaha, Neb., 


Special Agent, < 


Phoenix Assurance Co. 
Pelican Assurance Co. 


Dalton Henry L., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Damkoehler Frank, 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Secretary, 


Concordia Insurance Co. 


Dana Francis, 


Chicago, 111.. 




Hartford Fire Ins. Co. 


Daniel Lewis F., 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Special Agent, 


Queen Ins. Co. 


Daniel T. R., 


Minneapolis, Mmn., 


State Agent, 


North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Daniel Wm. C. 


Columbus, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Daniels W. H., 


Chicago, 111., 171 La Salle St., 


Adjuster, 


Western Adjust A Insp. Co. 


Dargan J. T., 


Atlanta, Ga., 


President. 


Atlanta-Birmingham Fire Ins. Co. 


. Darlington Hart, ' 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Special Agent, 


Spring Garden Ins. Co. 


tHonorary Member. 
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Davies John K 


Racme, Wis., 


State Agent, 


MiaiL Ins. Co.. Hartford. 


Davis Chas. W., 


Chicago, 111., 159 La SaUe St., 


Special Agent, 


St. Louis Fire Insurance Co. 


Davis George P., 


Chicago, lU., 159 La Salle St., 


General Inspector, 


North British & MercantUe Ins. Co. 


tDavis John H. 


Wayne, Delaware Co., Pa. 






Day L. S., 


Chicago, III, 


Special Agent. 


Continental Ina. Co. 


De Camp Ja& M.. 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 


General Agent. 




De Forest E. F., 


York, Pa.. 


Western Gen'l Agent 


Farmers Fire Ins. Co., York. 


De Mott Howard, 


Hartford, Conn., 


Sup't Agencies. 


Hartford Ins. Co. 


De Roode Holger. 


Chicago, 111., 159 La SaUe St., 


General Agent. 


Lumber & Adirondack Ins. Cos. 


•De Veuve Jas. H. 


Seattle, Wash., Pioneer Bldg., 






De Witt Carroll L., 


Chicago. lU., 153 La SaUe St., 


General Agent, 


Newark Fire Insurance Co. 


Dean A. F.. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Ass't Manager. 


Springfield F. A M. Int. Co. 


Deans Wm., 


Portland, Ore., Corbett Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 


Deatrick C T., 


Columbus, Ohio, 


SUte Agent, 


Home Insurance Co. of N. Y. 


Delaney J. C, 


Perry, Okla., 


Special Agent. 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Delmege George J., 


Des Moines, Iowa 


President, 


Century Fire Ins. Co., Des Moines, la. 


Diebold Geo., 


Cincinnati. Ohio. 


Special Agent. 


National Union Fire Ins. Co., Pa. 


Diggens A. B., 


Springfield. Mo.. 


Special Agent, 


Fffemen's Fund Ins. Co. 


Dillon A. J. 


Rochester Ind.. 


State Agent. 


Continental Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Dinning A. H.. 


Chicago. 111.. 171 La Salle St.. 


Special Agent. 


WaUa Walla Fire Ins. Co. 


Dinsley F., 


Chicago, lU.. 205 La SaUe St. 




MUlers National Insurance Co. 


Dodd George W., 


St. Louis, 1224 Pierce Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool & London A Globe Ins. Co. 


tDowning J. F. 


Erie. Pa.. 


General Agent, 1 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Dox Chaa. E.. 


Chicago. lU.. 171 La Salle St., 


Manager. { 


London A Lancashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Insurance Co. 


Drake Frank M.. 


LouisviUe. Ky., Kenyon Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Insurance Co., New York. 


Dreihs John, 


Chicago. 111., 159 La SaUe St.. 


Special Agent 


Metropolitan Ins. Co. 


DriscoU A. K.. 


Omaha, Neb., 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Driscoll M. F.. 


Chicago, lU., 


General Agent. < 


Phoenix Assurance Co. 


Drumm W. I., 


Topeka, Kan., 


Special Agent, 


German-American Ins. Co. 


Dudley W. W. 


Chicago, lU., 125 Monroe St., 


Secretary, 


Governing Committee 


Duffey B. T 


Detroit, Mich.,319 Hammond 
Building 


State Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Dugan A. G., 


Chicago, lU., 


General Agent, 


Hartford Ins. Co. 


Dunlop Chaa. D. 


Providence, R. I., 


Vice-President, 


Providence-Washington Ins. Co. 


Dunning F. A., 


Chicago, 189 La SaUe St., 


Special Agent, 


R. J. 0. Hunter A Co. 


Dye J. 0., 


Columbus, 0., 
407 New First Nat.Bk Bldg. 


State Agent, 


German-American Ins. Co., N. Y. 


EaatonCL.. 


MUwaukee.Wis.. Box 155 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Ebbert Geo. G.. 


Chicago, 159 La SaUe St., 


Manager, 


Suburban Dep't Ins. Co., North America 


Eddy H. a. 


Chicago. lU., 


Resident Secretary. | 


Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Palatine Ins. Co.. Ltd. 


Edmonds J. F., 


Denver, CoL. 


Resident Secretary, | 


Conunercial Union Assurance Co^ Ltd. 
Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd. 


Eldridge Chaa. E., 


Topeka. Kan., 


Manager, 


The Kansas Fire Ins., Inspection office. 


Ellis Richard B., 


MUwaukee, Wis., 


Special Agent, 


Aachen A Munich Insurance Co. 


Ely Wm. L., 


Monroe City, Mo., 


Special Agent, | 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


England J. J. L., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co., England 


Engle Charles F., 


Winchester, Ind. 


Special Agent, 


MUwaukee Mechanics' Insurance Co. 


Engle John R.. 


Winchester, Ind., 


State Agent, 


Germania Insm-anoe Co., N. Y. 


Engleman C. P . 


Chicago, 159 La Salle St., 


Adjuster. 




Erion Frank L., 


Chicago. lU., 


Adjuster, 


Western Adjustment A Inspection Co. " 


Ealer R. B., 


DaUas, Texas, P. 0. Box 508 


Special Agent. 


Prussian National Ins. Co. 
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Chicago, Bl, 


Special Agent, 


National Fire Ins. Co.. Hartford. 


BwigGeo., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Secretary, 


Metropolitan Ins. Co.. Chicago. 


BuBtifl Truraan W.. 


Chicago, IlL 


General Agent 


Georgia Home Ins. Co. 


Evans Archibald G.. 


Lincoln, Neb., 


Special Agent, 


Continental Insurance Co., N. Y. 


ETan8A.N.. 


Columbus, Ohio, 


Special Agent. 


Equitable F. 4 M. Ins, Co. 


Faati John B., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Manager, 


North Western Under\^Titers Agency 


Fargo F. M., 


Chicago, 155 La Salle St.. 


Sup't Agencies, 


Washington Fire, of Seattle, Wash. 


Fargo H. B.. 


Jacksonville, lU.. 


Special Agent, 


dtisens Ins. Co. 


Faasold Frank 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent, 


Milwaukee Fire Ins. Co., Milwaukee 


Faymonvffle W. J.. 


Columbus, Ohio. 
R. 409, 33 North High St. 


Special Agent, 


Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 


•Fertig a T.. 


Colorado Springs. CoL. 


Local Agent. 


Lawton ft Fertig. 


Fidlar C. R., 


Chicago, 159 La SaUe St., 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Fish P. 0. 


Madison, Wis., 
German American Bldg., 


General Agent, 


Allemannia Insurance Co., Pa. 


Fisher G. M., 


Chicago. 159 La Salle St.. 


Secretary, 


Railway Underwriters. 


Fisher Walter I.. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Secretary, 


Minnesoto State Board. 


FitigeraldJohn. 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


State Ag't A Adj'r 


Providence-Washmgton Ins. Co. 


Fleming A- W. 


Dayton, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


National Ins. Co., Hartford, Conn. 


Fleming J. D.. 


MarshaU, Mo.. 


State Agent, 


Connecticut Fire Ins. Co. 


Fletcher T. R., 


Denver, Colo- 


Special Agent, 


Queen Insurance Co. 


Fort aw.. 


Kansas City, Mo.. 


State Agent, 


Home Ins. Co.. N.Y. 


FoeBGeo.B., 


Chicago, m, 


Special Agent, 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co. 


Fowler W. a. 


Chicago, m.. 


Special Agent 


German-American Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Fox F. Wager 


Chicago, 808 N.Y. Life Bldg., 


Inspector, 


Sun Insurance Office 


Frarier E. G., 


Chicago, 206 La Salle St., 


Special .\gent. 


Springfield F. & M. InsuranoelCo. 


Freeman Chas. S., 


Chicago, 159 La Salle St.. 


Special Agent, 


Union Ins. Co.. Philadelphia 


Freeman E. S., 


Omaha. Neb. 


Special Agent, 


Agricultural Ins. Co. 


Friedley H. H.. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 

46 North Pennsylvania St., 


Stote Agent, | 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Frink W. M., 


Decatur, III., 


Special Agent, 


Connecticut Insurance Co. Conn. 


Fulton W. H., 




State Agent, 


Fireman's Fund Ins. Co 


Funkhouser M. L. C. 


Chicago, lU., 159 La Salle St.. 


General Agent, 


German Fire Ins. Co., Phila. 


Furlong John P., 


Chicago. III.. 159 La Salle St., 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co. 


Gable Jease 0.. 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 1105 
Law Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Aachen & Munich Insurance'Co. 


Gadsden J. S.. 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Agent, 


iEtna Ins. Co. of Hartford. 


Gallagher, Thoa. E. 


Chicago, 159 La Salle St., 


General Agent, 


^tna Ins. Co. of Hartford. 


Gaukler. Francis 0., 


Detroit, Mich.. 


Special Agent 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Gantart F. A., 


Indianapolis, 46 N. Penn. St., 


Special Agent. 


British American & Western Ass. Cos. 


Gerow Wynn C. 


Kalamazoo, Mich., 


Special Agent 


Scottish Union & Nat'l Ins. Ca 


Gibb8H.M., 


Baltimore, Md., 
715 American Building, 


Special Agent. 


German-American. 


GUbert A. C, 


Detroit, Mich., 90 Griswold St., 


Special Agent < 


London & Lancashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Ins. Co. 


Gilbert a B., 


Chicago, IU„ 153 La SaUe St., 


Vice-President. 


Calumet Insurance Co. of Chicago. 


Gill Geo. a, 


Quincy, 111., 


Inspector. 




Gilmore B. J.. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent, 


German-American Ins. Co., N. Y. 


GUddenH.H.. 


Chicago. IlL. 


Manager. 


Chicago Underwriters Ass'n. 


GoebelJ.W.. 


Bellefontaine, 0., 


Special Agent. 


Hanover Insurance Co.. N. Y. 


Goflf E. L.. 


PhUadelphia, Pa.. 


Secretary. 


Spring Garden Ins. Co. 


Golden W. K. 


MUwaukee, Wis., 


Special Agent. 


Atlas Ins. Co., 2nd Ward Bank Bldg. 


Gooch Robert E.. 


aeveland, 0., 


Secretary. 


Western IReserve Ins. Co. 


Good Chas. W., 


Chicago, 159 La Salle St. 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Insurance Co. 


Goodloe T. M., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


Goodman E. H., 


Omaha, 411 Ware Blk.. 


Special Agent 


Northern Assurance Co.. England. 


Goodwin Wm. B. 


Columbus, 0.. 35i N. High, 


State Agent, 


Aetna Insurance Co., Hartford 


Gordon Fred F., 


MUwaukee, Wis. 


Special Agent, { 


American Lis. Co. of N. J. 
Security Insurance Co. 


Gordon Samuel T., Jr., 


Kansas City, Mo., 


Special Agent 


Equitable F. & M. Insurance Co. 


Gordon W. A., 


VaUey Qty, N..D. 


Secretary 


North-Westcm Nat. Fire Ins. Co. 


Gorham Chas. N.. 


Chicago, 4646 Prairie Ave. 


State Agent. 


American, N. J. 


Gosnell Joe. H.. 


Minneapolis, Minn 


Special Agent 


Insurance Co. of North America. 


Graham 0. J., 


Des MoineSk Iowa, 


Special Agent, 


Des Moines Ins. Co. 


Graham Wm. A., 


Omaha, Neb., 


Special Agent, 


Germania Ins. Co., New York. 


Gray George B. 


Fond du Lac, Wis., 


Special Agent 


Continental Ins. Co., New York. 


tGrayH.P.. 


Riverside, Cal., 1257 Orange St. 






Gray J. H., 


Columbus, 0.. 35 N. High St., 


State Agent, 


North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Greely Otto E. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Adjuster. 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Greene F. M., 


Minneapolis, Minn.,P.O.Box81 


Special Agent. 


Citiaens Ins. Co., St. Louis, Mo. 


Greene W. E., 


Detroit, Mich., 




Home Telephone Co. 


Greer Robt. C, 


Chicago, 111., 


Manager, 


R'y Dept.. Burrows Marsh' A'McL. Co. 


Greer W. J.. 


New York. 46 Cedar St., 


General Manager 


(Gen'l Adjust. Bureau) 


GrenA.R.. 


Minneapolis, Mmn., 


Special Agent, | 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Griffith J. H., 


Chicago, 184 La Salle St., 


Special A'gt A Adj'r.. 


National American Insurance Co. 


Griffiths J. a Jr.. 


St. Louis. Mo., 
Pierce kldg.. 


Special Agent, | 


Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd 
Palatine Insurance Co.. Ltd. 


Grim R. W., 


Columbus, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Royal Exchange. 


Grupe A. H., 


Kansas City, Mo., 




c/o Simpson 4 Groves Agency. 


Grupe L. W., 


Indiana Trust Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co., England 


Gund F. M., 


Freeport, III, 


General Agent, 


Williamsburgh City. 


Haas Geo. E., 


Chicago, 111., m La Salle St., 


Aas't Manager, 


Atlas Insurance Co. 


Haas J. Quincy, 


St. Paul, Minn., 


State Agent, 


Rochester German Ins. Co. 


Haggarty W. J^ 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Special Agent, 


Fire Association, Phihi. 


Haight A. W. 


Chicago, 111.. 


Secretary, 


Calumet Fire Ins. Co. 


HaU Arthur S.. 


Chicago. 171 La Salle St., 


Special Agent. 


WaUa Walla Ins. Co., WaUa WalIa,Wa8h 


HaU Theo. D. 


Detroit, Mich., 


Ass't Manager, 


Michigan Inspection Bureau. 


Hamlin Lee J. 


Omaha, Neb.. 301 Merch'ts 
Nat'l Bank 


Special Agent, 


Home Ins. Co., New York. 


Halle E.G.. 


Chicago, lU., 


Manager. 


Germania Fire Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Hannan Geo. H., 


Chicago, 159 La Salle St., 




Niagara Fire Ins. Co., Chicago. 


Hanrahan John, 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co, 


Hanson Jno. A., 


St. Paul, Minn. 


State Agent, 


Milwaukee, Mechanics Insurance Co. 


Harding A. J., 


Chicago, III., 


Manager. 


Springfield F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Hardy Chas. F., 


Topeka, Kan. 


State Agent, 


Hartford Ins. Co. 


Hardy H B., 


California, Mo., 




Queen Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Harford W. P.. 


Omaha, Neb., 


Ass't Manager. 


iEtna Ins. Co., Hartford. 


Harrison W. H., 


DesMoines Iowa 


Special Agent, 


National of Hartford, Conn. 


Harsch George W., 


Fargo, N. D., 


State Agent, 


North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Hart H. B., 


Memphis, Tenn., 


General Adjuster. 




♦Harvey Geo M. 


Chicago. 159 La Salle St., 


General Agent, 


t 


Harvey R. D^, 


NewYork City 92 William St. 


Aas't U. S. Manager, 


Royal Exchange. 


Haselton F. C, 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent. 


Northern Assurance Co. 


HaskeU Frank J. 


Omaha, Neb., 


Special Agent. 


State Ins. Co., Nebraska. 


Hat6eld S. K^ 


Peoria, 111., 


Adjuster, { 


Security Insurance Co., New Haven. 
American Ins. Co., N. J. 


Hathom Frank E.. 


Des Moines, Iowa, 


State Agent, 


Hanover Ins. Co. 


Hawxhurst M. M., 


Detroit, 621 Hammond Bid., 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Insurance Co. 
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NAME 



Hawxhurst W. F., 

tHayes Geo. W., 
Hayes J. J.. 
Head N. S.. 
Heaford H. H., 
Heath T. S., 
Hebgen Arthur F., 
Hecox Charles L., 
Heffeman F. J.. 
Heffley Chas. 0., 

Heller George, Jr. 

Henderson, S. J. 

Hendrix J. N., 
Hendry John E., 
Henry W. B., 
Herbert Thoe. P. 
Herman Frank G.. 
Herman W . H», 
Hewitt J. Lawrence 
Heywood H. B., 
Higbee W. E., 
Higley Chaa. W.. 
Higley W. M., 
Hilbert Carl E., 
HOdreth L. E., 
HiU Herbert C, 
Hill W. E., 
Hilton J. M.. 

Hinckley K H.. 

Hitchcock E. M., 
Hitchcock W. E.. 
Bobbins J. N., 
Hobbins James R., 
Hofifman Harry G.. 
Hoit W. E., 
Holden W. Frank. 
tHollinahead C S., 
Holtfodt F. R.. 
Holton George W. 
HooTO' John. 
House Geo. H., 
Hoskins F. S., 
Hosmer R. C. 
Howe H. L, 
Howe R. F., 
HoweU H. R., 
Hug Wm. P.. 
Hubbard Fred. A., 
Hubbard S. S., 
Hubble Henry James, 
Hubble J. W.. 



ADDRESS 



Detroit. 82 Griswold St.. 

Milwaukee. Wis. 
Chicago, 111., 
Minneapolis, Mkin. 
Chicago, 159 La Salle St., 
Denver, Colo., 
Milwaukee, Wis., 
Chicago, lU., Rector Bldg., 
St. Louis, Mo., 
Logansport, Ind., 

MUwaukee, Wis., 434 WeUs Big. 

Omaha, Neb., 

Room 3 N. Y. Life Bldg: 

Wheeling, W. Va., 

Chicago, 111., 159 La Salle St., 

Kansas City, Mo., 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mattoon, 111., 

Cleveland, Ohio, 

Chicago, 205 La Salle St., 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

Chicago,I11..4807 Madison Ave , 

Chicago, HI., 

Minneapolis, Minn., 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

Chicago, ni., 

Boston, Mass., P. 0. Box 1983 

Des Moines, la. 

Chicago, IlL, 

Kalamazoo, Mich., 

Northfield, Minn., 

Omaha, Neb., 

Pittsburgh, 

Madison, Wis., 

Mt. Sterling, Ky., 

Detroit, Mich., 

Kansas aty, 613 Mass. Bldg. 

Philadelphia, Pa.. 

Chicago, IlL, 

Des Moines, Iowa, 

Dayton, Ohio, 

Saginaw, Mich., 

Cleveland,0.,401CitizensBldg., 

Chicago, 159 La Salle St., 

Winona, Minn., 

Lincoln, Neb., 

Des Moines, Iowa, 

Milwaukee, Wis., 

Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, IlL, 

Rockford, lU., c.o. F. L.Tritle 

Jacksonville, lU., 



TITLE 



Special Agent, 

Special Agmt, 
Special Agent, 
General Adjuster, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Supt. Agencies, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

State Agent, 
General Agent, 
Adjuster, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent 
Local Agent. 
General Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Adjuster, 
General Adjuster. 
Adjuster, 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
General Agent 

Special Agent, 

President, 

Special Agent, 

State Agent, 

Special Agent 

Inspector. 

Manager, 

Special Agent & Adj'r., 

Inspector. 

Inspector, 

President, 

Special Agent, 

.Wt Gen'l Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Inspector, 

State Agent, 



COMPANY 



Commercial Union Assuranc. Co 
Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd. 



Ltd 



Equitable F. & M. Insurance Co. 
Franklin Fiee Insurance Co., Pa. 
Phoenix Ins. Co. of Hartford. 
Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 

Delaware & Reliance. Ins. Cos. 

Scottish Union & National Ins. Co. 

Westchester Fire Insurance Co. 

Insurance Co., North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 

Insurance Co. North America, Phila. 

Insurance Co. North America, Phila. 
Southern Ins. Co., New Orleans. 
Phenix Ins. Co., New York. 
Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 
Northern Insurance Co., N. Y. 
Spring Garden Ins. Co. 
Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co 
Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 

Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 
Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 
Orient Insurance Co. 
Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 

London Assurance Society, England. 

Sun Insurance Office. 

London & Lancashire. Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Insurance Co. 

American Fire Insurance Co., Pa. 

Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Go. 

Prussian National Ins. Co. 

Ohio German Ins., Co., Toledo, Ohio 

Dixie dc North State Ins. Co. 

Policy Holders Service <fc Adjust' t Co. 

Spring Garden Ins. Co. 

Union Insurance Co., Philadelphia. 

Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 

Phoenix Ins. Co., Conn. 

London & Lancashire Fire Ins. Cc. 

Orient Insurance Co. 

Home Ins. Co., of New York* 
Shawnee Fire Ins. Co. 
South. Minn. Inspec. Bureau. 
Lincoln Inspection Bureau. 
Hawkeye Ins. Co., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 
Hanover (lie Insurance Co., 
Hunter R. J. 0. A Co. 

Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


Hubble John P., 


Chicago, 111., 


City Manager. 


National Insurance Co. 


Hubble L. J., 


Monmouth 111. 


Local Agent. 




Hudler Howard, 


Chicago, m., 


Special Agent, 


Girard Ins. Co.. Pa. 


Huff H. M., 


Chicago, 1248 Jackson Boulv. 


Special Agent, 


Northwestern F. & M. Ins. Co. 


HuffWinfieldS.. 


Columbus, Ohio, 


Sec'y A Treas.. 


Columbus Fire Underwriters' Ass'n. 


Huggard R. T. 


Columbus, 0., 


Special Agent, 


Springfield F. A M. Ins. Co. 


Hughes W. C, 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Supt. Agencies 


Concordia Ins. Co. 


Hunter George G. 


Des Moines, Ibwa, 


President, 


Des Moines Fire Ins. Co., Des Moines. 


♦Hunter R. H.. 


Chicago, IlL, 31 Madison Park 






Hurd E. R.. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Special Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Hutchinson C. W. 


Menominee, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Calumet Ins. Co., Chicago. 


Hyde J. R.. 


Woodstock. 111., 


State Agent, 


F. & M. Ins. Co., Dubuque, Iowa. 


Ingalls C. T. 


Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 


Manager, 


Okla. & Ind. Terr. Insp. Bureau 


Ingalls H. H. 


Chicago, 111., 153 La Salle St., 


Special Agent, 


WiUiamsburgh Gty Ins. Co. 


Ingram John C, 


Chicago, IlL, 


Ass't Manager. 


German-American Insurance Co., N. Y 


Irish J. Floyd. 


Hammond, Ind., 


Inspector, 




Irvin E. C, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


President. 


Fire Association. 


Jacobs Wm. F.. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Adjuster. 


With A. Loeb & Son. 


James W. P., 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


Special Agent, 


Nafl. Fire Ins. Co.. Hartford. 


Janvier Chas. 


New Orleans, La., 


President, 


Sun Insurance Co.. N. 0. 


t Jesaop R. N.. 


Fairfield. IlL. 


Special Agent, 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Jessup A. L., 


Denver, Colo., 


Secretary, 


Imperial Fire Ins. Co., Denver, Colo. 


JeweU E. W., 


Chicago, 111., N. Y. Life Bldg.. 


State Agent, 


Atlas Assurance Co. 


Johnson Oliver E., 


Erie. Pa., 


Special Agent. 


Ins. Co. of North America. 


Johnson S. J., Jr., 


Chicago, 315 Dearborn St., 


Special Agent, 


Providence- Washington Insurance Co. 


Johnson Jas. J., 


Chicago, m., 


Special Ag-t & Adj'r, 


Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 


Johnson W. N.. 


Erie. Pa.. 


Ass't Gen'l Agent. | 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Johnston Jas. C. 


San Francisco, Cal., 


Manager, 


Alliance Ins. Co. 


Jones A. W., 


Columbus. 85 North High St., 


Special Agent, 


New Hampshire Insurance Co. 


Jones David E., 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Special Agent, 




Jones Frank H., 


Springfield, III., 


Special Agent, 


^tna Insurance Company. 


Jones Frank M., 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Sun Ins. OflSce of London. 


Jones N. B., 


Detroit, Mich., 
530 Penobscott Bldg 


Special Agent, 


Sprmg Garden Insurance Co., Phila. 


Joseph James F., 


New York City, 23 Liberty St. 


Vice-Prest. & Gen'l Mgr., 


Commonwealth Insurance Co. 


Julian N.T., 


Columbus, Ohio, 


General Agent, 


Agricultural Insurance Co. 


Keeler Edwin A., 


Columbu8,O.,207-32 N.HighSt. 


Special Agent [ . 


Lincoln, Neb. 


tKeeler N. E.. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


General Agent, 


/Etna Insurance Co. 


Keith Chas. A., 


Chicago. III., 


Special Agent. 


National Fire Insurance Co.. Hartford. 


KcUey Chas. A., 


Terre Haute. Ind.. 


Special Agent. 


St. Paul F. & M. Insurance Co. 


KeUy W. P 


South Bend, Ind. 


Inspector, f 


South Bend & Mishawka Board of 
Underwriters. 


tKelsey Benjamin, 


Indianapolis. Ind. 


Retired. 




Kelsey H. N.. 


Chicago, 111.. 


Manager. 


Sun Insurance Office. 


KelseyJo8.A.. 


New York. 


Manager. 


Aachen & Munich Fire Insurance Co. 


Kelsey Preston T., 


Chicago. 111.. 


Ass't Manager. 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Kemp Archibald, 


Chicago, IlL.Monadnock Bldg. 


Gen'l Adjuster, 


Northern Assurance Co. Eng. 


Kemp H. E. G.. 


Oshkosh. Wis., 


Special Agent, 


Scottish Union & National Ins. Co. 


Kemp J. Sterling, 


Chicago, Rector Building, 


Special Agent, 


Delaware A Reliance Ins. Co. 


Kemp 0. C, 


Chicago, 111. 


Manager. • | 


Delaware Insurance Co. 
Relianjce Insurance Co. 


Kessberger Geo. P.. 


Detroit,Mich., 

626 Trumbull Ave. 


State Agent 


Milwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


KiddCha8.D.. 


Dayton. Ohio, 


Special Agent. 


Delaware ft ReUance Ins. Cos. 


Kimmerly P. G., 


Toronto. Ontario, 


Ass't Secretary 


British America Assurance Co. 


KingN.S. 


Cincinnati, 0.,c/o A. W. 
ScheU ft Co., 4th and Walnut, 


Adjuster. 


Hartford Fire Insunmoe Co. 


KingW.H.. 


Chicago, m.. 159 La Salle St., 


Special Agent 


Georgia Home Ins. Co. 


Kinney W. H., 


Springfield, m.. 


Adjuster. 


PhenixIn8.Co.N.Y. 


Kirby J. O'Brien. 


Grand Haven, Mich.. 


Special Agent 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 


KirbyJ.H., 


Grand Haven, Mich., 


Special Agent. 


Hamburg-Bremen Ins. Co. 


Kline G. EL. 


Chicago. III. 


Manager, 


Continental Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Kline Paul. 


Baltimore, Md., 






tKlumlLL., 


Hawesville, Ky. 






Knapp John E.. 


Jacksonville. 111.. 


Special Agent 


Liverpool ft London ft Globe Ins. Co. 


Knigti«:ftTi p. H., 


Hannibal Mo.. 


Special Agent 


German-American Insurance Co., N. Y 


tKnowlesCW., 


Albany. N.Y.. 


Manager. | 


Insurance Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Knudt6on John 


Eau Qaire, Wis.. 


Special Agent, { 


Ncrthwestem F. ft M. Ins. Co., 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Koeckert Fred. W., 




Special Agent. 


Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Koett C. B., 


Ottumwa, Iowa, 


Special Agent 




•Kreismann F. H., 


St Louis, Mo., 


Local AgentCentury Bldg. 




Krueger Chaa. W., 


Omaha, Neb., 


Special Agent 


New Hampshire Ins. Co. 


U Brandc G. W., 


St Paul, Minn.. 


Inspector. 




LameyH.T.. 


Denver. CoL,!JJ 2a/' 


Manager. { 


British America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Co 


Lane 0. E., 


Denver. Colo. BQftiLL'C i 


State Agent [ 


Scottish Union ft Nat'l Ins. Co. 
400 Mercantile Bldg. 


Lannore James M., 


Anderson, Ind., 


Special Agent 


Norwich Union Fire Ins. Society Eng. 


LaRoee S. M.. 


Chicago, lU.. 159 La Salle St.. 


Special Agent 


N. Y. Underwriters' Agency. 


Laaher C. D., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent 


Home Insurance Co., New York. 


Law (Charles G.. 


Chicago, lU.. 


Special Agent 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Law Geo. W., 


Chicago. IlL. 


Manager. 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Law Louis L., 


Minneapolis, Minn., 

516 N. Y. Life Bldg., 


Special Agent. | 


Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 


♦Lee Frederick W.. 


NewYork City, 3440 Broadway 






Lee John B., Jr., 


Minneapolis,Minn., OneidaBldg. 


Adjuster, 




Lee J. Cm 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Special Agent 


New Hampshire Fire Insurance Co, 


Leach Walter C, 


Chicago, 111.. 


General Agent ■ \ 


Norwich UniontFire Ins. Society. 
Indemnity FireJIns. Co.. N. Y. 


LeischaW., 


Chicago. IlL. 


Special Agent 


Westchester Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Lenehan J. H.. 


Chicago. IlL. 


General Agent 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Lent Loui A.. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


Special Agent 4 Adj'r. 


Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Co. 


Lerch W. L., 


Chicago, 111.. 


2d Ass't Manager, 


German-American Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Lermit G. H.. 


Chicago, MonadnocklBldg., 


Manager, 


Northern Assurance Co.. England 


Letton Harold W.. 


Chicago. III. 


Ass't Manager, 


Prussian National Insurance Co. 


Letton T. W^ 


Chicago. IlL. 


Manager, 


Prussian National Insurance Co. 


Lewis L J.. 


Chicago, lU., 


Local Ag't &:Adj'r. 




Lidster R. E.. 


Chicago, 315 Dearborn St., 


Ass't Manager, | 


Phoenix Assurance Co. 
Pelican Assurance Co. 


LiUie A.E., 


Avon, 111.. 


Special Agent, 


WiUiamsburgh City Ins. Co. 


Littie F. W., 


Pleasant HiU. Mo.. 


Special Ag't & Adj'r, 


Glens Falls Insurance Co. 


Little F.W.. Jr. 


Omaha. Neb.. 


Special Agent 


Glens Falls Insurance Co. 


Littlejohn W. J., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Manager, 


North British ft Mercantile Ins. Ca 


Livingston J. K., 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent 


Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Co. 


Loomis C. R., 


Painesville, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Aetna Insurance Co., Hartford 


Long G. Gordon, 


Charleston, W. V., 


Special Agent, 


Aetna Insurance Co., Hartford. 


Lots Fred W., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Manager. 


Westchester Fire Insurance Co., N. Y. 
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ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


Loudon H. IL. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


State Agent. 


Liverpool ft London A Globe Ins. Co. 


Loudon W. S., 


Philadelphia.Pa.,415WahiutSt. 


Special Agent, 


Norwich, Union Fire Society. 


Lore A. J^ 


Omaha. Neb., 


Special Agent. 


Glens Falls Insurance Co. 


LorejoyG«aM., 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 


General Agent. 


Phoenix Insurance Co., Hartford. 


LowCF., 


New Orleans, La.. 


Ass't Secretary. 


Liverpool & London ft Globe Ins. Co. 


Lowe B. J., 


Kalamazoo, Mich., 


Inspector. 


Michigan Inspection Bureau. 


Lowe N. C, 


Jackson, Mich., 


Inspector. 




Lowry W. D.. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 


Stete Agent. 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Luce Fred. B.. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent. 


Phoenix Insurance Co., Hartford. 


Luce Howard V.. 


Lansing, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


LucusJ.a. 


Nashville, Tenn., 


Special Agent. 


Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Ludlow Henry. 


Oklahoma City, Okl., 

908 West 16th Street, 


State Agent, 


Insurance Co. North -\merica, Phila. 


Lundy F. K., 


Williamsport, Pa., 


Local Agent, 


c/o A. D. Lundy & Co. 


Lyon J. Edgar, 


St. Louis, 1133 Pierce Bldg., 


Special Agent. 


St. Louis Fire Insurance Co. St. Loub 


MacEnaney L. S.. 


Chicago, 159 La SaJle St., 


General Agent, 


Dixie Fire Insurance Co. 


Macfarlane J. H.. 


Chicago, 153 La Salle St., 


Special Agent. 


Newark Fire Ins. Co., Newark, N. J. 


Machan R. D., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 
128 E. Market St., 


Special Agent, 


Michigan Commercial Ins. Co. 


Mackintosh R. E., 


Des Momes, Iowa. 


SpL Agt. & Adjuster. 


Pennsylvania Fire Ins. Co.. Philadel. 


Magill Henry P., 


Chicago, 111., 184 La Safle St., 


General Agent, 


Louisville Ins. Co. 


Main Geo. a. 


Minneapolis, Mum., 


State Agent, | 


Ins. Ca of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Main W. K, 


Madison, Wis., 


General Agent, 


Hamilton Fire Ins. Co. 


MaJoncy A. A., 


Kansas City, Mo., 


State Agent, 


Continental Insurance Co. 


Mann Charles E.. 


Chicago, 111.. 189 La Salle St., 


Special Agent, 


Lumbermen's & Mechanic's Ins. Co. 


Mannen Frank A.. 


Minneapolis, Minn., R. 518, 
N. Y. Life Building. 


Special Agent. 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 


Manaon L. B.. 


Louisville. Ky.. 


State Agent. 


iEtna Insurance Co. 


March Geo. K.. 


Hillsdale. Mich.. 


Special Agent, 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 


Mariner W. E., 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Manager. 


Western Adjustment & Insp. Co. 


Markhus Wm. T.. 


Willmar, Minn., 


Special Agent, 


Providence-Washington Ins. Co. 


MarahaU John, Jr., 


Chicago, DL, 


Manager, 


Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 


MarshaU Jamea, 


Omaha, Neb., 


Special Agent, 


Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 


Martin C. a, 


Kansas City, Mo.. 


Special Agent, | 


Norwich Union Fire Ins. Society. 
Indemnity Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Martin H. a. 


Indianapolis. Ind., 


Secretary, 


Indianapolis Fire Insivance Co. 


Martin. P. B., 


Springfield, Ohio. 






Martin John R. 


Columbu8.0., 205 Schults Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Continental Fire Insurance Co. 


Mather John M., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Mathews A. C, 


Indianapolis. Ind.. 


Special Agent, | 


Ins. Co, of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Matt H. B., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


State Agent, 


American Central Ins. Co., St. Louis 


Mavon J. A., 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Glens Falls Ins. Co. 


Maxfield E.G., 


Superior, Wis.. 


Surveyor, 


Fire Underwriters' Association. 


Maxwell Wm. K.. 


Lincob, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 


Mayer F.J. Alex., 


Port-land, Ore., Failing Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Fire Association. Phila. 


McAnaUy F. T., 


Kankakee, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Continental Insurance Co., N. Y. 


McCabe Chas. R., 


Chicago, 159 U SaUe St., 


Special Agent, 


Agricultural Insurance Co. 


McCabe Frank J.. 


Chicago, 111., 


Spedal Agent, 


Fire Association, Phila. 


McConkey R K., 


York, Pa., 


Secretary, 


Farmers Fire Ins. Co., York. 


McCormick Chas. L., 


Chicago, 159 La SaUe St.. 


Special Agent 


Western Ins. Co., Pittsburg, Pa. 


McCotter a A.. 




Secretary, 


Grain Dealers' Nat'l Mut. Fire Ins. Co 
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ADDRESS 
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COMPANY 



McGullough R. G.. 

McCuUough W. E., 

MoEUione F. H.. 

McGregor P. D., 

Mclntyrc Robt J.. 

MoLeran J. B.. 
McMahon G. P.. 
McMiUan L. S., 
McOmber Fred T.. 
McSween J. F. , 

Medbury Robt. F.,1 

Meeker C. G., 
Meeker Robt. K., ' 
Meinel Edward, 

Meinel F. A., 

Meyer A. J., 

MUes. RiddeU 
Miller A. F., 
♦Miller C. N., 
Miller Herman, 
MiUer H. H.. 
Mink Wallace. 
Minty Harry E., 
Monroe A. R., 
tMoody L. D., 
Moore Ernest L., 
Moore Geo. H. 
Moore M. S., 

Moran James M., 

Morgan D. C, 

Morgan Stuart 
Morin George A., 
Mosher S. P., 
Mott Geo. C, 

Mowry George A., 

Mueller G., 

Mullen C. D., 

Munn Clarke J., 

Munns Wm. H. A., 
Murray H. W., 
Murray, John M., 
Myers Wilson C, 
Nelson John H., 
Neuberger Jno. M., 
tNeuberger J. M., 
Neunan H. L., 



Indianapolis, Ind., 

Milwaukee, Free Press Bldg., 

Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, 111.. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 

Duluth, Minn., P. 0. Box 447 
Detroit, Mich.. 
Chicago, 171 La SallelSt., 
Ann Arbor, Mich., 
Omaha, Neb., 

Detroit, Mich., 

Sycamore, IL, 

St.Louis, 315 Frisco Bldg., 

New York City 84, William St 

Chicago, 111., 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

Toledo, 0., 

BeUeville, 111., 

Fayetteville, Ark., 

Waterloo, Iowa, 

Omaha. 1320 Farnum St., 

Chicago, 111., 5248 CalumetAv 

Kansas City, Mo. 

Chicago, 111., 

Indianapolis, Ind. 

LaFayette, Ind. 

Chicago, 111., 

Terre Haute, Ind. 

Chicago, 111., 
275 S. Western Ave. 

Columbus, Ohio, 
811 Brunson Bldg., 

Detroit, Mich., "The Lenox" 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

Tulsa. Oklahoma. 

St. Paul, Minn., 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

522AndrusB'ld'g 

Los Angeles, Cal. 
R. 302, Wright <fe CaU. Bldg. 

Omaha, Neb.. 

Milwaukee, Wis., 
38 University Bldg. 

Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, 153 La Salle St., 

Chicago, 111., 

Ottawa, 111., 

Madison, Wis., 

Columbus, Ohio, 

Chicago, 111., 

Indianapolis, Ind., 



Special Agent, 

State Agent, -j 

Manager, 

Manager, 

Special Agent, 

Inspector. 
State Agent, 
Adjuster. 
Special Agent, 
State Agent, 

State Agent, I 

State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Agency Sup't, 

\3a'i Manager, | 

Special Agent, | 

Special Agent, 

Secretary and Manager, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Ass't Manager, 



Ass't Secretary, 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
State Agent, 

State Agent, 

Special Agent. 

Secretary, 

Adjuster, 

Special Agent, 
General Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent. 
Special Agent, 
General Agent, 
Special Agent, 



Franklin Insurance Co. 

Delaware & Reliance & Rochester 
German Insurance Cos. 

Fireman's Fund Ins. Co. 

Queen Ins. Co. 

Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 



Michigan F. & M. Ins. Co. 

Liverpool & London & Globe Ina. Co. 

Franklin Fire Insurance Co., Pa. 

Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 

Concordia Fire Ins. Co. 

Seaboard Ins. Co. 

F. S. James & Co. 

London & Lancashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Insurance Co., Hartford. 

Delaware Ins. Co. 
Reliance Ins. Co. 

i5pnug Garden Ins. Co., Pa. 

Iowa Manufacturers Ins. Co., Waterloo. 
Queen Insurance Co., N. Y. 
Ins. Co. of the State of Illinois. 
Queen Insurance Co. 
Queen Insurance Co. 



Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 
New Hampshire Ins. Co. 

Nat'l Union Ins. Co., Pittsburg. 

Rochester German Ins. Co. 

Agricultural Insurance Co. 
Caledonian Assurance Co. 
Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 
N. Y. Underwriters Agency. 

German-American Fire Ins. Co., N.Y. 

Northern Assurance Co. 

Columbus Fire Ins. Co., Omaha. 

Western Adjustment <fe Inspection Co. 

Equitable F. & M. Ins. Co. 
Aachen & Munich Fire Ins. Co. 
Aachen & Munich Ins. Co. 
Hanover Insurance Co., N. Y. 
Indianapolis Fire Insurance Co. 
Atlas Assurance Co. 
Atlas Assurance Co. 
Millers' National Ins. Co. 



♦Associate Member. 
tHonorary Member. 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


Newburger Jas. M., 


Chicago, 159 La Salle St., 


Manager, 


Scottish National Ins. Co. 


Nevins W. S., 


Kansas City, Mo., 


State Agent. 


Hanover Fire Ins. Co. 


Nicholson, Roy L., 


Milwaukee. Railway Ex. Bldg. 


Special Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Noble Louis R., 


Mattoon, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Phoenix Assurance Co., London. 


Nolte H. A., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Secretary, 


Milwaukee Fire Ins. Co. 


Norse J. F., 


Chicago, m., 189 La SaUe St., 


Special Agent, 


Northwestern Nat'l Ins. Co., Milwaukee 


O'Brien Eugene G., 


Grand Haven, Mich , 


Special Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


O'Brien J. W., 


Grand Haven, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Home Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Ockenga R. P., 


Freeport, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Williamsburgh City, N. Y. 


Odell I. H., 


Evansville, Ind., 


Special Agent, 


Connecticut Fire Insurance Co. 


Odell H. N.. 


Evansville, Ind., 


Special Agent, 


Connecticut Fu* Insurance Co. 


OdeU R. S., 


Chicago, 111., 


State Agent, 


Phenix Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Olds A. C, 


Chicago, lU., 


Pacific Coast Manager, 


Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Olinger E. E., 


Topeka, Kan., 


Special Agent, 


Providence- Washington Ins." Co. 


Osborne H. L., 


Wichita, Kana., 


Special Agent, 


St Paul F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Packard John H., Jr., 


New York, 84 William St., 


Agency Secretary 


London Assurance Corporation. 


Page Wm. E.. 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent, 


German-American Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Paine Herbert D., 


Decorah, la., 


Special Agent, 


Continental Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Pamter Denton H., 


Topeka Kan., 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool & London A Globe Ins. Co. 


tPalmer H. E., 


Omaha, Neb., 


Local Agent. 




Parker Louis H., 


Chicago, m.. 


General Agent, 


Svea Assurance Co. 


Parsons H. C, 


Chicago, 171 La SaJle St. 


Adjuster, 


Western Adjustment & Inspection Co. 


Parsons J. Lester, 


New York City, 95 William St. 


General Agent, 


North River Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Parsons R. L., 


New York City, 




Care of Northern Ins. Co., New York. 


Patton Chas. H., 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


Manager, 


Cleveland Inspection Bureau 


Paul John B., 


Chicago, 111., 159 La SaUe St., 


Inspector. 


Chicago Board of Underwriters 


Penfield Fred. S., 


Portland Oregon, 


Sup't Agencies, 


Germania Ins. Co., New York. 


Perry A. W., 


St. Paul, Minn. 


Secretary, 


St. Paul F. A M. Insurance Co. 


Perry Wilber D.. 


Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Special Agent, | 


Insurance Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Persch C. F., 


Chicago, 111., 

1237 1st Nafl Bank Bldg. 


Secretary, 




Phelps KS.. 


Burlington, Iowa, 


State Agent, { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Phillips Frank A., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent, { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


PhUlips H. 0. 


Indianapolis, Ind, 


State Agent, 


Hanover Fire Ins. Co. 


Pierce C. W., 


Chicago, 315 Dearborn St., HI. 


Special Agent, 


Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd., & Com'l Union. 


Pinkney A. E., 


Kansas City, Mo., 


Adjuster. 




Polk James K., 


Nashville, Tenn., 


State Agent, 


Aetna Insurance Co., Hartford 


Porter A. R., 


Cleveland, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Western Reserve Insurance Co. 


Post S. S. 


Detroit, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Powrie A. F., 


Detroit, Mich., 


State Agent, 


Fire Association. 


Pray Albert F., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


Secretary, 


Milwaukee German Ins. Co. 


Prentice Fred D., 


Toledo, Ohio, 


Secretary, 


Ohio German Fire Ins. Co., Toledo 0., 


Prentiss L. R., 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent 


British America Ass. Co., Toronto,' Ont 


Rademacher E. A., 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent, 


Home Ins. Co., New York. 


Ragsdale J. C, 


Milwaukee, Wis. 


Special Agent 


American Central Insurance Co. 


Ransom Fred W., 


Columbus, 0. 


Special Agent, 


Providence-Washington Ins. Co. 


Rassweiler, H. H.. 


Chicago, Ill.,159 La Salle St. 


State Agent, | 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Rawlings Ralph, 


Lansing, Mich., 


Ass't Secretary 


Michigan Commercial Insurance Co. 


Raymond M. H. N. 


Grand Rapids, Mich., 


State Agent & Adjuster, 


Royal Exchange Assurance Co., Eng. 


Raynolds E. W., 


Mansfield, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


Insurance Co. North America, Pa. 
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TITLE 



COMPANY 



Raynoids Robt. L.. 

Read Gardner 

RedfieldD.W.. 
tRedfieldGeo.E., 
Redfield Geo. £., Jr.. 
Reekie Chas. A., 
ReUlyW.L 
ReQua Fred N., 
Reyburn Guy H. 
Reynolds M. A., 
Rice F. M.. 
Richards C. M., 

Richards Edward F.. 

Richards Guy A., 

Richardson Chas., 
Riddle Herbert W 
Rimington H. H. 
Ritchie Frank. 
Roberts G. A., 
Robertson J. W., 
Robertson W. P., 
Robinson T. A.. 
Rocky I. W., 
Rogers Frank D., 
RoUo Wm. F., 
Root J. Sherman. 
Roriek David. 
Rosborough Watts 

Rose R. H.. 
Ross A. P., 
Row Frank G.. 
Rowland Neal C. 
Rudd Paul E., 
Rudy D. A.. 

RusmU M. B.. 

Rye Fred. A.. 
Sammis Fred C 
Sanderson A. G.. 
Sanderson W. G.. 
Saunders F. B., 
Sawyer Frank E., 
*Schafer Fred W.. 
Scheib John A., 

Scheunemann R. G., 
Schimmel R. W., 
Schmemann Gustav, 
Schnitzler Theodore, 
Schoen E. M.. 



aeveland, P. 0. Box 189, 

Evanston IIL 424GreenleafSt. 

Chicago, IIL, 

Chicago, IlL, 

Chicago. 150 La Salle St., 

Detroit. Mich., 

Evansville, Ind., 

Chicago, 111., 

Peoria, 111., 

Chicago. 205 La Salle St. 

Des Moines, Iowa 

Omaha. Neb., 

Detroit, Mich 

Chicago. IIL. 

Chicago, IIL, 

Terre Haute, Ind., 

Philadelphia, 425 Wabut St.. 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

Milwaukee, 77 Michigan St. 

Chicago, 111., 

Detroit, M.,622Hammond Bldg- 

Des Moines^ Iowa, 

Greensboro, N. C, 

Chicago, 159 La Salle St.. 

Chicago. 111.. 

Chicago, R 608, 153 LaSaUeSt., 

St Louis. Mo., 

Lawrenceville, Bl., 

Minneapolis. Minn.. 

524 Andrus Building 

Cleveland, 305 Park Bldg., 

Grand Rapids, Mich., 

Columbus. Ohio, 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

Indianapolis, Ind^ 

Louisville, Ky^ 

Chicago 111.. 171 La Salle St., 

Minneapolis, Mjnn^ , 

New York, 46 Cedar St.. 

Chicago. 125 Monroe St., 

Chicago, 111., 

Indianapolis, Ind., 
128 E. Market St, 

Kansas City, Mo., 

Indianapolis, Ind.. 
10 E. Market St. 

Chicago, N. Y. Life Bldg. 

Minneapolis, 4^ Washington Av 

Detroit Mich., 

Milwaukee, Wis., 

Kansas City, Mo. 



State Agent, 

/ Cook County 
\ Special Agent. 

Aas't Manager, 

Adjuster. 

General Agent, 

Ass't Secretary, 

Inspector, 

Special Agent 

Special Agent 

Adjuster, 

Sup't Agencies, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent 

2d Ass't Gen'l Ag't 
Special Agent, 
Managing Underwriter. 
SUte Agent 
Special Agent 
Ass't Manager, 
State Agent 
State Agent 
Secretary, 
Adjuster. 
General Agent, 
General Adjuster, 
Vice-President, 
Special Agent 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent 
Special Agent 
Adjuster 

State Agent, 

Special Agent 
Special Agent 
General Agent, 
Inspector, 
Special Agent 
State Agent, 
Local Agent, 
Special Agent, 

Gen'l Agent, Cook County, 
Special Agent 
Special Agent 
Special Agent. 
Special Agent 



Connecticut Fire Ins. Co. 

North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 

Pennsylvania lire Ins. Co. 

Farmers' Fire Ins. Co., York, Pa. 
Detroit F. & M. Ins. Co. 
Evansville Fire Inspection Bureau. 
Farmers' Ins. Co., York, Pa. 
Indianapolis Fire Ins. Co. 

Des Moines Fire Ins. Co. 

Columbia Fire Insurance Co. 

British America & Western, Toronto 
Ontario. 

Commercial Union Assurance Co.. Ltd. 
Palatine Ins. Co., Ltd. 

National Fire Ins. Co.. Hartford 

Phenix Ins. Co.. N. Y . 

TheJefiFerson FireIns.Co.,of Buffalo.N.Y 

Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 

Detroit F. & M. Ins. Co. 

Fire Association, Philadelphia. 

Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 

Williamsburgh City Ins. Co. 

Dixie Fire Insurance Co. 

Girard F. A M. Ins. Co., Pa. 

American Central Ins. Co. 
JEtn& Insurance Co. 

Springfield F. A M. Ins. Co. 

Western Reserve Insurance Co. 
Springfield F. & M. Ins. Co. 
London Assurance. 
Aetna Insurance Co., Hartford. 

Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriten* 

Western Factory Ins. Co. 

Agricultural Insurance Go. 

Continental Insurance Co. of New York 

Stock Fire Ins. Companies. 

London A Lancashire & Orient Ins. Co 

Commerce Ins. Co., Albany, N. Y. 



Western Ins. Co., Pittsburg. 

National Union, Philadelphia. 
Germania Insurance Co., N. Y. 
Connecticut Fire Insurance Co. 
Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 
Atlas Insurance Co. 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


Sehreiber Thor.. 


Chicago, 111, 


Special Agent. 


German-American Insurance Co. 


Schroeder Edward, 


Mflwaukee, Wis., 


President. 


Milwaukee German Ins. Co., MUwaukee* 


SchrupN.J.. 


Dubuque, la.. 


Secretary. 


Dubuque F. ft M. Insuranoe Co. 


SehwariS., 


Chicago, m, 


Manager. 


Westchester Fire Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Seott Walter. 


Kansas City. Mo.. 


State Agent. 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Sears M.L.. 


Kansas City. Mo.. 


State Agent. { 


Phoenix Assurance Co. 
Pelican Assurance Co. 


SeoorFredC. 


Kansas City. Mo.. 


Special Agent. 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Sedgwick Geo. B.. 


MUwaukee, Wis.. 


Special Agent 


Pierce 4 Sage, General Agents. 


SeUers E. M., 




Inspector. 




SeUers T. B.. 


Columbus. 0., 


Manager. 


Ohio Inspection Bureau. 


Shaw William, 


CouncU Bluffs. Ia.,P.O. Box 163 


Inspector. 




Shepherd John, 


St. Louis, Mo., Pierce Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Shepherd John E. 


Whitestone, L. L, 


Vice-President. 


Automatic Fire Pro. Co., Whitestone.L.! 


Shoemaker J. M., 


McLeansboro. DL, 


Special Agent { 


Insurance Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


SilkworthaH., 


Milwaukee. Wis., 


Special Agent, 


Springfield F. ft M. Ins. Co. 


Singleton J. P., 


Chicago, ni., ^ 
159 LaSalle St., 


Ass't Manager, 


Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 


Skimier W. D.. 


Des Moines. Iowa. 


Vice-President 


Hawkeye Insurance Co. 


Smith John L.. 


Louisville, Ky. Keller Bldg. 


Special Agent.! 




SmaU L F., 


Atlanta, Ga., 

cro Samuel Gans. 






Smith Dan. T., 


Winchester, III., 


Special Agent 


MUwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 


Smith Ed. H.. 


Cedar Rapids. Iowa. 


Secretary, 


Farmers' Ins. Co..Cedar Rapids, Iowa 


*Smith Horace M.. 


Terre Haute. Ind.. 


Local Agent 




Smith J. H., 


Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 


President, 


Farmers' Ins. Co., Cedar Rapids, la. 


Smith T.H.. 


Chicago. IlL, 


Adjuster. 




Smith Tho8.H., 


Dayton, 0., 936 Grand Ave., 


State Agent, 


AUemania Insurance Co. 


Smith R. W., 


Kansas City, Mo., 


Local Agent. 




Snyder Qaude F., 


Louisville, Ky., 


State Agent, 


Insurance Co. N. A. 


Snyder Frank G., 


Louisville, Ky.. 


Special Agent, 


Uyerpool ft London ft Globe Ins. Co. 


Snyder Thoe. E., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent. 


JEiah Insurance Co. 


Sonnen W. J.. 


Chicago, lU.. 153 La SaUe St.. 


Special Agent, 


St. Paul F. ft M. Ins. Co. 


Sowards William, 


Cincinnati, 528 Wahiut St., 


State Agent, 


Norwich Fire Office 


Spear Theo. F.. 




General Agent. 


Phoenix Ins. Co., Hartford. 


Speed A. C. 


Columbus. Ohio. 


State Agent, 


American Central Ins. Co., St. Louis 


Spenoer Walter R.. 




Special Agent, 


Commerce Ins. Co.. Albany. N. Y. 


Spice Horace L., 


Detroit. Mich.. 

783 Chamber of Commeroe 


State Agent. 


Germania Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Springer Herman B., 


Minneapolis. Minn.. 


State Agent. 


Dubuque F. ft M. Ins. Co.. Dubuque, la 


Springer W. H.. 


Des Moines. la. 






Stabler Frank L.. 




State Agent. 


North British ft MercantUe Ins. Co. 


Stafford John F.. 


Minneapolis. Minn.. 


Special Agent. { 


London ft Lancashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Insurance Co. 


Staaberry Edward, 


Chicago. IlL. 


Sup't of Agencies. 


Royal Insuranoe Co. 


Stauffer J. Geo. 


Decatur. HI., 


State Agent 


Fireman's Fund Insurance Co. 


Steele W. L.. 


Chicago. Bl., 


Manager 


Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 


Stevens D. H.. 


Monroe City. Mo. 


Special Agent, | 


Insurance Co. of North America. 
PhUadelphia Underwriters. 


Stickney Geo. A., 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Calumet Insuranoe Co. 


Stinaon Alfred, 


St. Paul, Minn., 
441 Endicott Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


National Fire Insurance Co.. Hartford 


Stire Leslie C, 


Lincoln, Neb., P.O. Box 660 


State Agent, 


North British ft MercantUe Ins. Co. 


Stodghill Wm. M.. 


Chicago 184 La SaUe St. 


Special Agent, 


LouisvUle Ins. Co., LouisviUe, Ky. 
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Stone C. G., 
Stone F. W., 

Stone John, 

Stone Wm A., 
Stratton Geo. H., 
Street Chas. R., 
Stuart H. C, 
Stuck Geo. W., 
Sullivan J. R.. 
Sundberg Harry A., 
Sutton J. R., 
Tanner D. M., 
Tanner EverettlT., 
Tallman J. B.. 
Taylor Ralph H., 
Thatcher H. H., 
Thomas D. D., 
Ticknor Fred, 
Tiffany H. S., 

Timberlake C. S., 

Tollefson 0. 0., 
Tollea Fred. W., 

Townley W. R., 

tTrembor Wm., 
Trezevant J. T., 
Tripp S. W., 
Tritle F. L, 
TroxeU Robert W., 

Underbill E. B., 

Updegraff J. G., 
Upham A. M., 
Valentine Geo. Si, 
Valient yne Rob't G., 
Van AUen G. A., 
Van Ness Bartow, 
Van Valkenburg M. W.. 
Vandeventer W. E., 
Vernor Frank A., 
♦Vinson, John W., 
VirchowJohn, 

Vokoun John W. 

Vore Milton P., 
WaddeUW.W.. 
Waggoner Sol. K 
Wagner D. S., 
Waldron Raymond, 
Walker H. H., 
Wallace J. M.. 
Wallace L. S., 



ADDRESS 



Minneapolis, 104 Phoenix Bld'g 
Delavan, 111., 

Indianapolis Ind., 

Memphis, Tenn., 

St, Louis, Mo., 

Chicago, 111., 

Des Moines, Iowa, 

Peoria, 111., 

Milwaukee, Wib., 

Minneapolis, 1827 10th Ave., 

Detroit.'Mich., 

Columbus, Ohio, 

Paris, 111., 

Chicago, 111., 

Terre Haute, Ind., 

Pontiac, MicL, 

Kansas City, Mo.. 

Peoria, 111., 

Chicago, 162-164 Qarke St., 

45 William St., New York Qty 

Minneapolis. Minn. 
Milwaukee Wis.. 

Chicago, 111.. 

Freeport, 111.. 
Dallas, Texas, 
Chicago, 111., 
Rockford, 111., 
Springfield, 111., 
Cleveland, Ohio., 
1553 WilUamson Bldg., 

Topeka, Kas., 

Des Moines, Iowa, 

Des Moines, la., 

Fargo, N. D., 

Albany, N.Y.. 

Chicago, 111., 159 La Salle St. 

Topeka, Kan., 

Chicago, 111., 

Detroit, Mich., 

Jerseyville, 111., 

Aurora, 111., 

Chicago, 111., 

Rock.Island, 111., 

Chicago, 111., 

St. Louis, Mo., 

Chicago, 111., 159 La SaUe St., 

Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, 111., 

Dayton, Ohio, 

Milwaukee,Wis.,FreePressBldg 



TITLE 



Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent | 

Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Ass't General Agent, 

State Agent, 
Inspector. 
State Agent, 

Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent 
Special Agent, 
Inspector. 
Insurance Publ'r. 

Agency Sup't, | 

Secretary, 
Adjuster, 

General Agent, I 

General Agent, 
Manager, 
Inspector. 
Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Special Agent. 

Special Agent, 

President, 

Special Agent, City Dept. 

Special Agent, 

State Agent, 

Special Agent, 

Adjuster, 

Special Agent, 



Secretary, 
Special Agent 
President, 
Adjuster. 
Special Agent, 
Sec'y Farm Dep't, 
State Agent 
Special Ag't & Adj'r 



COMPANY 



Sun Insurance'Office 

Queen Insurance Co. 

Commercial Union Assurance Co., Ltd. 
Palatine Insurance Co.. Ltd. 

Northern Assurance Co., England. 

Western Reserve Insurance Co. 

Phenix Ins. Co. of New York. 

American Ins. Co., New York. 

Insurance Co. State of Illinois. 
Policy Holders Service & Adj't Co. 
British American & Western, Toronto 
Farmers & Merchants Fire Ins. Co. 
Royal Exchange. 
Western Reserve Insurance Co. 
Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 
Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 



Insurance Co. of America. 
Federal Insurance Co. 

Northwestern F. & M. Ins. Co. 

Phenix Insurance Co., N. Y. 

British America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Co. 



Trezevant^A Cochran. 
Western Factory Association. 

Aachen & Munich Insurance Co. 

Westchester Fire Ins. Co. 

North British & Mercantile Ins. Co. 
Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 
Prussian National Insurance Co. 
Northern Assurance Co., England 
Commerce Insurance Co. 
Queen Ins. Co. 

Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 
Mtn& Insurance Co. 
Queen Insurance Co. 

Prussian National Insurance Co. __^ 

With Munger.Vokoun, Wetmore & With- 
erbee. Cook Co. Mgrs. N. Y. Under- 
writers, & Scottish Union & Nationa 

AmericanlNational Ins. Co. ^ 

Delaware Insurance Co. 

Citizens Insurance Co., Mo. 

Rochester German & Del. & Rel. Ins. Co. 
Home Insurance Co., N. Y, 
National Fire Insurance Co., Hartford. 
Pennsylvania Fire Insurance Co. 
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ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


~ Walling Kebey L., 


Toledo. 0.. 


Special Inspector, 


Ohio Insp. Bureau. 


Walsh Ghas. A.. 


Kansas Qty. Mo.. 


Special Agent, 


Westchester Fire Insurance Co.. N. Y. 


WardleH.M^ 


Detroit, MicL, 


Special Agent, 


Citizens Ins. Co., Mo. 


^ Warner lAnaing B., 


Chicago, 111.. 


Special Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Wamahuis J. W., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Home Insurance Co.. N. Y. 


Warren A. M., 


Los Angeles,Cal.,411FayBldg.. 


Special Agent, 


N. W. Fire 4 Marine Insurance Co. 


Warren W. S., 


Chicago. IlL, 


Res. Secretary 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Washington H. B.. 


Chicago. 111.. 


Special Agent, 


Hamburg-Bremen Fire Ins. Co. 


Wasson A. M. L.. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 1311 First 
Nat. Bank Bldg., 


Special Agent 


Franklin Fire Insurance Co.. Pa. 


Waterman Howard F. 


Indianapolis, Ind- 






Watson Chas. R, 


New York City. 






Watson CUfford, 


Vinton, Iowa, 


Special Agent. 


Niagara Fhre Insurance Ca. N. Y. 


' Weaver F. L., 


Detroit, 30 Prentise Ave., 


Special Agent, 


Allemania Insurance Co. 


Webster Geo., 


Chicago. IlL. 


Special Agent, | 


British America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Co. 


Webster W. Dix. 


Chicago, 111., 


General Agent, 


New Brunswick Fire Ins. Co. 


Weed B. B. 


Minneapolis, Minn., 
422 N. Y. Life Bldg. 


Local Agent, 




Wehmeyer C A., 


Goshen, Ind., 


Inspector. 




WeU Aaron M.. 


Evansville, Ind.. 


Local Agent. 




Weineck F. L.. 


Milwaukee. Wis.. 


Special Agent, 


Rochester German Insurance Co. 


Weiser S. F.. 


Dubuque, Iowa. 


Ass't Secretary, 


Dubuque F. 4 M Ins. Co. 


Wells H. M.. 


Chicago, III.. 159 La Salle St., 


Adjuster. 




Welpton D. B.. 


Omaha. Neb. 


Special Agent. 


Royal Insurance Co. 


Welpton Frank B. 


Denver, Colo.. 1012 15th St.. 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Welsh MUton. 


Kansas Qty, Mo., 


Adjuster. 




Wenie F. T. M.. 


Kansas City, Mo., 
512 American Bank Bldg., 


State Agent, 


Williamsburgh City Ins. Co. 


West B. L.. 


Erie, Pa.. 


Ass't Gen'l Agent. { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 


West Byron D.. 


Grand Rapids, Mich.. 


Deputy Inspector, 


Michigan Inspection Bureau. 


Wetmore K R., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 




♦Wharton J. B., 


Jacksonville. 111.. 






Wharton J. C. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, 
707 Traction Bldg., 


Special Agent. 


Sun Insurance 0£5ce. 


♦Wheeler E. S. 


Chicago. 111., 377 Illinois St., 






Whflden Wm. G., 


New York City, 

84 Royal Ins. Bldg. 


General Agent, 




Whipple C. G. 


Topeka, Kansas 


Special Agent, 


Queen Insurance Co. 


Whipple P. P., 


Chicago, III., 159 La Salle St., 


Special Agent, 


Dixie Fire Ins. Co. 


AVhite H. W., 


Chicago, 159 La Salle St 


Manager Loss Dep't. 


Marsh & McLennan. 


Whitford Geo. S^ 


Denver. Colo., P. 0. Box 1572 


Special Agent 


Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 


WhitiockJ.L.. 


Chicago. IlL, 


Manager, 


Glena Falls Insurance Ca 


Whitlock Royal J., 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent, 


Glens Falls Insurance Co." 


Whitney F.H., 


Detroit, Mich. 


Vice-President, 


Michigan F. & M. Co. 


! Whitney Martin, 


Detroit, Hammond Bldg., 


Special Agent, 


Phoenix, Brooklyn. 


Whittlesey Chas. 8., 


Fargo, N. D.. 


Special Agent, 


Hanover Insurance Co., N. Y. 


•Wile Edwin W, 


New York City, 143 Franklin St 






Wiley Geo. U 


Rockford, HL, 


Secretary, 


Ins. Co. of the State of Illinois. 


Wilken W. A., 


Atlantic. Iowa, 


State Agent, 


Williamsburgh City Ins. Co. 


Wilkinson Wm., 


Des Moines, Iowa, 


Sp'l Ag-t A Adjuster, 


Shawnee Fire Ins- Co., Topeka, Kan. 




Chicago, III., 


Sp'l Ag't & Adjuster 


y£tna Insurance Co. 


WiUiams, C. B., 


Kansas City, Mo., K. & P. Bid 


Special Agent, 


Glens Falls Insurance Co. 


Williams Geo. G. 


MUwaukee, Wis., 


State Agent 


Liverpool A London & Globe Ins. Co. 


WUliams J. W.. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 
149 K Market St., 


Special Agent, 


Prussian National Insurance Co. 



♦Associate Member 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


^WOliama S. Q., 


Denver, Crf^ 


Ina.Atty.&Adjr. 




Williams T. H., 


Los Angeles, Gal., 


Special Agent, 


German American & Phoenix, Hartford 


Williams Walter D.. 


Philadelphia. Pa.. 


Vice-President, 


Spring Garden Ins. Co. 


Wilson a F.. 


Denver, CoL. 


General Agent. 


Scottish Union A National Ins. Ga 


Wilson Geo. T.. 


Dayton, Ohio, 


Special Agent, 


German Ins. Co.. Pittsburg, Pa. 


•Wmdle Jofc J., 


New York Gty, 56-58 Pine St., 


General Adjuster, 


Norwich Union Fire Ins. Society. 


Wmdsor J. L., 


Indianapolis, Ind. % 


Special Agent. 


Glens Falls Insurance Co. 


Wise IVed T.. 


Chicago, IlL, 


State Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Wise Gus. H., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 
154 E/Market St.. 


Special Agent, 


Agricultural Insurance Co., N. Y. 


WianerW.K.. 


Cedar Rapids, la.. 


Special Agent, 


Aachen A Munich Fire Ins. Co. 


Witherbee W. E., 


Chicago. HI.. 159 La Salle St., 


Local Agent, 




Witkowsky Conrad. 


Chicago. IlL. 


General Agent. 




Woessner Henry J., 


Chicago. RL, 159 La SaUe St., 


Special Agent, 


American Central Ins. Co. 


♦Wofford Chas. P.. 


Nashville, Tenn., 


2nd Vice-President. 


Nat'l Life k Accident Ins. Go. 


Wolff L.H.. 


Indianapolis. Ind., 


State Agent. 


JEtoA Insurance Co., Hartford. 


Wollaeer GusUve Jr.. 


Milwaukee. Wis.. 


Vice-President 


Concordia Ins. Co. 


Woltersdorff Ralph F. 


Chicago, 111.. 


Special Agent, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Wonn a G., 


Chicago, IlL. 


Special Agent 


Connecticut Fire Insurance Co 


Wood a 0.. 


Columbus, Ohio.. 

1008 New HaydenBldg.. 


Special Agent. 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y 


Wood H. N. 


Omaha, Neb. 


State Agent 


North British A MercantOe Co. 


Woodbury Cyrus 


Columbus. Ohio 


Special Agent 


Queen Insurance Ca 


Wright Arthur J., 


Milwaukee, Wis.. 


General Adjuster. 


Northwestern Nat'l Ins. Co., Milwaukee 


Wright John a. 


Delroit. Mich.. 


Adjuster. 




Wright Wm.. 


Jefferson. Wis.. P. .Box 63 


Special Agent 


Peoples National Ins. Co. 


Wright W. S.. 


Marquette. Mich.. 


Adjuster. 




tWyper James, 


Hartford. Conn.. 


Secretary. 


Orient Insuraaoe Co. 


Yates C. G., 


Chicago. 153 La Salle St.. 


Vice-President, 


Washington Fire Ins. Co., Seattle. 


Young Chas. 0.. 


Minneapolis, Minn.. 


Special Agent, 


American Insurance Co., N. J. 


Yuncker George A., 


Mansfield, 0.. P.O. Box 440, 


Special Agent, 


Royal Insurance Co., Mansfield, Ohio. 


Zechlin H. J., 


MUwaukee,Wis., 274i 19th St., 


Special Agent 


Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 


ZentBLF.. 


East St Louis, 111.. 


Inspector. 




Zimmer H. M., 


Chicago, 111., 


Special Agent, 


Home Insurance Co. of New York. 


ZweigH.M., 


Chicago, ni., 159 La SaUe St.. 


Special Agent, 


German Fire Ins. Co., Pittsburgh 



tHononury Member 
* Associate Member 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


Abb«y,A.J.B. 


San Antonio. Tex., 


Special Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Aldrieh. H. L. 


St. Louis, Mo.. 


Proprietor. 


Western Insurance Review. 


Adama Geo. W., 


Chicago, UL. 


Adjuster. 




Alexander, F. W., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent 


Agricultural Ins. Co. 


AUcii,E.L. 


New York Gty, 


President 


German- American Inauranee Co. N.Y. 


Armstrong. Frank W. 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


State Agent 


G€rmaniaFireIns.Co..N.Y. 


Aahworth, WUliam 


Chicago, 111., 


General Agent 


British America Assurance Co..Toronto 


Aapinwall. Sterne F. 


Grand Rapids, Mich., 


President 


Grand Rapids Fire Ins. Co. 


Atwood, John 


Alton, 111.. 


President 


Illinois Mutual Ins. Co.. m. 


Barry. A. S. 


Godfrey, lU.. 


General Adjuster. 




Baasett. K J. 


Hartford, Conn.. 


General Agent 


JEtnK Insurance Co.. Hartford. 


Belden J. 8.. 


Chicago, UL. 


Mani^. 


Fire Association. 


Bennett. J. B. 


Indianapolis, Ind.. 


Local Board Comissioner, 




Berne. J. J. 


Chicago, m.. 


General Adjuster. 


Traders Ins. Co., Chicago. 


Berry. E. H. 


Milwaukee. Wis., 


State Agent 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


BiiseU. F. R. 


Dubuque, Iowa. 


State Agent 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co., Hartford. 


Bisseil. Geo. Francia 


Chicago, 111.. 


General Agent 


Hartford Fire Ins. Co., Hartford. 


Bliven Chaa. E.. 


Chicago, 111.. 


Manager. 


American Fire Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 


Blodget A. C. 


Nashville, Tenn.. 






Blossom, Howard A.. 


St. LouiB. Mo.. 


President. 


Merchants Ins. Co., St. Louis. 


Bradshaw W. D.. 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Agent 


Fireman's Ins. Co., N. J. 


Boushton Frank S.. 


Denver. Col.. 


Special Agent 


Niagara Fh-e Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Bowers H. £.. 


New York aty. 


Retired. 




Burch Thos. Ross. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Gcn'lAg't Western Dep't 


Phenix Ins. Co., Brooklyn. 


Burt Fred. K. 


Detroit. Mich.. 


Supervis. Ag't and Adj'r. 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co.. N.Y. 


ButtcrfieldW.a. 


St. Louis. Mo.. 


General Adjuster. 




Carson R. B., 


Chicago, 111,. Hyde Park Hotel, 






Gary Eugene, 


Chicago, 111.. 


Manager, 


German -American Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Chittenden W. G. 


Chicago. IlL, 


General Agent 


Merchants Ins. Co., N.J. 


Clarke Geo. a. 


Chicago, IlL, 


General Agent 


Boylston Ins. Co., Boston. 


Clarke W.T., 


Des Moines, Iowa, 


State Agent 


Franklin Fire Ins. Co., Philadelphia. 


Clifford W.E. 


Evanston, IlL. 






Cole Aaron P. 


Indianapolis, Ind. 


State Agent 


New York Underwriters' Agency. 


Collins Martin. 


St Louis. Mo.. 


General Agent, 


- Fire Association. Phila. 


Cook Geo. H., 




Secretary, 




CoombeaF.C. 


St Louis. Mo., 


Special Agent 


British America Assurance Co., Toronto 


ComeU W. B.. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Superintendent 


North British A Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Cramer Adolf J.. 


Milwaukee, Wis.. 




Milwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 


Cratsenberg, A. A., 


St. Paul, Minn.. 


State Agent 


German- Aiperican Ins. Co. 


Cromer James. 




Special Agent 


Home Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Crooke George, 


Evanston, 111., 


Manager. 


Western Adjust A Inspection Co. 


Crooke W. D., 


Chicago, IlL. 


Manager. 


Northern Assurance Co., Eng. 


Cunningham W. H., 


Chicago, 111., 


Manager, 


Fire Association, PhUa. 


Cunningham A. M., 


Louisville, Ky., 


Sup't Agencies, 


Queen Ins. Co., of EngUnd. 


De Camp D. J. 


Schenectady. N. Y.. 


Special Agent, 


Liverpool & London A Globe Ins. Co. 


Dean Thos. L.. 


Chicago. 111., 


General Adjuster, 


Hartford Fire Insurance Co., Hartford. 


Devin David T.. 


Chicago. IlL, 


Manager. | 


Reliance Insurance Co., PhiUu 
Delaware Insurance Co., Phila. 


Dike Henry A., 


Chicago. 111., 


Adjuster 


Western Adjust. & Inspection Co. 


Doeppers August B., 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


General Agent 


German Ins. Co. of Indiana. 


Dresser Jasper M.. 


Lafayette, Ind., 


Financial Agent, 


National Fire Ins. Co. of Hartford. 


Ducat Arthur C, 


Chicago, 111.. 


Insurance Agent 




Eaton Samuel S.. 


St Paul. Minn.. 


Local Agent 




Eggleston Seth.. 


Burlington. la.. 


Adjuster. 


Providence- Washington Ins. Co. 
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NAME 



ADDRESS 



TITLE 



COMPANY 



Engebretson Wilhem, 
Euler Philip, Jr., 
Forbes Wells W., 
Foreman E. P., 
Foster Wm. R., 
Fowler Henry 
Fox W. F., 
Franklin Morris. 
Gilbert Geo. H., 
Glassford H. A., 
Gould Geo. D., 
Grenell Howard, 
Hall Geo. W., 
Hall Henry H. 
HaU J. B., 
Harbeck Eugene, 
Harris J. S., 
Hawkins Chas. K, 
Hawkins Samuel Y., 
Hawley A. H., 
Hersh Geo. Edward 
Hewitt Edgar A., 
Heywood«P. P., 
Hine Chas. C, 
Hinsdale Aug. M., 
Holman Isaac W., 
Hosmer Frank B., 
Hough Judson B., 
Howard W. I., 
Howley John, 
Ireton Edward L.. 
Johnson T. W., 
Keller P. C, 
Kelly Wm. B., 
Kibbee Chandler W., 
King W. L., 
Kitson Harry, 
Kuhn Richard W., 

Lemon Chas. E., 

Lewis Walter E., 
Lombard S., 
Loeb Adolph, 
Lyon William A., 
Magill Henry W., 
Magill H. M.. 
Maginn John W.. 
Main Alex. H.. 
Margah L. F., 

Marchbank W. J., 

Marshall C. W.. 
Matteson David J., 
McBain W. F.. 



Rockford, 111., 

Evansville, Ind. 

Richmond, Ind., 

Detroit, Mich., McGraw Bldg. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., 

Chicago, III., 

Chicago, III. 

New York City, 

Chicago, IlL, 

New York., 

Chicago, IlL, 

Chicago, 111., 

Negaunee, Mich., 

New York, 

Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, IlL, 

Chicago, IlL, 

Denver, Colo., 

Pinckneyville, IlL, 

Le Roy, Ohio, 

York, Pa,, 

New York, 

Chicago, 111., 

New York City. 

Denver, CoL, 

Indianapolis, Ind., 

Chicago, IlL, 

Maroa, HI., 

Chicago, 111.. 

New York City, 62 William St 

Chicago, 111., 

Chicago, 111., 

Ouincy, HI.. 

Philadelphia, 413 Walnut St. 

Minneapolis, Minn. 

Chicago, III., 

Detroit, Mich., 

Denver, CoL, 

Indianapolis, Ind.. 

Chicago. III., 
Fort Wayne, Ind., 
Chicago, IlL, 
Madison, Ind., 
Chicago, 111. 
Pasadena, CaL 
St Louis. Mo., 
Madison, Wis., 
Detroit, Mich., 

Denver, CoL, 

Urbana, 0.. 
St. Louis, Mo., 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 



Special Agent. 
Special Agent, 
State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 
Secretary 

Secretary, 
Special Agent, 

Adjuster, 
Ass't Manager 
Inspector. 
Manager, • 
Special Ag't & Adj'r 
General Agent 
General Agent, 
General Adjuster, 
Special Agent, 
Secretary, 
President, 
Editor, 

General Agent, 
Editor, 

Adjuster. 
General Insurance 

Special Agent, 
Special Agent 

Adjuster, 
Special Agent 
Special Agent 
Adjuster, 

Manager, 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 

State Agent, 

Adjuster 
General Adjuster 
President, 
Special Agent, 
District Manager, 
State Agent, 
Special Agent, 
State Agent 



Retired Presi'^ent. 
Special Agent, 
Special Agent, 



Rockford Insurance Co. 
Springfield F. A M. Ins. Co. 
Royal Insurance Co., LiverpooL 
Franklin Fire Ins. Co., Phila. 
New York Underwriters Agency. 
Calumet Insurance Co. 

Sun Insurance Office. 
Girard Fire & Marine Ins. Co. 

Independent. 
Atlas Assurance Co. 

Union Assurance Society. 
Girard F. <k M. Ins. Co. 
Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 
Metropole Ins. Co., Paris. 

Fire Association of Phila. 

Ohio Farmers Ins. Co., LeRoy, Ohio. 

Farmers Fire Ins. Co., York, Pa. 

Insurance Chronicle. 

Hartford Fire Insurance Co. 

The Insurance Monitor. 



Northwestern National Ins. Co. 

Western Assurance Co., Toronto. 

Care of Western Salvage Wreck' g Ag'cy. 

Independent 

Sun Insurance Office. 

Phoenix Ins C Hartford. 

American Fire Ins. Co., Pennsylvania. 

Providence- Washington Ins. Co. 

British- American & Western, Toronto. 

Royal Insurance Co. 

Ins. Co. of North America. 
.Philadelphia Underwriters. 

Independent 

Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y. 

North German Fire Insurance Co.N. Y. 

National Fire Ins. Co.> Hartford. 

Phoenix Insurance Co, Hartford. 

New York Underwriters Agency. 

German-American Ins. Co., N. Y 

Sun Insurance Office. 

British America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Co. 

Royal Insurance Co. 

National Fire Ins. Co., Hartford. 



NAME 

McCauley Eugene C. 

McClintock B. R.. 

McGill M. R. 
McKean R. G. 
Mims Livingston, 
Mooney Jo" in C. 
.\forris Lewis R. 
Morse Dr. Daniel, 

Munn E. V., 

Munson E. A., 

Myers J. C, 

Nieman A. D. 
Osmun Daniel C. 
Osmun Dan'l C, Jr., 
Page E. S., 
Paige John C, 
Paulding Tattnall, 
Peetrey Jacob 
Preston E. C, 
Preston Charles P., 

Reed J. S., 

Reynolds Ceo. W 
Rice E. F., 

Richards J. M., 

Riddle J. Irving , 
Rogers C. B.. 
Roper Gea S., 
Rowell Alfred, 
Rudy C. L., 
Ruegger S. A. D., 
Sanford Charles M., 
Schmemann Karl. 
Schultz Daniel, 
Schupp Simeon, 
Seage Henry S., 
Sewell John, 
Simonds E. A., 
Smith R. J., 
Southwick S. H.. 
Spalding A. W.. 
Spann John M., 
Stark Byron G.. 
Stawitz Christian 
Stephens Isaac. 

Stevison Josiah H.. 

.Stoner E. F.. 
Strickler David. 

Sutton W. D.. 
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ADDRESS 


TITLE 


COMPANY 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


State Agent, 


Indianapolis Fire Insurance Co. 


Columbus. Ohio. 


Special Agent, | 


British America Assuranc Co. 
Western .\ssurance Co. 


Cincinnati, 0., 


Special Agent, 


Sun Insurance Office. 


Minneapolis, Minn.. 


Special Agent, 


Niagara Fire Insurance Co. 


Atlanta, Ga., 


General Agent 




Denver, Col., 


Special Agent 


Phenix Ins. Co., N. Y 


Detroit Mich., 


Manager, 


Niagara Fire Ins. Co., N. Y. 


Detroit, Mich.. 


State Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Milwaukee. Wis.. 
38 University Bldg., 


Manager, 


Western Adjustment Bureau. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special Agent, 


Citizens' Ins. Co. of Mo. 


Detroit. Mich 


State Agent, | 


Insi Co. of North America. 
PhUadelphia Underwriters. 


Chicago, IlL, 


Special Agent. 


Orient Insurance Co., Hartford. 


Washington, D. C, 1326 14th 






Denver, Colo. 






Des Moines, Iowa, 


State Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Boston Mass., 


Resident Manager, 


City of London Fire Ins. Co. of Eng. 


Philadelphia, Pa.. 


President, 


Delaware Insurance Co. 


London, Ohio, 


State Agent, 


Fire Association, Phila. 


Detroit, Mich.. 


Secretary, 


Michigan F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Minneapolis, Minn. 


Special Agent, 


Michigan F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Marion, Ohio, 


(First President of this 
Association) 


- 


St. Louis, Mo., 


Special Agent 


Niagara Fir6 Insurance Co., N. Y. 


Cincinnati, 0., 


Adjuster. 


^tna Ins. Co.. Hartford. 


Omaha, Neb. 


State Ag't & Adj'r, | 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Terre Haute, Ind., 


State Agent, 


Springfield F. AM. Ins. Co. 


Louisville, Ky.. 


Special Agent, 


Mfrs. & Merchants Mutual Ins. Co. 


Rockford, lU 


Secretary, 


^tna Insurance Co. 


New York, 


Special Agent, 


German Insifrance Co., Ereeport. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Special As?ent, 


North British dc Mercantile Ins. Co. 


Chicago, 111. 


Special Agent, 


Southern Adjusting Co. 


Louisville, Ky., 


M gr & Adj'r 


Milwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 


Detroit, Mich. 


General Agent, 


Milwaukee Mechanics' Ins. Co. 


Milwaukee, Wis., 


General Agent, 


German Ins. Co., Freeport, 111. 


Chicago, 111., 


General Agent, 


Traders Ins. Co., Chicago. 


Lansing, Mich., 


Special Agent, 


Royal Canadian Insurance Co. 


Montreal, Canada, 


General Adjuster, 


Greenwich Insurance Co. N. Y. 


Chicago, 111. 


General Agent 


Traders Insurance Co., Chicago. 


Chicago, 111. 




Independent. 


Chicago, 111 , 


Adjuster 


Home F. A M. Ins. Co., Cal. 


Chicago, 111. 


General Agent, 


Indianapolis.Fire Insurance Co. 


Indianapolis, Ind., 


Secretary, 


Caledonian Ins. Co. 


New York City. 


Mgr. West. Dept., 


Hartford Fire Insurance Co., Hartford. 


St. Louis, Mo., 


.Adjuster. 




Detroit. Mich., 


Adjuster. 




Chicago 111., 


Adjuster, | 


Ijondon & Lancashire Fire Ins. Co. 
Orient Insurance Co. 


Greenfield. Ind.. 


Special Agent, 


Home Insurance Co., N. Y. 


York. Pa.. 


Secretary, 


Farmers Fire Insurance Co., York, Pa. 


Peoria. III.. 


Adjuster | 


American Ins. Co.. N.J. 
Security Ins. Co., New Haven. 
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NAME 


ADDRESS 


TITLE 
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Sweeney Anthony 


Denver, CoL. 


SUte Agent. 


American Fire Ins. Co.. Philadelphia. 


Thomas John E. 


Dixon. III. 


State Agent. 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Thomas John v.. 


Chicago, 111.. 


Ass't Secretary. 


Liverpool & London & Globe Ins. Co. 


Thompson Frank A^ 


Denver. CoL. 


Underwriter. 




TiUotsonD.C. 


Muskegon. Mich.. 


Special Agent. 


Westchester Fire Insurance Co.. N. Y. 


Townsend A. F.. 


Chicago, IlL. 


Special Agent, 


Northern Assurance Co. 


Travis A. a. 


St. Louis. Mo. 


M'gr Western Dep't. 


Firemens Ins. Co., Dayton. 0. 


Trumbull A. J., 


Merriam Park, Mmn 


Special Agent 


Fire Association. Phila. 


Tuttle L. S. 


Oshkosh, Wis.. 


Special Agent. 


Queen Ins. Co. 


Underwood T. 


Chicago, III. 


Adjuster. 




VaU D. F.. 


St. Paul. Minn., 


General Adjuster. 


Hartford Ins. Co. 


Van Voorhis Frank. 


Chicago, IlL 


Adjuster. 




Vance J P.. 


Cincinnati. 0.. 


General Agent, i 


Hamburg-Bremen FireIns.Co.,Germany 
Union Insurance Co.. Phila. 


Vemor Ben-jamin. 




Special Agent 


Springfield F. & M. Ins. Co. 


Warner D. B.. 


Chicago, lU.. 


General Agent 


Phoenix Assurance Co.. London. 


Warner John H 


MUwaukee. Wis. 


State Agent, { 


Ins. Co. of North America. 
Philadelphia Underwriters. 


Warner Samuel R 


Chicago, IlL. 




Phoenix Assurance Co.. London. 


Waters A. J.. 


Qevehind. Ohio. 


State Agent. 


Continental Ins. Co.. N. Y. 


Webber Hiram F.. 


Dayton, Ohio, 


Special Agent. 


Connecticut Fire Ins. Co 


Webster Tho8.H. 


Chicago, IlL 


General Agent. 


Commerce Ins. Co. of Albany. 


Wells David W^ 


Chicago. IlL. 


State Ag't & Adj'r. 


Fire Association, Phila. 


Weasenberg C . 


MobUp. Ala.. 


General Agent, 




Whitehead J. M.. 


Chicago. IlL, 


Special Ag't <fc Adjuster. 


Imperial Ins. Co.. Ltd.. England. 


Whiting J. H. C, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Editor. 


American Exchange & Review. 


Whitlock H. H., 


Chicago, III. 


Manager, | 


Delaware Insurance Co. 
Reliance Insurance Co. 


Williams Abram 


Chicago, 111.. 


Manager 


Connecticut Fire Insurance Co 


Wilson J. 0.. 


New York. 


Business Manager. 


Ins. Monitor A Law JoumaL 


Wise Edward P.. 


Kansas City. Mo.. 


Special Agent. 


Agricultural Insurance Co. 


Woodward M. S.. 


New York. N.Y.. 




Cans Salvage Co. 


Young Mar. V.B., 


Rochester. N.Y.. 


Geneial Agent. 


Commerce Insurance Co., Albany. 



HISTORICAL. 



ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 

1871— Dayton, Ohio, February 22: 

C. E. Bliven, Chairman. R. L. Douglass, Vice-President 

*J. S. Reed, President. C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1871 — Indianapolis, Ind., July 25 and 26: 

J. S. Reed, President. R. L. Douglass, Vice-President. 

•A. C. Blodget, President. C. W. Marshall, Vice-President. 

C. £. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1872— Detroit, Mich., July 17, 18, and 19: 

A. C. Blodget, President. C. W. Marshall, Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 
/ 

1872— Chicago, III., September 18 (Special): 

A. C. Blodget, President. C. W. Marshall, Vice-President 

*R. J. SiiiTH, President. S. Lumbard, Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

187a— Milwaukee, Wis., July 16 and 17: 

R. J. SiciTH, President. S. Lumbard, Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1874— Louisville, Ky., May 20 and 21: 

R. J. Smith, President. S. Lumbard Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1875— Chicago, III., September 22, 23 and 24: 

C. VV. Marshall, President. J. O. Wilson, Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1876— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 

J. O. Wilson, President. B. Vernor, Vice-President. 

C. E. Bliven, Sec. and Treas. 

1877— Chicago, III., September 19, 20 and 21: 

C. E. Bliven, President. P. P. Heywood, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

1878— Chicago, III., September 18 and 19: 

I. S. Blackwelder, President. J. M. Dresser, Vice-President 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treasi 

1879— Chicago, III., September 17 and 18: 

Geo. W. Adams, President. W. B. Cornell, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

1880— Chicago, III., September 8 and 9: 

A. W. Spalding, President. A. J. Waters Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes Sec. and Treas. 

1881— Chicago, III., September 14 and 15: 

J. M. Dresser, President. E. F. RicE, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes Sec. and Treas, 



* Elected and entered upon their duties at this session. 



HISTORICAL. 



ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION-Contlnued. 

1882 — Chicago, III., September 6 and 7: 

W. B. Cornell, President. J. M. Neuberger, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

1883— Chicago, III., August 29 and 30: 

James M. De Camp, President. C. W. Potter, Vice-President. 

Geo. W. Hayes, Sec. and Treas. 

1884— -Chicago, III., September 10 and 11: 

Cyrus K. Drew, President. T. J. Zollars, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1885— Chicago, III., September 23 and 24: 

J. L. Whitlock, President. T. H. Smith, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1886 — Chicago, III., September 8 and 9: 

W. F. Fox, President. H. H. Hobbs, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1887 — Chicago, III., September 14 and 15: 

Abram Williams, President. W. R. Freeman, Vice-President.- 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1888— Chicago, III., September 12 and 13: 

Isaac W. Holman, President. J. C. Myers, Vice-PreHdent. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1889— Chicago, III., September 17 and 18: 

John Howley President. W. T. Clarke, Vice-Presidem. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1890— Chicago, III., September 10 and 11: 

E. A. Simonds, President. E. V. Munn, Vice-President. 

J. C. Griffiths, Sec. and Treas. 

1891— Chicago, III., October 7, 8 and 9: 

H. C. Eddy, President. Byron G. Stark, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn, Sec. and Treas. 

1892— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 

H. P. Gray, President. W. P. Harford, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn, Sec. and Treas. 

1893— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 

Eugene Harbeck, President. E. L. Allen, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn, Sec. and Treas. 

1894— Chicago, III.. September 26 and 27: 

H. Clay Stuart, President. Geo. M. Lovejoy, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn, Sec. and Treas. 

1895— Chicago, III., September 25 and 26: 

W. J. Littlejohn, President. H. C. Alverson, Vice-President. 

E. V. Munn Sec. and Treas. 

264 



HISTORICAL. 



ANNUAL MEETINGS OF THE ASSOCIATION-Continued. 

1896— Chicago, III., September 29 and 30: 

Geo. M. Lovejoy, President. H. T. Lamey, Vice-President. 

E. V. MuNN, Sec. and Treas. 



1897— Chicago, III., September 29 and 30: 
Geo. H. Moore, President. 
Stephen E. Gate, Vice-President. 



J. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
E. V. MuNN, Secretary. 



1898— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 

Jos. H. Lenehan, President. 
OHN E. Da vies, Vice-President. 



r. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
0. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1899— Chicago, III., September 27 and 28: 
Frank H. Whitney, President. 
W. R. Townley, Vice-President. 



T. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1900— Chicago, III., September 26 and 27: 
Otto E. Greely, President. 
Cyrus Woodbury, Vice-President. 



J. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1901— Chicago, III., September 25 and 26: 
P. D. McGregor, President. 
Geo. W. Hayes, Vice-President. 



J. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1902— Chicago, III., September 24 and 25: 
H. N. Wood, President. 
F. W. Williams, Vice-President. 



. A. Kelsey, Treasurer. 
>. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



190a— Chicago, III., September 29 and 30: 
John Marshall, Jr., President. 
H. R. Loudon, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1904— Chicago, III., September 28 and 29: 
H. H. Friedley, President. 
F. W. Bowers, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
D. S. Wagner, Secretary. 



1905— Chicago, III., October 11 and 12: 
Thomas E. Gallagher, President. 
S. D. Andrus, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs, Secretary. 



1906— Chicago, III., October 3 and 4: 
Robert S. Odell, President. 
D. W. Andrews, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs, Secretary. 



1907— Chicago, III., October 9 and 10 
W. L. King, President. 
C. G. Meeker, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs, Secretary. 



1908— Chicago, III., October 7 and 8, 1908: 
Carroll L. De Witt, President. 
W. O. Chamberlin, Vice-President 

♦1909— 

H. N. Kelsey, President. 

Neal C. Rowland, Vice-President. 



W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs, Secretary. 

W. R. Townley, Treasurer. 
Nelson E. Briggs Secretary. 



*Place and date to be named. 
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OFFICERS ELECTED 

AT THE 

Thirty-Ninth Annual Meeting 

or THE 

Fire Underwriters' Association 

OF THE NORTHWEST 

PRESIDENT 
HORATIO N. KELSEY .-.Chicago, III. 

Manager at Chicago of the Sun Insurance Company. 

VICE-PRESIDENT 

NEAL C. ROWLAND. Columbus, Ohio. 

Special Agent London Assurance. 

TREASURER 
WELLINGTON R. TOWNLEY Chicago, III. 

General Agent British-America Assurance Co. 
Western Assurance Co. 

SECRETARY 
NELSON E. BRIGGS Chicago, III. 

State Agent North British and Mercantile Ins. Co. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
CHAS. W. HIGLEY Chicago, III. 

General Agent Hanover Fire Insurance Co. 

F. T. WISE.. , Chicago, III. 

State Agent Home Insiu-ance Co. 

GEO. F. BELL Chicago, III. 

Ass't Manager North British and Mercantile Insurance Co. 

E. O. BASSE Milwaukee, Wis. 

Special Agent American Insurance Co., Newark. 

CARROLL L. DeWITT Chicago, III. 

General Agent Newark Fire Insurance Co. 

HORACE L. SPICE Detroit, Mich. 

State Agent Germania Fire Insurance Co. 

GEORGE S. VALENTINE Des Moines, Ia. 

Special Agent Prussian National Insurance Co. 

GEORGE A. MOWRY Minneapolis, Minn. 

State Agent German Ainerican Insurance Co. 

CHAS. L. EASTON Milwaukee, Wis. 

Special Agent Northern Assurance Co. 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

G. H. BELL C. W. HIGLEY CARROLL L. DeWITT 

LIBRARY COMMITTEE 
JOHN MARSHALL, Jr., Chairman GEORGE E. HAAS 

A. F. DEAN HAROLD W. LETTON W. R. TOWNLEY 
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